“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

Dear Friends,

•

February 17, 2019

Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Throughout my lifetime, I’ve had a wide variety of experiences that have impacted me on profound levels.
They were learning experiences that taught me a lot about human beings and the circumstances in which they
live. Some of those situations have been more memorable than others. I can recall one experience that gave
me greater insight into this weekend’s gospel, which presents the Beatitudes to us.
When I was a seminarian, part of my summer training was to go to Cuernavaca, Mexico for a month to
study Spanish. While there, I attended a Spanish language school and boarded with a local family. The idea
was to learn the language through immersion. The host family spoke no English, so I was going to have to sink
or swim. Apart from the hours I spent at the school, I was going to have to reside with the family, eat with them,
and relax with them. It truly was an eye-opening experience that I will never forget.
As my summer course was nearing its end, the mother in my host family decided to take me to see a
couple of tourist sights in nearby villages. In the middle of this trip, she and I stopped to visit one of her relatives.
I don’t remember exactly where the place was, but as we drove, the landscape became more sparse and rugged.
We were clearly in the remote outskirts of some city. As we finally pulled up to the relative’s house, it became very
evident to me that we were in a kind of slum. The “house” where the relative lived was essentially a corrugated
metal shack with a dirt floor. I entered and once inside, I saw there was a kind of kitchen, with a wood burning
stove, if I my memory serves me correctly. In the corner was a bed, and along the walls were stacked some
possessions, clothing, and other odds and ends. I was instructed to sit at an old worn metal and formica table
with metal chairs. A woman greeted us, and she insisted on preparing a lunch for me. Out of deference, I told
her that I would love for her to make me something to eat.
While she scurried away, I was a little apprehensive about what she was going to be able to give to
me. She seemed to be quite poor. She quickly disappeared out a back door and didn’t return for a while. As
it turns out, it seems she had killed a chicken, plucked its feathers, and started preparing it for me. After a
while, she came inside and proceeded to start cooking. The smells emanating from her stove seemed quite
appetizing. My stomach started to growl, but I was a little leery about what my feast would be. Finally, she placed
a plate of chicken mole in front of
me. It was the first mole that I had
ever tasted. There, sitting at the old
table, with my feet on a dirt floor in a
metal shack, I consumed the finest
mole I’ve ever had. I was intensely
humbled by the generosity of this
very gracious woman who gave
me what must have been a very
valuable meal and I felt remorseful
for my hesitancy regarding what I would
be eating.
That memory became
indelibly printed upon my mind and
my soul. I will never forget that
woman and her gift to me, a stranger
from the United States. There was
something else that impressed itself
upon my mind. I noticed that the
woman who fed me was poor, but
very happy.
I couldn’t help but contrast
that little experience with my host
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family. By Cuernavaca standards, my host
family lived in a rather nice two-story home
with a swimming pool in the front yard and a
decorative wall around the house. The host
mother never seemed to be all that happy
and I very rarely saw her husband, who
apparently came home very late at night.
The one son they had was about 17 years
old and rather unrefined and undisciplined.
They were dysfunctional. Here was a family
that, by many standards, was wealthy, but
not happy.
The experience that summer
taught me how truly blessed are the poor,
the hungry, the weeping, and the rejected.
St. Luke was addressing an audience that
was all these things when he recorded the
Lord’s words in the Beatitudes. We can
have everything our heart desires, but still be
desperately unhappy. Conversely, we can
endure great hardship and suffering, but still
find incredible blessing and happiness in our
condition. It is all a matter of perspective.
Our Christian Faith beckons us to examine
where our true values are. Even if we are
financially secure, healthy, relatively free
from scorn, and reasonably fed, we can
find happiness and blessedness if we recall
the true purpose of life and remember the
proper place that all our possessions have in
our lives. If we value more important things
and live with generosity, we will discover the
peace of that woman in the metal shack. We
can discover true joy. God bless!

Precious Blood Temporarily
Suspended
Due to the severity of the flu this flu season,
the Precious Blood will be temporarily
suspended at all Masses, including weekdays.

Purple Bag Collection
The purple bag collection for the works of our
Acts of Charity ministry is this weekend. Thank
you for your generosity and kindness.

Old Blessed Palms
Please bring your old blessed palms from last
year’s Palm Sunday to the box in the vestibule
of the Church. Palms will be burned to become
ashes for Ash Wednesday, March 6th.

