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” Dear Friends,

   For a number of years now, I’ve been telling myself that I need to do something to curb my consumption of 
soft drinks.  In my younger years, I would think nothing of downing more than one Coke or Dr Pepper (notice 
that I correctly did not use a period) a day.  I also didn’t have much trouble going for refills if I wanted them.  As 
time went on, I started taking note of reports that drinking too many soft drinks was not very healthy.  I eventually 
started limiting my Cokes to one per day, thinking that was reasonable.  In the back of my mind, though, I felt 
that I needed to leave Cokes behind, but I couldn’t seem to say “no” to them.  In essence, I was saying “yes”, 
I need to quit, but in practice, I was saying “no”.  I know that I am not the only one that deals with this internal 
dichotomy.  This struggle of willpower is representative of the many spiritual struggles we face.

   This past week marked four months since I stopped drinking carbonated soft drinks altoghether.  I did so as 
a part of a 33-day spiritual exercise, and once the time-frame ended, I decided to keep it going.  It is amazing 
how my strength of will to resist soft drinks builds as time goes on.  I am human, so I am not certain that I will 
always be able to maintain this embargo against soft drinks, but for now, I rely upon God’s grace to keep me 
going.  There is certainly a difference between saying and doing.

   When it comes to doing the will of God, we suffer similar struggles.  Most of us like the idea of  doing what 
God asks of us, and we are willing to say “yes” to God, but when it comes down to actually doing what he asks, 
we flake.  There are many reasons for this.  As human beings, we have vacillating emotions and desires.  A good 
many of us are prone to take the path of least resistance.  We look for the most convenient path through life, and 
not necessarily the path of greatest quality.  Perhaps the biggest obstacle to doing the will of God is pride.  We 
may want to do the will of God, but we tend to allow our own preferences and plans to take precedence.

   This is the situation presented to us in the gospel parable today.  Jesus poses the example of two sons who 
were asked by their father to do a particular task in the vinyard.  The first is obstinate and refuses his father’s 
request, but later has a change of heart and goes.  Was he being passive-aggressive?  Was he just a spoiled 
child?  Whatever the case, he gives thought to his response and then goes to fulfill the request made of him.  The 
second son is like many of us who 
find it easy to utter words, but 
difficult to put words into action.  
Upon his father’s request to go 
work in the vineyard, the second 
son says “yes”, but never actually 
fulfills the task.  He is complacent 
in his pride, and his words have 
no commitment behind them.  His 
is a response of empty promises 
and is more interested in himself 
than in doing what is best for both 
him and his father.

   There is a difference between 
saying and doing.  The very status 
of the People of Israel was a living 
promise to respond to the call of 
God.  They were to watch for the 
coming of the Messiah.  When he 
came, they refused to accept him.  

   Where do we lie within this 
parable?  Do we respond to God’s 
call?  Do we really put our faith 
into action?  Do we say “yes” to 
him and then do something totally 
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Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses:  First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick

   First Saturday: 8:15AM 
    Saturday:  Vigil at 5:30PM.
  Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)

(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,

Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)

Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.

Weddings take place on weekdays any time and 
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM

Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays2
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different?  There is a difference between 
saying and doing.  If we have been resistant 
to God’s call, can we allow ourselves a 
change of heart, which enables us to go and 
live out the gospel command?

   The Jewish leaders of Jesus’ time were 
content to say that they loved God, but 
closed themselves off to the Son of God.  The 
prostitutes and sinners, on the other hand, 
were people who lived lives opposed to God’s 
will, but they recognized Jesus and turned 
their lives around.  Can we be bold enough 
to face our pride and accept the call of God to 
act in our world today.  There are many ways 
to do this.  Perhaps one way to do the will of 
the Father is to accept the call to go on our 
parish’s “The Way” retreat.  It is easy to be 
resistant, but a change of heart can give way 
to immeasurable riches!  

God bless! 

Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome John and Bisora Bennett 

and their children Kaeley, Bryan, and Ashley 
and Hector and Veronica Montalvo and their 
children Paulina and Rocco.  We invite them 
to become an active part of our growing faith 
community.

Recently Baptized
St. Pius X welcomes into the Catholic 

faith through the Sacrament of Baptism: 
Jax Michael Curry, Madeline Rose Guerra, 
Keller Edward Kingsbury and Joe Ruben 
Palacios.

