“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

August 18, 2019

Twentieth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Dear Friends,
When I have been on camping trips, whether it be a Scout outing, a retreat, or a gathering of friends, the
campfire has always been one of the highlights. The fire always seems to draw people to it. The circle around
it is where exciting things happen. Campfires ignite more than wood, they ignite stories, laughter, bonding, and
contemplation. They have a way of animating the spirit. Inevitably, there is a point when, as the fire is burning,
the flames begin to die down and the wood needs to be stirred to reignite the flames so that the fire will continue
to burn. At various times new fuel has to be added as well, to ensure that the fire burns brightly.
I can’t think of a more apt description for the the vibrancy of the life of faith and of a faith community. In
fact, this is the precise image that Jesus uses in the gospel today. He says, “I have come to set the earth on fire,
and how I wish it were already blazing!” The fire that Jesus is speaking of is the fire of faith within the hearts of
believers that he wants to be ignited. As he uses this analogy, he also begins to talk about the fact that he has
come not to bring peace upon the earth but division. To our Christian sentiments, this sounds contradictory to
what Jesus is all about. We have learned that Jesus is compassionate and loving and that he wants us to live
in peace and unity. Why on earth would he be telling his disciples that he has come to bring about division?
The simple answer lies in the image of fire that I was using above. In order for a fire to properly burn,
it must be stirred up. It is when wood is static that fire begins to fade. When the wood has been turned over
a few times or “bothered” as it may be, it burns more thoroughly and effectively. In a manner of speaking, it is
the “trouble” that we stir up in the fire that makes it burn better. In a similar fashion, we as humans need to be
“stirred up” too.
We can be ignited by faith at certain points in our lives, but, like most anything else, if we settle in or
become complacent, the fire of faith that once burned brightly can soon fade. That complacency can inhibit us
from growing and cause us to lose the zeal that we once had. Only when we are challenged can the flames of
faith be ignited again.
How many times in our lives
have we had someone challenge
our principles only to cause us
to respond back with new vigor
in defense of our beliefs? When
someone opposes us or ridicules
us, we can either wither or we can
stand up. Not long ago, when there
were some legal challenges to the
free exercise of faith in our nation,
people seemed to find a renewed
voice in defense of religious liberty.
This was the case with the Little
Sisters of the Poor who refused
to give in when the government
mandate said that they should
provide access to contraceptives in
their health insurance plans, which
would be contrary to our beliefs as
Catholics. Catholics around the
nation rallied around them. That
is what happens when the fire is
stirred.
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When I was chaplain to the Catholic
Newman Center at Texas A&M - Corpus
Christi a few years ago, I had several students
who discussed with me their struggles with
professors who taught things that were
contrary to our Catholic faith. They struggled
particularly when those professors ridiculed
the Catholic stance on some of our basic
tenets and moral issues. Such instances
only served to stir the flame of faith within
the students. They were emboldened to
challenge their professors at times, and at
other times, they were led to study their faith
more conscientiously. Such occasions led
them to reaffirm their own beliefs and sparked
a newfound zeal for the truth. In a very real
way, you might say that the professors were
the tool through which God stirred up the fuel
for a fire for true faith within the students.
In some cases, the students themselves
stirred up their classrooms by proposing
alternatives to what the professors taught. I admired
their courage.
Frequently, when someone raises
a challenge to our faith, it leads us to study,
to investigate, and to learn what it is that we
really believe. I’ve seen in many instances
where people who do this become good
apologists for the faith. I use the term
apologist here in the sense of defending the
faith not apologizing for the faith.
When Jesus states that he has come
to cause division, what he is really saying
is that he has come to lead us out of our
comfort zone so that we can become greater
witnesses to the truth. This may put us
at odds with others. In this way, the truth
will begin to spread like wildfire and lead
people to a more vibrant faith. Whenever
we are called out of our comfort zones, let

us see the struggles and challenges we face
as opportunities to be instruments which will
cause the world to be ablaze with Christ’s love
and his truth!

Flowers in the Sanctuary
The flowers in the sanctuary this weekend
are in memory of Christopher Janosek by
John, Debra and Brian Janosek.