Blood Drive
Giving so that others
may live. Blood Drive is
scheduled for today, Sunday,
February 17th from 9am to
2pm. Photo I.D. required. All
donors will receive a T-shirt
and a Bubba’s 33 coupon
(while supplies last).

Friendship Circle
The Friendship Circle will gather for fellowship
and a potluck luncheon on Wednesday,
February 20, at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall.
All widows are welcomed. Bring ideas for future
meetings and worthy projects.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Priests on Retreat
Fr. Paul and Fr. Eric will be on a diocesan Priest’s retreat the week of February
25th – March 1st with fellow priests. They won’t be returning until that Friday
afternoon. Please keep them in your prayers. Retired priests from the diocese
will be covering our weekday Masses and confessions.

Bishop’s Stewardship Appeal
For those who took home a commitment card last week, hopefully you’ve had
time to prayerfully consider a commitment to this year’s Bishop’s Stewardship
Appeal. Those who make a gift participate in the mission of the Church to bring
the light of Christ into darkness, confront hated with love, and offer hope in place
of doubt in all 12 counties of our Diocese. You can drop your commitment card in
the mail, in the collection basket or by the parish office. If you have any additional
questions or would like further information, please feel free to contact us at the
Office of Parish Stewardship and Development at the Chancery. (361)693-6643
or marnold@diocesecc.org.

Men’s Club News - 30 Years of Service!!
The St. Pius X Men’s Club is celebrating its 30th Anniversary.
One of the founding purposes of the Club is to assist with
maintenance of facilities and property. In 2018, the dedicated
members of the Club’s “Green Team” completed more than 430
tasks in upkeep of Parish and School grounds. And this is only
part of the support the Club provides throughout the year. Are you interested in
knowing more about this ministry? The next regular Club Meeting is Tuesday,
February 19th, in CC#1. Dinner is served at 6:30 PM, followed by a business
meeting at 7:00 PM (which typically last 30-45 minutes). Any and all Catholic male
members of the Parish who have reached age 18 are welcome to join. Worried
this might entail a large commitment? Dues are $1 a month, and members
volunteer only the time that they can afford. Please consider adding your talents
to this mix; the fellowship is rewarding, and many hands make light work!

2019 PolkaFest!
Please join us for the 34th PolkaFest on Saturday, February 23, 2019, at Sokol
Hall, 5502 Kostoryz. Czech fun, food and dancing! The doors open at 10:00am
and admission is $10.00. Bands start playing at 11:00am and meals are available
for purchase. There will also be a raffle, silent auction, and of course, kolaches!
For more information, please call Randy Sykora at (361)960-3220.

Poker/Bunco Night
Please come join us for the 2nd Annual Mardi Gras themed Poker/Bunco Night
Hosted by the St. Pius X PTO ON Friday March 1st, 2019. We will have food,
drinks, silent auction and lots of fun! This is an adult only event. $20 Buy-in tickets
can be purchased in advance or bought at the door the night of the event. Event
will be held at the St. Pius X Youth Center. Event details can also be found on
Facebook. Any Question please call Jessica Sachanowicz at (210) 313-6473.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, February 17th
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
9:00AM-2:00PM – Blood Drive
11:30AM – RCIA – YC
1:00-5:30PM –Life Teen – YC
1:30PM – Baptisms - CH
Monday, February 18th
3:15-4:15PM – School ballet – PH
6:00PM – Cubs – CAF
6:00-9:30PM – WWP – YC
6:30-7:30PM – Confirmation Classes – CC#1&2
7:15PM – Scouts – CAF
8:00PM – Older Scouts – CC#1
Tuesday, February 19th
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey groups – CC#1&2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey Group – CC#2
1:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
6:30PM – Cubs – CAF
7:00PM – AFF – YC
7:00PM – Angels – Child. Chapel
Wednesday, February 20th
7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
7:00AM-12:00PM – School – YC
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
11:30AM – Friendship Circle - PH
4:30-8:30PM – EDGE - YC
6:30PM – CCD – CC#1&2
Thursday, February 21st
1:00-4:00PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
2:00-3:30PM – AFF – YC
6:00PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, February 22nd
9:00-11:00AM – WWP - YC
2:00-5:00PM – Chess Club – CC#1
6:30PM – Wedding Rehearsal - CH
Saturday, February 23rd
2:00PM – Wedding - CH
Sunday, February 24th
7:00AM-1:00PM – Alhambra - PH
11:30AM – RCIA – YC
1:00-5:30PM –Life Teen – YC
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Life Teen (High School): Sundays @ 2:45pm
This week Life Teen will continue their series called “Sincerely God”. In this 4-week series, we’ll be encouraged to both see
and engage with the Bible in a new way as we discover that the Bible is a love letter, a guide, an invitation, and something that’s
meant to be lived (not just read).
Sunday, February 17 - Sincerely God: W2 - The Bible is a Guide
Sunday, February 24 - Sincerely God: W3 - The Bible is an Invitation
EDGE (Middle School): Wednesdays @ 6:30pm
This Wednesday Edge is continuing their series called “Fuse”. This series talks about the theological virtues of faith, hope,
and charity and how to live these virtues in our lives.
Wednesday, February 20 - Fuse W2 - Grounded: Night on Hope
Wednesday, February 27 - Fuse W3 - Wildfire: Night on Charity

