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Dear Friends, I know a few people who seem to be fearless.  I think I could count my nephew as 

one of them.  He always seems to be willing to try things that I would be reluctant to try.  A few years 
ago, for instance, he started jumping out of airplanes.  He took along a parachute, of course.  He 
didn’t stop at skydiving, though.  With time, he began to take pilot lessons and eventually learned 
to fly.  Not long after that, he entered the military and spent a tour of duty in Afghanistan where he 
saw a bit of combat.  I have to say that I admire my nephew, not only for his service to the country, 
but also for his intrepid, gutsy nature.  Not everyone is like that, though.  In fact, I would have to 
say that the vast majority of us have some kind of anxiety, hesitation, or fear that inhibits us.  For 
all of us, there is one fear that we each have to confront.  It is the fear of death.  Yet, what is there 
to be so afraid of?

When I was a young lad, I tended to be a little more tentative about things than I am now.  When 
learning to ride a bicycle, I was as nervous as anyone.  But once I made a few attempts without 
any major mishaps, I quickly got over my fear and riding soon became second nature.  Until I was 
older, I avoided roller coasters.  One day, however, during a trip to Astroworld, some friends urged 
me to join them on one of the rides.  I was terrified, but wanted to save face.  So I went with them 
and thus was initiated into the world of roller coaster rides.  I’m getting a little older now and a little 
more reluctant, but there was a time when you couldn’t keep me off of them!

Speaking in front of groups of people was another fear that I once had.  I was rather shy as a kid, 
and anytime that I had to stand in front of a group, my knees started to knock and my voice would 
quiver.  With practice and experience, I finally managed to overcome most of my shyness.

One thing that I have learned through many of these and other experiences in life is that there 
is typically an initial trepidation before trying something new.  Once it is tried, there is a realization 
that there was never really anything to be afraid of in the first place.

If you think about it, death shouldn’t be any different.  Our faith teaches us that when we die, we do 
not pass into nothingness, but rather we live on.  God created us for eternity.  We have a beginning, 
but no end.  It is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead that gives us reassurance.

It is interesting that the disciples, as reported in today’s Gospel, were startled and terrified when 
Jesus appeared in their midst.  
It is understandable that they 
should have reacted that way.  
Prior to that, no one had ever 
encountered someone who 
had risen from the dead!  
Frankly, if I had been one of 
them, I would have reacted 
in the same fashion!  To calm 
their fears, Jesus says “Peace 
be with you.”  Then he shows 
them his hands and feet to 
prove that it is really him.  He 
also asks them for something 
to eat in order to drive home 
the point.  There really was 
nothing to fear.

The resurrection of Jesus 
should give us hope and 
assuage our fear.  We may 
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Rectory Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses:First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
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not be able to completely eliminate 
our anxiety about death, but the 
Lord invites us to trust in him.

Just recently, I was privileged 
to spend a few moments with a 
gentleman near death.  He was no 
longer responsive, and his family 
was gathered around him.  The 
family recounted a moment when 
he had awakened and opened his 
eyes.  They told me that he gazed 
not at them, but beyond them and 
said, “It is so beautiful!”  One of the 
family members asked him if he was 
alright, and he replied, “I will be OK!”  
What was he gazing at that was so 
beautiful?  Was it a vision of heaven?  
I would like to think so.

What is there to be afraid of?  If 
we trust in Jesus, and in the promise 
of everlasting life, there is nothing 
to fear.  Jesus’ own resurrection is 
a sign for us of what awaits.  One 
of the things that the Resurrected 
Lord asks in the Gospel today is that 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
be preached.  If we repent of our sins, 
and put our faith in Jesus, there is 
certainly nothing to fear!  God bless!

Welcome, New Parishioners!
Jeannie Martinez and daughters. 

Roberto & Tammy Miguel and sons.
We invite them to become an active 

part of our growing faith community!

Women’s Circle
The next Women’s Circle meeting 

will be Wednesday, April 25 in the 
parish hall at 7:00pm.  All women of 
the parish are welcome to attend.  
Please come and join us.

Photos of Easter Vigil 
Photos from the Easter Vigil 

Mass are available online for those 
parishioners, especially those who 
are newly baptized.  To access the 
photos, visit http://stpiuseaster.
shutterfly.com/ and you can view or 
print them.  If you have problems 
accessing the site, you may call 
992-1826.  Special thanks to Ronald 
Randolf for the photography!