† May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul 

of former parishioner Gloria Jennell who 
passed away last week and whose Funeral 
Mass was celebrated here last Monday and 
for the repose of the soul of Martin Adrian, 
son of parishioner Phillip Benavides, who 
passed away last week and was buried 
through our church last Thursday

Healing Mass This Friday
Our parish will celebrate the Sacrament 

of Anointing of the Sick at Mass this coming 
Friday, October 3rd, at 5:30 p.m. All who are 
infirm, preparing for surgery, or advanced in 
years are particularly encouraged to join us 
for the Sacrament of Healing.

A Special Saint’s Day
This Friday, October 3, at the 8:15 Mass, 

the church celebrates the life and work of 
Saint Mother Theodore Guerin S.P.  She was 
the foundress of the Sisters of Providence 
of St. Mary-of-the-Woods and began the 
missionary work of teaching and caring for 



Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, September 28
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – CC#2

Monday, September 29
3:15–4:15PM - Ballet - PH
5:00-8:00PM – Confirmation – YC & CC#1
6:00-7:00PM – Cub Scouts - Cafeteria
7:00PM – Scouts – Cafeteria
7:00-8:30PM – Adult Education – CC#2
7:30PM – Angels – CC#1

Tuesday, September 30
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM-12:00PM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
2:00-3:30PM – Adult Education – CC#2
6:00-9:00PM – Women’s ACTS Day Team – PH
6:30PM – CMSE – CC#1

Wednesday, October 1
7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – MAP – CC#1 office
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
3:30PM – Children’s Choir – C/R
3:30-4:30PM – PTO meeting - PH
4:30PM – Youth Choir – C/R
6:30PM – CCD & Parents- PH, CC#1&2, Cafeteria
6:30PM – Alhambra - R

Thursday, October 2
8:00-9:30AM – School Atrium – CC#1&2
8:30AM-4:00PM – School’s Vocation Talk – PH
12:00-1:00PM – St. Dymphna – Parish Office
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00-7:00PM – Scripture Class – CC#1
5:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
6:00-8:00PM – Cub Scouts - Cafeteria
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R

Friday, October 3
First Friday Communion Calls
1:00-4:00PM – Faculty Meeting – CC#1

Saturday, October 4
5:45AM-8:00AM – “That Man is You” – CC#2
6:00AM – 3:00PM – Women’s ACTS – PH
9:00AM – 12:00PM – Journey - Cafeteria

Sunday, October 5
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – CC#2
1:30PM – Baptism class – CC#1
4:00PM – Blessing of the animals
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the poor in the Midwest.  This year begins the celebration of the 175th 
year since the arrival of the Sisters from France and, with the Grace 
of God, they continue to do works of LOVE, MERCY AND JUSTICE 
throughout the United States and Taiwan.  For more information about 
what the Sisters of Providence do, search “Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods”.

Blessing of the Animals
Calling all pets and their owners!  Commemorating the Feast of St. 

Francis of Assisi the blessing of the animals is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 4th at 9:00 a.m. in the grassy area in front of the Parish Hall.  
Prizes for best dressed pet, as well as a couple of other prizes.

One Million Rosaries!
Calling all to join the Catholic Daughters of the Americas to pray “One 

Million Rosaries for the Unborn Babies” the weekend of Oct. 4-5.  Sign up 
this weekend and during the week to pray rosaries on Oct. 4th and 5th.  
Sign -up sheets are available at the entrance of Church.

Raffle Tickets
Each parishioner should have received Carnival Raffle Rickets in the 

mail. St. Pius X Catholic School Halloween Carnival is October 24th so 
please return tickets and money by Thursday, October 23rd.  Money and 
ticket stubs can either be turned in to the school office or the parish office 
during the week or you can mail them back to the school via the return 
envelope provided with the mail out. Tickets are only $2.  If you need 
more tickets, please go by the school office.  Thank you for supporting 
our wonderful Catholic School!

Catholic Daughters - Angels of Mary 
Court #2460

It’s that time of year again!!!  We are having our annual 
Waffle Breakfast on October 19, 2014 from 9am - noon 

at the Parish Hall.  Come and enjoy all-you-can-eat waffles.  We will be 
selling tickets at $6.  Please contact Delfina McHugh at (361)219-9853 
for tickets or for more information on this event.