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Fullness of Truth 2019
This Lent, Fullness of Truth invites you to their “Discover Your Roots!: Early Church Wisdom for Modern Day Catholics”
conference, at the American Bank Center in Corpus Christi, Texas, March 9th & 10th , 2019. Renown speakers include: Bishop
Michael Mulvey (Diocese of Corpus Christi); Mike Aquilina (Popular Catholic author & speaker); Jim Papandrea (Catholic
theologian, historian & singer/songwriter), DR. MICHAEL BARBER (Author & Theology Professor/St. Augustine Institute), DAWN
EDEN (Catholic historian & journalist), and with a special visit by ABBY JOHNSON (Former abortion clinic director, now Catholic
Pro-Life Activist, ahead of her movie “Unplanned” release this March). Also included, is an ACTS Gathering Concert Reception;
free for all ACTS Brothers & Sisters and their spouses with a concert by DAVE MOORE and special guest, Abby Johnson. To
register & more details, visit: FullnessOfTruth.org or call toll free: 877.218.7884 or 877.21.TRUTH.

Feeling a little empty? Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam? Do you feel distant from God? Do you enjoy your relationship with
God? We would like to invite you to an hour of prayer in the church every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Come spend
some time in the presence of the Lord in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. You’re guaranteed to feel rejuvenated and
more peaceful after passing time in the presence of Our Savior!
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School News By Principal Bryan Krnavek
Our Mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ-centered environment to become a loving,
productive citizen in today’s world.
Pre-registration for the 2019-2020 school year
is in progress. Pre-registration will open tomorrow to the
public, so if you know of anyone who wants to provide a great
Catholic education for their child(ren), send them our way.
We would love to give them a tour of the school and show off
our Blue Jay students. Classes are starting to fill up, so don’t
miss out on an opportunity to be a part of the best Catholic
school in the area. See below what some of our 3rd Grade
students are saying about St. Pius X Catholic School:
“St. Pius Catholic School is a great place to be because it is
where we learn, serve, lead and succeed.” Gian Elleso
“St. Pius Catholic School is a great place because you learn
about God.” Lahla Hagedorn
“At school, I study Math facts like multiplication and division.
Right now we are studying about measurements in our Math
book. In Social Studies, we learn about communities. We also
have Science. Science is the study of nature. We can learn
more about Science by conducting experiments.” George Roberts
“St. Pius X Catholic School is a great place. I have made
many long lasting friends!” Brielle Vasquez
“We enjoy helping others with service. We donate items to
the Mother Teresa Shelter such as laundry detergent, socks
and food.” Cub Quintero
Our 16th Annual Golf Classic is moving “full steam ahead”.
Having the tournament at the Corpus Christi Country Club
is such a plus for this event. Those who don’t normally get
to play golf at this venue will have a chance to play on this
beautiful, well-maintained course. It’s happening on Friday,
April 12, 2019, at 12:00 p.m. If you are interested in playing
in this tournament, contact the school at 992-1343 or visit
our website at www.stpiusxschoolcc.org. The tournament
will include lunch, dinner, beverages, nice prizes, and a
silent/live auction at the awards ceremony afterwards. We
are still looking for sponsors and silent auction donations. So
if you own a business and are interested in being a sponsor
or donating an item for the silent/live auction, please let us
know. This is the 2nd largest fundraiser the school has during
the school year.
In addition to the tournament, we are having a raffle, and
we need everyone’s help in selling the raffle tickets. During
the first weekend in March, a book of 11 tickets (buy 10 and
get the 11th free) will be available for you to sell or purchase.
Each ticket costs $2. The stubs and money can be mailed
back in the self-addressed envelope or dropped off at the
school office or church office. The lucky winners will be
determined on April 11, the day before the actual tournament.
You do not have to be present to win.
Continue to pray for the success of St. Pius X Catholic School!
God Bless and have a great week!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
Congratulations!
Kinder – Catechists: Mina Lopez/Analisa Iber