Acts of Charity Purple Bag Collection
The purple bag collection for the works
of our Acts of Charity ministry will be this
weekend. Thank you for your generosity and
kindness.

Change in Location for CMSE Class
The CMSE class this Tuesday, August 20th,
at 6:30pm will be held in our youth center.

Novena to St. Pius X
The Novena to St. Pius X continues this
week after the 8:15am Mass, ending on
Wednesday, the Feast of St. Pius X, on August
21st. We will be offering the novena prayers
immediately following the daily morning Mass
at 8:15 am. If you aren’t able to come to Mass
during the week, the novena prayers are on
our parish website for each day so you can
pray them at home.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Let’s Feast!
Let’s get together to celebrate our parish feast day, the Feast of St. Pius X, on
Wednesday, August 21st at 6:00 pm! This is an opportunity to honor our patron
saint and get to know one another better at the same time. We will begin with a
sacred meal, the Mass, at 6:00 pm in the church. After Mass, we will gather for a
feast in the parish hall. Bring your family! Invite your friends! Foster community!
Grow in love! Let’s make this the best feast day ever! Please let us know you
are coming by sending in your RSVP via email at parishoffice@stpiusxcc.org or
by calling the parish office.

Men’s Club Annual BBQ Dinner
This is the last weekend that the St. Pius X Men’s Club
will be selling tickets after Masses for their BBQ on Sunday,
August 25th. Tickets are only $9.00 and the plate includes
BBQ brisket, sausage, potato salad, and beans. The St.
Pius X Men’s Club plays a vital role in maintaining the Parish
property and serving its people; proceeds from the BBQ go directly to help fund
these good works and projects throughout the year.

What are your needs?
• Do you need to be baptized?
• Do you need to receive First Communion?
• Do you need to be Confirmed?
• Do you need to be married in the Catholic Church?
• Do you need to learn more about what the Catholic Church teaches?
If you’ve ever wondered about any of these things, the Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults may be able to help. We are having an Inquiry Session after every
Mass the weekend of August 24th & 25th. Stop by the Rectory Conference Room
for more information. Contact Deacon Stacy Millsap for additional information at
993-4053 or deaconstacy@stpiusxcc.org
R.C.I.A. classes begin Sunday, September 1st from 11:30 – 1:00 in the Youth
Center. All adults desiring Baptism, Confirmation, or 1st Communion are invited
to attend.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, August 18th
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
1:30PM – Baptisms - CH
Monday, August 19th
6:30PM – Cubs - PH
7:15PM – Boy Scouts – CAF
Tuesday, August 20th
7:00-8:00AM- Men’s Journey group – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey group – CC#2
1:30PM – MAP – CC#1
2:25-3:15PM – School – CH
6:00-8:00PM – Men’s Club – CC#1
7:00PM – Angels – Child. Chapel
Wednesday, August 21st
7:00-8:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
7:00AM-2:00PM – School - PH
Thursday, August 22nd
1:00PM – Bridge Groups – CC#1 & 2
5:00-8:00PM – School - PH
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, August 23rd
ALL DAY - Men’s Club – PH Kitchen
1:30PM – Chess Club – CC#1
Saturday, August 24th
6:30-8:00AM – “That Man is You” – CC#1
7:00AM-9:00PM – Men’s Club – PH-K/CC#2/Kitchen
Sunday, August 25th
11:00AM – Men’s Club BBQ Beef Sale - PH
12:30-4:30PM – J.T.D. #193 – CAF

