Saint Pius X

CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

“To renew all things in Christ”

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

Dear Friends,

•

June 23, 2019

Soleminity of the Most Holy
Body and Blood of Christ

It was 500 years ago that the Spanish explorer Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda discovered a bay along the
coast of Texas on the Catholic Feast of Corpus Christi (The Feast of the Body of Christ). Eventually, our beautiful
city sprouted up along the shores of the bay and both the bay and the city were named after the feast day on
which the bay was discovered. Much later, when the diocese was established in 1912, it too was given the name
Corpus Christi. It is such a privilege and a blessing, especially for us as Catholics, to live in a city uniquely called
by this name, since it is one of the central mysteries of our Faith.
The name reminds me of a humorous, but true story that happened more than a decade ago. I was
accompanying a priest and fellow classmate on a pilgrimage that he was leading to Italy. We had arrived in
the town of Assisi and we were participating in a daily Mass at the Basilica of Santa Maria Degli Angeli, which
encapsulates the little chapel that St. Francis rebuilt and used as the home base for his companions. The priest
of the basilica was officiating and my classmate and I were concelebrating. When it came time for the distribution
of communion, I overheard the priest saying, “Corpus Christi” as each person came up for communion. Of
course, I quickly realized that he was saying “The Body of Christ” in Latin since Latin is the universal language
of the Church and there were people from many different countries represented at Mass. One of the people from
our group, however, recounted that when she came forward in line for communion and the priest said “Corpus
Christi”, she thought to herself, “How did he know I was from Corpus Christi?” It surprised her until it clicked in
her mind what the priest was doing. We had a good laugh.
This feast, which celebrates the mystery of the Body and Blood of Christ, is an exceptionally important
feast. What we are celebrating is a mystery. Mystery is something that we sometimes have a hard time with.
We like to know facts. Whenever there is mystery, we often want to get to the bottom of it. Often, when we think
of mysteries, we might tend to think of TV crime mysteries where a crime is committed and a detective searches
out all the clues and then discovers who the culprit is. The facts lead to the revelation of the perpetrator. Those
programs are fun to watch, but this doesn’t really convey to us what kind of mystery we are talking about in
reference to the Eucharist – the Body of Christ.
In the same vein, when I was young, I was fascinated by a number of different mysteries. Like many
kids my age, I was captivated by things like the Nazca lines in southern Peru. Who made them? Why would
someone so ancient make them only to be appreciated from the sky when no one at the time could fly above to
see them. Their reason for being still cannot be totally explained.
Like many, I was also somewhat intrigued by UFO’s as a kid. Interestingly, recent news reports have
featured military pilots having seen unexplainable objects keeping pace with their aircraft and even moving in
ways that no known aircraft are capable of moving. All of this resurrects all kinds of ideas about them being
alien aircraft or some other phenomena. Obviously, these things perk our interest and leave us wondering. In
some way, we are comfortable with mysteries like these because there are lots of unanswered questions in our
lives.
When we talk about the Sacraments as mystery,
though, we speak of something that has a visible, tangible
element, but also points to something that transcends what
our minds can grasp. In the case of the Eucharist – the
Body and Blood of Christ – we are talking about something
that has all the appearances of one thing, but in actuality,
becomes something else. There is a real and substantial
change that occurs, but there is something that remains the
same. The substance of bread and the wine are transformed
into a different substance, while the appearances or the
characteristics of bread and wine remain. It looks and tastes
like bread and wine, but it no longer is bread and wine. It
has become the Body and Blood of Christ.
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This is really difficult for our minds
to grasp hold of. Our experience of the world
causes us to doubt this reality. We tend to be
skeptical of it. It is mysterious and we can’t
explain it. Nevertheless, our faith supplies us
with what we need to believe. Interestingly,
many people find it challenging to believe
in this mystery even if they have no trouble
believing in the existence of God. We are
funny that way. One thing we readily accept,
but another thing we are reticent about. If we
believe that God is God, why shouldn’t we also
believe that God can do whatever God wants to do?
This Solemnity of Corpus Christi is
a challenge to us to trust and believe even
though our senses tell us something different.
What we have been given is a tremendous gift.
It is the gift of Jesus Christ himself. He gives
us his life that we may live. Let us allow him
to transform us and give us life! As people of
this city, let us recall what a great privilege it
is to live in a place that is named after such a
mystery. And let us remember not to just say,
“Corpus”, but let’s use the full name, “Corpus
Christi!” God bless,
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It’s not too late to join us! There are four
sessions left. Our next meeting will be
Sunday, June 30th. Dr. Brant Pitre takes us
on a scriptural tour of topics such as: The
Shape of Worship; The Meaning of Sacrifice;
Worship in the Old Testament; Worship in
Heaven; Passover Worship at the Time of
Jesus; The Last Supper and the Death of
Christ; and, The Biblical Roots of the Mass.
We meet every other Sunday from 11:30 am
to 1:00 pm in the Youth Center.