Women’s “The Way” Retreat
This retreat is scheduled for October 9 – 12, 2014 at the Pax Christi 

Liturgical Retreat Center.  Ladies give yourselves the gift of spending 
the weekend in and with God’s presence.  Please pick up an application 
in the back of the church or contact Cindy Doxey (779-6113 or psa@
grandecom.net) or Veronica Villarreal (813-0587 or veronica.villarreal@
fleetpride.com).
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  YOUTH CORNER

As we await the selection of a new Youth Director for our fall 
programs to officially begin, the Core Team will be hosting several 
events for middle and high school teens. Please continue to check 
this section in the bulletin for details.

Registration is open for our EDGE and LIFE TEEN programs; 
sign-up forms will be available at the Youth Center during upcoming 
EDGE and LIFE TEEN nights, or you download them from our 
website (stpiusxym.com) and fill them out ahead of time.

EDGE (6th-8th Graders)
Wednesday, October 8:   All middle school teens are invited to 

join us at EDGE for a Welcome Back Social Night at 6:30 P.M in 
the Youth Center.  

LIFE TEEN (9th-12th Graders)
Sunday, October 5th:  All high school teens are invited to join us 

at LIFE TEEN for a Welcome Back Social Night at 6:30 P.M in the 
Youth Center.  

Altar Servers
October 4-5

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
Kraig Bray
Olivia Salazar
Mia Militello

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Santiago Mendizabal
Lucy Kainer
Maddie Benson
Ethan Benson

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Natalie Trevino
MC Sang Hoang
Emilee Flores
Ryan Lennan
Aracely Salazar

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Quarter Morrison
School servers

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Franceska Alvarado
Millicent Alvarado
Acadia Tamez

Calling All Men of the Parish!
There will be a retreat on October 16-19 called “The Way” retreat, 

formally known as the ACTS retreat, and it’s just for you.  Come and 
be with other Catholic men to learn and go deeper into your Catholic 
faith.  The retreat is centered on the Eucharist, and you don’t want to 
miss it.  Please pray about it.  If you have any questions, call Mark 
DeGaish @ 361-658-7441 or Larry Grove @ 361-548-7298.

Pop a Top for a Good Cause
Our Acts of Charity committee continues 

to collect pull-tabs to turn into the Ronald 
McDonald House so that they can redeem 
and use the monies for their needs.  So many 
of us just throw these away, so we are asking 

you to save the pull tabs off of your soda, beer and all other cans 
with pull-tabs.  You can drop them in the designated box in the back 
of the church, or drop by the parish office, and we will take to the 
Ronald McDonald House.  Thanks for your support!

Diocesan Vocation Retreat
The Diocesan Vocation Retreat is schedule for November 

14-16.  Come and join other single men and women of faith, 
ages 18-35, who are searching and discerning God’s call in 
their lives.  The Diocesan Vocation Awareness Retreat is a 
weekend retreat of prayer, silent reflection, presentations, 
group discussion, and sharing one-on-one encounters and 
guidance from priests and religious sisters and brothers, 
as you learn more about priesthoods and religious life.  
The retreat will be held at the Pax Christi Liturgical Retreat 
Center located at 4601 Calallen Drive.  The cost to attend 
is $25.  Registration deadline is October 31st.  For more 
information please contact Rachel Dimas at (361)882-
6191, ext. 618 or email rdimas@diocesecc.org.

Feeling a little empty?  Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam?  Do 

you feel distant from God?  Do you enjoy your relationship 
with God?  We would like to invite you to an hour of prayer 
in the church every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 
p.m.  Come spend some time in the presence of the 
Lord in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament.  You’re 
guaranteed to feel rejuvenated and more peaceful after 
passing time in the presence of Our Savior!
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONSchool News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek

ADULT EDUCATION

Congratulations to the Kindergarten 
class which had perfect attendance 
this past Wednesday.  Catechists are:  
Ria Martinez, and Maria Schultz.