Trip Change
The dates for the trip to the Pacific 

Northwest, originally scheduled for 
late July, have been changed to 
August 5-13.  If this new date now 
enables you to go (and the original 
dates were inconvenient) please 
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Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, April 22
HEB school cards are available after Masses
Tickets sold – Women’s Circle 50/50 Raffle
8:30AM – RCIA – CC#2
3:00-5:30PM – Marriage Encounter – CC#1
6:30PM – Life Teen – YC
7:30PM – Vietnamese Mass – CH 
Monday, April 23
3:00-4:30PM – School ballet class – PH
4:00-8:00PM – Confirmation Class – CC#1
7:00-8:30PM – Faithful Citizenship – CC#2
7:00PM – Scouts – Cafeteria
Tuesday, April 24
6-8AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
8:00-11:00AM – School - PH
10:00AM – Journey – CC#2
12:30-3PM – MAP – CC#1
2:00-3:30PM – Faithful Citizenship – CC#2
8:00PM – Night Angels – CC#1
Wednesday, April 25
7:00-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – MAP – CC#1
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
3:30PM – Children’s Choir – C/R
4:30PM – Youth Choir – C/R
6:30PM- CCD – CC#1&2, Cafeteria
6:30PM – EDGE – YC
7:00PM – Women’s Circle - PH
8:00PM – Youth Band practice - CH
Thursday, April 26
8:00AM-3:00PM – School – PH
10:30AM – Altar & Rosary Society – Kolda home
1:00PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
6:30PM – PTO - PH
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R
Friday, April 27
9AM-12:00PM – Women’s Prayer Group – CC#2
3:30PM – Chess – CC#1
3:30PM – Webelos – CC#2
7:00PM – Chopin Concert – CH 
Saturday, April 28
1:00-5:00PM – Meeting - PH
Sunday, April 29
HEB school cards are available after Masses
Tickets sold – Women’s Circle 50/50 Raffle
8:30AM – RCIA – CC#2
6:30PM – Life Teen – YC
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contact Sister Barbara Bluntzer at 992-3976 for more 
information.

Altar & Rosary Society
Join us for a luncheon meeting on Thursday, April 26 

at the home of Martha Kolda, 6938 Aswan Dr, 10:30 – 
12:30.  Please bring a salad to share – coffee, tea and 
dessert will be furnished.  We will have installation of 
new officers and a re-cap of this year’s activities.  For 
more information please call Bonnie Heinz (991-0170) 
or Martha Kolda (991-5703).  Guests are welcome!

Centennial of the Diocese of Corpus Christi
 Bishop Nussbaum resigns -  In January 1920, Rome 

beckoned Bishop Paul Nussbaum, and he embarked 
on his Ad Limina visit. His spirit and body could not 
withstand the pain. Traveling to Rome as well as visiting 
the parishes in the vast diocese proved too much for 
Nussbaum to continue to bear. Consequently, just 
three months after he left St. Patrick’s Cathedral for 
Rome, news of his resignation arrived in Corpus Christi.  
Although Bishop Nussbaum served the diocese of 
Corpus Christi for only seven years, he built 31 churches, 
83 missions and recruited 46 priests. Catholic education 
also surged during his tenure with twice as many 
students in1920 then when he established the diocese.  
These feats were accomplished despite extreme 
adversity from World War I, border disputes, hurricanes, 
drought, sickness, and death.  By implementing strong 
progressive ideals, he laid the foundation for a robust 
Catholic church to flourish within South Texas.
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Edge – 6th-8th graders, join us for “Body Language” 
on April 25.  The night is on Blessed John Paul II 
Theology of the Body.  The goal of the night is to make 
the youth aware that our bodies speak a language.

Life Teen – We will not meet April 21 due to the 
Middle School Youth Spectacular.

YOUTH CORNER

Being a Faith-filled Citizen
What is our responsibility 

as Christians when it comes to voting?  
How do citizenship and discipleship 
connect?  To get some answers, join 

 Sr. Annette in exploring Forming 
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A 

Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic 
Bishops of the United States in CC#2.