Walking With Purpose Returns!
This September the parish will oﬀer two exciting Catholic Bible Studies just
for women. The last two years have been huge successes. We will be offering
again studies for Monday evenings and Thursday mornings with 8 bible lessons
in 2019 and 9 bible lessons in 2020. Please visit www.walkingwithpurpose.com
to look at the overall program and its mission. The Bible studies will be oﬀered
on Monday evenings at 7pm starting September 23rd, and again on Thursday
mornings starting September 26th at 9:15am after Mass. The initial bible study,
Opening Your Heart and the following bible study, Discovering our Dignity, will be
oﬀered during both sessions. The initial study is highly recommended if you have
not participated in previous Walking with Purpose Bible Studies. You are required
to order your own book. Go to the website: www.walkingwithpurpose.com/shop
and scroll down to the “Opening Your Heart” or “Discovering our Dignity” to order
your book. For more information, please call Donna Grove at 813-1578 or Mary
Scott at 945-2615.
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LIFE TEEN
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass
This Sunday night Life Teen will start their first series of the year called Lifelines. In this series we’ll talk about the kind of
friendship that Jesus models for us; friendships that let us be real, help us grow, give us a group when we feel alone, and can
even change the world.
Sunday, August 18 - Lifelines Week 2: Godly friendships help you grow.

EDGE
Wednesday @ 6:30pm
This Wednesday Edge will continue its series called For You/ From You. In this series we’ll talk about the final five Ten
Commandments and the way that they call us to live lives of greatness.
Wednesday, August 21 - For You/ From You W3: Honesty

Volunteers Needed!
Our youth ministry programs, Edge and Life Teen, are in need of volunteers. Our volunteers do many different things from
working directly with the youth in their small groups to taking pictures and helping with dinner. If you are interested in helping
to share our faith and the love of Jesus with the youth of our parish and would like to know how you can get involved, please
contact Brandon in the youth office.

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

St. Pius X Cub Scouts Pack 157 Join Night!
Monday, August 19 at 6:30pm in the Parish Hall Pack 157 will be blasting off into a new year! Join us and
create & launch a rocket while you sign up. Join Night is open to all boys in grades K5 through 5th. Registration
fee is $65 and $35 for additional Scouts. This covers the whole year including activities and awards. Scouting
is fun, hands-on learning and adventures. For more info contact: Paula Vargas 361-906-7438

Church Library
Our church library books, located next to the women’s restroom, have recently been re-arranged and a list of books for each
of the five topics has been placed inside the cabinet for a quick review. If you pull out any book for review, or to take home to
read, please do your best to place it back as close to where it was removed. If you want to donate any books, please place
them at the lowest shelf on the cabinet to the right. Thank you!

That Man Is You
“That Man Is You!” returns Saturday, September 7! We will be kicking off our 6th year of the TMIY program. TMIY is an
interactive men’s program focused on the development of male leadership. It combines the best in research from science with
the teachings of the Catholic Church and the wisdom of the saints. This year’s theme is “The Fight of Faith”. The information
presented will equip men to engage in the spiritual battle raging in our day and help them develop an authentic masculinity.
We will meet Saturday mornings from 6:30-8:00am in CC#2; coffee and refreshments provided. For more information about
this free program see the display case in the entry of the church, visit www.tmiy.org or contact Tony Arnolds at 361-444-7611.
Hope to see you there!

4

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
IT IS TIME TO REGISTER!!!

As a new school year begins so too does a
new Catechetical Year! It is time to register
for Religious Education classes K - 5th grade
and Confirmation I & II. Registration is now
open. You may registration online on our
website or obtain the registration form in the
church or in the parish office. Classes begin
September 4th for grades K - 5th grade and
September 9th for Confirmation classes. DO
NOT DELAY!

Peer Ministry Grief Support
Have you lost a spouse thru death or divorce? We know it is
painful and lonely and we would like to help. Support sessions are
held on Mondays beginning September 9th at St Patrick’s Church
Parish Hall. Please call John Moses at 361-813-5825 or Charlene
at 361-887-7603.

A Night of Reflection for Men
All men are invited to attend a night of reflection. Professor
Douglas Bushman, who teaches at the Augustine Institute in
Denver will be engaging the text Into the Breach, which is a
pastoral letter written by Bishop Thomas Olmsted of the Diocese
of Phoenix. This document has been recommended by the Knights
of Columbus as a way to “facilitate Catholic brotherhood” and to
challenge Catholic men to equip themselves with “the armor of
God”: “the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of
the Spirit” (Eph 6:13, 16–17) so as to fulfill their Christian manhood
by “fighting the good fight” (1 Tim 1:18). It will take place on Friday,
September 13th, from 6-10 p.m. For more info and to register go to
https://diocesecc.org/mensnight/.