ATTENDANCE AT CLASS
Just as attendance is required and important in school, so 

it is important and required in CCD classes.  One class builds 
on the other.  You cannot build a three story house and

leave out the second floor.  There is a void which WILL turn 
into a catastrophe.  So too in our study of and relationship with 
God.  It must be consistent and continuous.  Parents, please 
make sure that your child or children attend each weekend.

PARENT MEETING

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1st, 6:30 pm.

CONFIRMATON STUDENTS
Just a reminder—you are allow two absences for the year.  

Some of you have already used ½ of your allowance!

Things are starting to get back into a routine now 
that the I.T.B.S. testing is over.  Volleyball season 

continued with games on Wednesday and Thursday.  If you want 
to see some exciting volleyball, come out and watch our students 
play.   4th graders play on Tuesdays, 5th graders on Wednesdays 
and 6th graders on Thursdays.  Check our school website for 
dates and times of our volleyball games.

On Tuesday of this past week, our P.T.O. sponsored “Donuts 
with Dad” that was well attended.  On Thursday, the K3 and K4 
children dressed as their favorite nursery rhyme character and 
participated in a nursery rhyme parade around the school.  This is 
a culminating activity to their unit on nursery rhymes.  It’s always 
fun to see their different costumes.

Last Friday, nine mannerly students had lunch with me (Mr. “K”, 
Principal) as a reward for using good manners during the month 
of September.  Our September Manner of the Month was “Be 
Mannerly”.  Jason’s Deli catered the lunch.  We thank Bob and 
Sue Becquet for sponsoring our Manner of the Month program 
and allowing our students to eat free. 

Our Student Council will meet for the first time on Monday.  
Many ideas will be discussed at their first meeting, such as 
service projects and how to help the school.  For their September/
October Service Project, they will be collecting gently used coats, 
jackets and/or sweaters for needy adults and children.  If you 
would like to donate to this cause, you can drop them off at the 
school office.

Our Halloween Carnival is approximately one month away 
(October 24th).  In the past two weeks, you should have received 
a letter in the mail from the school containing a set of 10 raffle 
tickets.  We are hoping that our parishioners will either purchase 
them for themselves or sell them to friends and family.  There are 
many nice items in the raffle this year.  We always have at least 
one or two winners from the parish.   We ask that you return the 
ticket stubs and the money to the school office by October 22nd.  
They can be mailed in the return envelope provided or returned 
to the school office or rectory. 

The carnival will feature fun, food, games, live entertainment 
and a silent auction.  It is a nice safe way to celebrate Halloween.  
We hope that you will plan to attend and bring your children, 
grandchildren, friends and neighbors.  There is something for 
everyone, from young to old.

This will be our last week of school before Fall Break.  Students 
will get an additional half-day off on Friday while the faculty and 
staff attends a Prayer Retreat with Sister Annette.  After this week, 
everybody will be ready for a break!

Continue to pray for the success of Catholic schools.  God Bless!

A Monthly Invitation
Interested in strengthening 

your personal relationship with God?  Join the parents of 
children preparing for an initiation sacrament on the FIRST 
WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH.  Our spirituality theme this 
year: TEACHING ABOUT GOD’ FORGIVENESS.  We meet 
this Wednesday in the parish hall from 6:30 to 7:30 PM.   See 
you there!

Box Tops Being Collected
Dear Parishioners, please 

consider collecting Box Tops for 
Education to help St. Pius X Catholic 
School! You can either mail them to 
St. Pius X Catholic School or drop 
them in the collection boxes in the 

vestibule of the church or parish office! We know Box Tops are 
only worth 10 cents each, but they add up FAST! They will help 
St. Pius X Catholic School get FREE money to help our school 
pay for things we need, like new books and computers! Thank 
you so much!   St. Pius X Catholic School 
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, September 27th

5:30PM   † Amy Shirley, Anniversary by Patricia Janosek
Sunday, September 28th

8:00AM       For the Parishioners
10:00AM  † Bruce A. Balli by P.A.G.A.
12:00PM   † Jack LaFeber by Jeanne LaFeber
5:30PM     † Connie Vrazel Saule by Anna Vrazel
                 † Julio Reyes by Delfina McHugh  
Monday, September 29th
8:15AM    † Paul Hanselman, Jr. by Angela Wendle
Tuesday, September 30th