Sacramental Prep II: Catechist:
Corina Longoria
Fourth Grade: Catechists: Peter &
Polly Ayala
Sacramental Prep III: Catechists: Amy Nye/Linda Lopez
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 16th
5:30PM † Constance V. Soule Annv. by Anna Vrazel
Sunday, February 17th
8:00AM † Martha Romero Annv. by John & Yolanda Villarreal
10:00AM † Patrick & Patsy James De Gregorio by family
12:00PM Sultanas Intentions
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, February 18th
8:15AM † Andrew S. Achee Annv. by Anna Vrazel		
Tuesday, February 19th
8:15AM † Jo Ann Jordan by the Reumuth family
Wednesday, February 20th
8:15AM † Christopher Janosek by John & Debra Janosek
† Deceased members of the Darilek family
† Patricia Janosek by Chuck Gross
† Augusta Gross by Chuck Gross
† James W. Kelly, Sr. by James & John Kelly
† Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Albert T. Slavik by James & John Kelly
5:30PM † Connie Vrazel Soule Annv. by Anna Vrazel
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Kevin Herrington by James Kelly
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
Valerie Pompa’s Intentions by J.T.S.
† Elida G. Canals by sons & daughters
Helen Shelander’s health
Thursday, February 21st
8:15AM † Alberto Hinojosa by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
Friday, February 22nd
8:15AM † Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
5:30PM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
Saturday, February 23rd
5:30PM † Dora Almendarez by Lucy Boyd
Sunday, February 24th
8:00AM † Alhambra Memorial
10:00AM † Evelyn Mansheim Annv. by Joanie Whitmire
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM † Paul Hanselman, Jr.by Angela Wendel

6

BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 2/10/2019
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $12,457.52
Sunday Online...................... $6,937.00
Other....................................... $305.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $19,699.52
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $290.00
Quilt Ministry Donations............ $50.00
Janosek Scholarship............... $100.00
Total Other Contributions......... $440.00
Total Contributions.............. $20,139.52

Promissory Note – Parking Lot, A/C,
Roof Repairs (6/21/2016)
Amount borrowed............. $550,000.00
Amount paid to date......... $236,617.01
Balance Due..................... $313,382.99

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Andres Alvarez, Sugar Arras, Abby
Arredondo, Jeanie Balli, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry,
Isabel Black, Sarah Bordenet, Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig,
Stella & Michael Campos, Allison Cash, Sylvia Chatelain,
Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole
Cotter, Shirley Currie, Patrick Delgado, Sandy DeGregorio,
Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear
Deste, Pud’n Dellinger, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Real Fay, Bobby Floyd, Berta
Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Dora Garza, Raquel L. Garza, Roel
Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs,
Deborah Giese, Laura Griffith, Jared Groner,
Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Roger Heitzmann,
Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, Ruben
Hinojosa, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Gloria
Jock, Elizabeth Johnson, Ida Johnson, Frank
Kolda, Betty Kollaja, Arlene Leep, Liz Leeper,
Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill
Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave,
Pat McLemore, Victor Medina, Barbara Mikulik,
Melynda Moore, John Morgan, Liz Morgan,
Sterling Murphy, Anna Fay Olenick, Alpha
Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie Pompa, Dolores
& Derrel Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma
Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Lee Robertson, Stella
Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose,
Hedy Rosenast, Albert Rubio, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas,
Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Janie San Miguel, David N.
Scherzer, Toni Sharif, Catherine Shaw, Josephine Sheldon,
Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers, Dean
Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie
Stoner, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez,
Idolina Vela, Leah Villalobos, Luz Villarreal, Elvira Wendl,
Judy West, Cynthia Williams, Michelle Hudson Yoxall and all
those who asked for and need our prayers.