Mondays from 7:00 to 8:30 PM:  April 23, 30 and 
May 7; Tuesdays from 2:00 to 3:30 PM: April 24 and 
May 1, 8. This week’s topic:  Form Your Conscience

 Go . . . make disciples
Those who attended this year’s Easter Vigil 

witnessed six adults enter as full members of the 
Catholic Church.  Are you interested in participating 
in this exciting ministry as a sponsor?  For more 
information, contact Sr. Annette at 993-0299 or 
wagner@stpiusxcc.org  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

FIRST COMMUNION WEEKEND
Fifty children from Religious Education 

classes and the second grade at St. Pius 
X School will be receiving their First 
Communion the weekend of May 5-6th.  Children will 
be receiving their First Communion at the 5:30 pm 
Mass on Saturday and at the 10:00 and 12:00 Masses 
on Sunday, May 6th.  Please keep these children and 
their families in your prayers.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Volunteers are needed for the success of VBS.  

If you would like to be a volunteer, please call Sr. 
Barbara at 993-9024.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Altar Servers April 28-29 

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC J.J. Arizmendi
Quarter Morrison
Ace Castillo
Christian Castillo

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Olivia Tamez
MC Steven Wendel
Josh Ramirez
Kyle Wendel

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Zach Pekar
Dalton Zawicky
Kyle Pekar
Jacob Rivera

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Sarah Green
John Rodriguez
Justin Gomez

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Andrew Thomas
Ben DeSive
Mackenzie DeSive
Jeremy Bedolla
Emilee Flores

Lectors
 APR   28   SAT   5:30    P.M.   Dotti Hill-Duerr
 APR   28   SAT   5:30    P.M.   Dick Poremba
 APR   29   SUN   8:00    A.M.   Carl Chatelain
 APR   29   SUN   8:00    A.M.   Tracie Jensen
 APR   29   SUN   10:00    A.M.   Kathy Clark
 APR   29   SUN   10:00    A.M.   Patricia Stegall
 APR   29   SUN   12:00   NOON   Clay Thompson
 APR   29   SUN   12:00   NOON   Margaret Thompson
 APR   29   SUN   5:30    P.M.   Angela L. Soliz
  APR   29   SUN   5:30    P.M.   Mike Winstead

CreatingMaintaining a Safe Environment
If you are serving in the parish as a volunteer, you are 

required by the Diocese to be certified as a person who will 
protect children and vulnerable adults. Those who have 
never been certified are required to take the CORE CLASS 
and those who have been certified and whose certificate is 
expired are required to renew their certification by taking the 
RECERTIFICATION CLASS. 

Class offerings at St. Pius X are as follows:
May 8 Recertification Class  6:30pm   CC#1
(Classes in other parishes are listed at www.diocesecc.org)
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School News
By Principal Kathy Clark

Our 6th graders went to the Outdoor 
School last week.  It was the 3-day, 2-night 
trip that they had raised funds for all year 
long.  They left on Wednesday and got back on Friday afternoon.  
A full report will be given in next week’s bulletin.  If you want 
details before then, ask David Bayardo.  He went along as a 
chaperone to help the teacher, Mrs. Urbis.   They all had a great 
time.

This coming week will be a busy one for the students and 
staff of St. Pius X Catholic School.  On Tuesday we will have an 
Appreciation Breakfast for our volunteers, and on Saturday we 
will host the 9th Annual Golf Classic.  

Our volunteers are a precious commodity to us.  Our school 
could not exist without their help.  They not only raise money for 
the school, but help out with field trips, class parties, the atrium, 
Catholic Schools Week activities, the Carnival and luncheons 
for the teachers and staff.  We always include the Green Team in 
this breakfast because they keep our grounds looking beautiful.  
So if you volunteer your time and talent at our school, know that 
you are invited to this breakfast.

Our 9th Annual Golf Classic is Saturday, April 28.  Final 
preparations are being made for what we hope will be the best 
tournament ever!  Keep us in your prayers that God will send us 
good weather for it.  If you would like to play in the tournament, 
it’s not too late to enter.  Simply call the school office and 
someone will point you in the right direction.

If you are up early tomorrow, Monday, April 23, turn on your 
television set to KIII-TV around 6:30 a.m.  You will see Ken 
Morgan and me putting in a plug about the golf tournament.  We 
like that free publicity!

Golf  Tournament raffle ticket stubs and money are due by 
Thursday,  April 26, 2012.  The drawing will take place at the 
end of the tournament when the awards are being given out.  
There are some nice prizes for the lucky winners.  You can be 
assured that at least one of the winners will be a parishioner of 
St Pius X Church!