8:15AM    † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
Wednesday, October 1st
8:15AM    † John Weed by Alice Didear
5:30PM    † Ofelia Medina by Elva Garza
                † Michelle Tagliabue by Mary Ann Kelly
               † Rick Mulinix by Pat Booth
               † Newton Warzecha by Marilyn Bartlett
Thursday, October 2nd 
8:15AM    † August Spillone by Mary & Earl Saylor
Friday, October 3rd
8:15AM    † Larry Vrazel lby Don & Corinne Leiser
                † John Hroch by Angie Gerdes
                    Healing of mind/spirit of Nancy/Bill Lee & Marsha Rangnow by Nancy Lee
5:30PM    † John Alaniz by Norma Alaniz
                † Jos K. Darilek, Anniversary by the Didear family
                 † Gilda G. Trevino by Rosie Martinez
                 † Raul Lopez Guerra by Dr. & Mrs. E. Fuentes
                 † John & Mary Kelly by Mary Ann Kelly
                 † Joe O’Brien by Gwen O’Brien
                     Billy Ruzicka by Dinner Group
                    Sharron Odle by Bunko Group
Saturday, October 4th

8:15AM    † Martha Gail Fulton, Anniversary by Dora Garza
5:30PM    † Rick Mulinix by Milli Mulinix
                † Peggy Jellison by Diemert family
Sunday, October 5th

8:00AM    † Mathews deceased relatives by Dorothy Mathews
10:00AM  † Carl Miller, Anniversary by Lue Miller
12:00PM  † Milo Langley by M/M Sam Ferris, Jr.
5:30PM       For the Parishioners

Financial Report for Sunday 9/21/2014

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection ............. $21,505.33
Sunday Online .....................$4,725.00
Other Income .........................$266.88

Total Operating Revenue ..$26,492.21

Other Contributions:
Janosek Scholarship ................ $25.00
Acts of Charity .....................$2,403.61
Catholic University ................... $35.00
Disaster Relief ........................$777.00
Respect Life ...........................$100.00

Total Other Contributions .... $3,305.61

Total Contributions ............$29,832.82

Loan balance on Youth Bldg
     as of Sept. 22, 2014 ...$260,864.75

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Henry Aragon, Luisa 
Arevalo, Ann Bednorz, Bill Bengtson, James Buehrig, Don Birt, 
Lucy Boyd, John Braunstein, Stella & Michael Campos, Mary 
Lee Cantwell, Sabrina Cisneros, Olivia Cordova, Shirley Curry, 
Andrea Dahlstrom, Patrick Delgado, Florinda DeLaGarza, Mark 
DeGaish, Sandy DeGregorio, Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha 
Didear Deste, Annie Dornak, Liz Elovitz, Elijah Ethridge, 
Bobby Floyd, Jay Francis, Sherry Frenzel, Esperanza Garcia, 
Catherine Garofolo, Antonio Garza, Dora Garza, Terry Garza, 
Sally Gilbreath, Elida Gonzalez, Maria Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy 
Groner, Jared Groner, Suzy Guzman, Colleen Habeeb, Marie 
Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, James Hartman, Bill Hennings, Chris 
Holland, Josh Holland, Graham Hughes, Ben Janosek, Debra 
Janosek, Elizabeth Johnson, Dorothy Krause, Dorothy Krnavek, 
Dora Lambert, Arlene Leep, Don Leiser, Dorothy Mathews, 
Michael  McCloskey, Virginia Medrano, Johnnye Lee Mokry, 
John Morgan, Toufic Nicolas, Sharron Odle, Patricia Paris, Robert 
M. Pope, Dolores Puckett, Ron Randolph, Raymond Richter, 
Bonifacio Rodriguez, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, 
Marguerite Ross, Paul Rossi, Albert Rubio, David Russell, Billy 
Ruzicka, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber Saylor, 
Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd, Msgr. Richard Shirley, 
Willie Mae Shirley, Helen Shropshire, Judy Slaughter, Adrian 
Sosa, Renato Sovran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Bill & 
Dianne Tate, Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson, Norbert & Rosalind 
Thonnard, Sara Trevino, Luke Valdez, Diego Vega, Idolina Vela, 
Luz Villarreal, Melva Walet, Sarah Zuniga and all those who asked 
for and need our prayers.

BULLETIN SPONSOR