From the Parish Mailbox…
Dear St. Pius Family & Scholarship
Committee: I would like to express my
sincerest gratitude in being selected as a
recipient of the Janosek Scholarship. As a
graduate of Harold T. Branch and Del Mar
College-Fire Fighter 2 Certificate, I will honor
his memory in working hard to become a
firefighter for my South Texas community.
With love and appreciation, Benjamin
Matthew Toren

Religious Freedom Week

Music Minister
Michael Mullins
Chorale Director
Dr. Kenneth Iyescas

Why We Worship

May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of
parishioner Dr. Fernando Carreno and for the
soul of Gladys Phillips whose funeral Masses
was held here the past couple of weeks, and
for the soul of parishioner Victor Medina, Jr.
whose service was held at the funeral home
this past week. Please keep their families in
your prayers.

Religious Freedom Week takes place from
June 22nd, the Memorial of Sts. Thomas
More & John Fisher,
through June 29th,
the Solemnity of Sts.
Peter & Paul. Join
Catholics across the
country to pray and
act for the freedom to serve faithfully and
with integrity. Learn more at www.usccb.
org/ReligiousFreedomWeek!

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Thursdays 7-8PM , Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register on website or through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Prayer for the Protection of Religious Liberty
O God our Creator,
from your provident hand we have received
our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
You have called us as your people and given us
the right and the duty to worship you, the only true God,
and your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit,
you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the world,
bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel
to every corner of society.
We ask you to bless us
in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty.
Give us the strength of mind and heart
to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened;
give us courage in making our voices heard
on behalf of the rights of your Church
and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father,
a clear and united voice to all your sons and daughters
gathered in your Church
in this decisive hour in the history of our nation,
so that, with every trial withstood
and every danger overcome—
for the sake of our children, our grandchildren,
and all who come after us—
this great land will always be “one nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Summer Events
Rec Time - Every Mon. Wed. & Fri. from 1:00-3:00 the youth building
will be open to any middle or high school youth who would like to come by
and hang out. We have pool, ping pong, cards, basketball, and whatever
else you might want to play.

Summer Lock-In
July 19 we will be having a Lock-In in the youth building. All middle
and high school youth are invited to come spend all night with us. We’ll
have sports, video games, movies, food, and much more. The Lock-In
will start at 6:30pm on Friday, July 19 and will end at 8:00am the following
morning. Come have some fun and see if you can stay up all night long.
Registration forms can be found in the youth building.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, June 23rd
12:30-4:30PM – J.T.D. #193 - CAF
Monday, June 24th
7:17PM – Boy Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, June 25th
7:00-8:00AM- J.T.D. Men’s group – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey group – CC#2
1:00-3:30PM – M.A.P. – CC#1
7:00PM – Angels – Child. Chapel
Wednesday, June 26th
7:00-8:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
Thursday, June 27th
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, June 28th
Saturday, June 29th
Sunday, June 30th
11:30AM-1:00PM – Bible Study - YC

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped make
VBS a huge success, as well as to Seaside
Memorial Funeral Home for their generous
monetary donation. There was a team of
volunteers who put many hours of time and
energy into preparing the decorations and
settings for the event. Thanks to the adults
and youth who volunteered to be instructors,
leaders and helpers for the event. These many
workers make VBS possible. Also, thank you
to the parents who registered their children for
the event. We all had a wonderful time learning
being rescued by God, singing, eating and
playing. SEE YOU ALL NEXT YEAR!