Wednesday is Secretary’s Day.  That’s the day we will honor 
our secretary, Leigh Anne Gibbon, our receptionist, Colleen 
Thomas and our office assistant, Beverly Beach.  Without these 
ladies, our school would not run smoothly.  They do everything 
from  answering phones to dealing with nose bleeds.  Leigh 
Anne does all the bookkeeping and check writing.  Mrs. Beach 
runs off papers for the teachers, works in the lunch room, and 
helps with things like the Spelling Bee and Volunteer Breakfast.  
She even subs for us when we need her to.  Colleen greets all 
who enter the office, gives tours of the school to new families, 
and acts as Nurse Nancy to all of the students who come in with 
boo boo’s.  And she does it all with a smile! All of these ladies 
wear a variety of hats and are multi-talented.   Our hats are off 
to them this week!

Have a blessed week!

Financial Report for week ending 4/15/2012
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection ...............................$ 18,536.45
Easter Flowers ....................................$      135.00
Other Income ......................................$      500.00
   Total Operating Revenue ...............$ 19,171.45  

Other Contributions:
St. Vincent de Paul ..............................$   1,410.76 
Catholic Home Missions......................$      467.50
Good Friday .........................................$       22.00
Janosek Scholarship ............................$       25.00
Catholic Relief Services/Rice Bowl ....$       288.00
Black/Indian Missions...........................$       10.00
Central/Eastern Europe Church ...........$       10.00
Catholic Charities .................................$       15.00
    Total Other Contributions .........$       2,248.26

Total Contributions 4/15/2012 ......$     21,419.71 

Loan balance on Youth Bldg
     as of March 31, 2012 .................$1,093,097.70

BULLETIN SPONSOR



Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins…

Mass Intentions

Madison Beckwith, Dawson Boone, Frances Branning, Sr. 
Patrick Bruen, Stella & Michael Campos, Mark DeGaish, Sandy 
DeGregorio, Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste, 
Frances Galvan, Jackson Gevarkovs, Elida Gonzalez, Charlotte 
& Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, Terry Groner, Coleen Habeeb, 
Marie Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, Chris Holland, Elizabeth 
Johnson, Dorothy Krause, Dorothy Mathews, Robert Miller, 
John Morgan, Patricia Paris, Phil Perabo, Pat Reddick, Terry 
Schacherl, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Mary Pat 
Slavik, Maxine Sommers, Bea Wilson, Linda Witt and all those 
who asked for and need our prayers.

Sat. 4/21 5:30PM Anselmo Torres by the Torres family
Sun. 4/22 8:00AM Hedwig Didear by the Didear family
 10:00AM Dolores Serrato by husband & children 
 12:00PM Bruce Bayerlein by Mary & Art Salinas
 5:30PM For the Parishioners
 7:30PM Maria Nguyen by Ho Nguyen 
Mon. 4/23 8:15AM Michael Pacheco, Jr., Anniversary by 
   Penny Pacheco
Tue.  4/24 8:15AM Robert H. Fox by Jeraldine Sykora
Wed. 4/25 8:15AM Martin Hinojosa’s Anniversary by Ramirez, 
   Leal & Hinojosa families
  Pat Janosek’s Intentions
  Mitzi Mendleski by Gary & Kathy Clark
  Alice Didear’s Birthday Intentions by 
   Goldie Acuna
 5:30PM Eugene Olszewski’s Anniversary by 
   Pat Olszewski
  Marion Bomba by family
  Jim Yaklin by Helen Shropshire
  Bill Traeger by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora
  Robert Alatorre by M/M R. F. Rodriguez
  Aurora Gonzalez by family
Thu. 4/26 8:15AM Jemima Cecilia Scecina by Martha & 
   Frank Kolda
Fri. 4/27 8:15AM Joe McCullough by Charles McCullough
 5:30PM Bob Glorfield, Jr. by the Glorfield family
Sat. 4/28 5:30PM Joe Shropshire by Margaret Lenken
Sun. 4/29 8:00AM Milada Darilek by the Didear family
  John & Lucy Boyd’s Wedding Anniversary 
   Intentions
 10:00AM  Erich Wendl by Ken & Liz Morgan
 12:00PM Joe McCullough by Sam & Delores Ferris 
 5:30PM For the Parishioners 
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