PRAYER FOR RAIN
Heavenly Father, we believe that it is you
who created our world with all of its beauty
and life. We believe that it is you who put
into place the systems of nature that sustain,
nurture and renew this work of your hands.
We believe that it is you who hears your sons
and daughters whenever they call upon you.
Hear then, this prayer which comes from a
heart filled with confidence and trust. Grant
to us and to all who seek it, the gift of a
bountiful rain. Water our lands so that they
may once again spring to life and reflect
the beauty of your creation. Fill our lakes
and rivers with sufficient rain so that they
may continue to provide life-giving and
refreshing water to all who depend upon
it for their livelihood and well being.
We ask this in the name of your Son and our
Savior, Christ Jesus the Lord. Amen.
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Financial Report for Sunday 8/11/2019

Mass Intentions

Saturday, August 17th
5:30PM † Mike Richardson by Cheryl Johnson
Sunday, August 18th
8:00AM † Wayne Irvin Annv. by John & Debra Janosek
10:00AM † Mary K. Whitmire by the Whitmire family
12:00PM † Alvino & Stella Campos by their family
† Msgr. George Scecina by Frank & Martha Kolda
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, August 19th
5:30PM † Ramon & Luisa Arevalo by their family
Tuesday, August 20th
8:15AM † Patrick Sehy Annv. by the Sehy family
Wednesday, August 21st
8:15AM † Lowell & Alice Didear by their family
† Felix Matula by Al & Adelle Hesse
† Gilberto Garza Annv. by Elva Garza			
† Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
James W. Kelly, 3rd well-being by James Kelly
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly well-being by James Kelly
† Maggie Mathews by Art & Mary Salinas
† Kevin Herrington by James Kelly
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
5:30PM † J. R. Janos by Maria Janos Revetta
† Vidala Garza Annv. by Joe & Elida Guzman
† Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
† James W. Kelly, Sr. by James & John Kelly
† Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Albert T. Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Sarah Gough Bordenet by Thomas/Theresa Moore & family
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.		
Thursday, August 22nd
		
5:30PM † Margarita Guerrero Annv. by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa family
Friday, August 23rd
8:15AM † Penny Adamson by Johnny & Yolanda Villarreal		
5:30PM † Claude Allen, Annv. by Gladys Lippincott
Saturday, August 24th
5:30PM † Fern Kolda by Frank & Martha Kolda
Sunday, August 25th
8:00AM † Sr. Marilyn Therese Lipps Annv. by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † David Eicher by wife and family
12:00PM † Ken Morgan, Sr. by Ken & Liz Morgan
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $14,874.45
Sunday Online...................... $5,988.00
Other....................................... $655.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $21,517.45
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $335.00
Janosek Scholarship............... $100.00
Total Other Contributions......... $435.00
Total Contributions.............. $21,952.45
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd as of 7/31/19 $102,453.07
Ending balance................. $287,015.98

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Tamra
Bacon, Jeanne Baish, Art Barrera, Elida Benavides, Bernice
Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael
Campos, Lisa Caperton, Allison Cash, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora
Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner,
Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Delgado, Sandy DeGregorio,
Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger,
Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza, Elijah
Ethridge, Real Fay, Bobby Floyd, Berta Garcia, Esperanza
Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh &
Jackson Gavarkovs, Alberta Gavcia, Deborah Giese, Ashley
Glorfield, Jared Groner, Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, Rose Marie
Hand, Doyle Harris, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain
Hennig, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Gloria
Jock, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda, Frank & Betty Kollaja,
Theresie Krnavek, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez,
Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave,
Pat McLemore, Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore,
Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Velma Muniz,
Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog,
Mary Osborne, Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie Pompa,
Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John
Rank, Leo M. Robles, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales,
Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Albert Rubio,
David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar,
Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, David N. Scherzer, Catherine
Shaw, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers,
Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie
Stoner, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah
Villalobos, Santana Villarreal, Elvira Wendl, Judy West, Cynthia
Williams, Helen Witzsche, Michelle Hudson Yoxall and all those
who asked for and need our prayers.

BULLETIN SPONSOR