Volunteers Needed!
Our youth ministry programs, Edge and Life Teen, are in need of
volunteers. Our volunteers do many different things from working directly
with the youth in their small groups to taking pictures and helping with
dinner. If you are interested in helping to share our faith and the love of
Jesus with the youth of our parish and would like to know how you can
get involved, please contact Brandon in the youth office. And If you are
in 10th grade or above you are eligible to volunteer with our Edge middle
school program! Talk to Brandon for more information on that as well.
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Financial Report for Sunday 6/16/2019
Saturday, June 22nd
5:30PM
Father’s Day Novena
Sunday, June 23rd
8:00AM † Patrick James DeGregorio’s Annv. by the DeGregorio family
10:00AM For the Parishioners		
12:00PM † John Alaniz’ Anniversary by Norma Alaniz
5:30PM
Father’s Day Novena
Monday, June 24th
8:15AM
Father’s Day Novena
Tuesday, June 25th
8:15AM † James T. Catchings’ Annv. by Lisa & Dewayne Catchings
Wednesday, June 26th
8:15AM † John Boyd by Lucy Boyd
† Bessie Matula by All & Adelle Hesse
† Elsie Samperi’s Annv. by Mary Fodor
† J.E. Reumuth by the Reumuth family
† James W. Kelly, Sr. by James & John Kelly
† Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly			
† Albert T. Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Kevin Herrington by James Kelly		
5:30PM † Rudy G. Leal by the Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
† Sondra Benesh by the Benesh family
† Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
Liliane Van Hoff’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Dallars Kosarek by Linda Habeeb & family
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr. 			
Thursday, June 27th
		
8:15AM † Fred Vela’s Annv. by Jeanie Balli
Friday, June 28th
8:15AM † John G. Scecina, Sr. by Frank & Martha Kolda
5:30PM † Behn Hubbard by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
Saturday, June 29th
5:30PM † Allan Benesh’s Annv. by the Benesh family
Sunday, June 30th
8:00AM † Patsy James DeGregorio by the DeGregorio family
10:00AM † Bruce A. Balli’s Annv. by Jeanie Balli
12:00PM † Frances O. Guerrero’s Annv. by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $12,417.05
Sunday Online...................... $4,918.50
Total Operating Revenue.... $17,335.55
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity...................... $2,411.69
Total Other Contributions...... $2,411.69
Total Contributions.............. $19,747.24
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd as of 5/31/19... $95,138.72
Ending balance................. $294,330.33

Pray for the Sick & Shut-ins
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Tamra
Bacon, Art Barrera, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black,
Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig, Stella & Michael Campos, Allison
Cash, Sylvia Chatelain, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero,
Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Delgado, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n
Dellinger, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza,
Elijah Ethridge, Real Fay, Bobby Floyd, Berta Garcia, Esperanza
Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Adrian Garza, Dora Garza, Terry
Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Alberta Gavcia, Deborah
Giese, Ashley Glorfield, Jared Groner, Linda Habeeb, Monte
Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Doyle Harris, Owen Harris, Roger
Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde,
Gloria Jock, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda, Frank & Betty
Kollaja, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka,
Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Pat McLemore,
Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore, John Morgan,
Liz Morgan, Velma Muniz, Sterling Murphy, Anna Fay Olenick,
Mary Osborne, Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie Pompa,
Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John
Rank, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales,
Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Albert Rubio, David Russell,
Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Janie San Miguel,
Rick Sanders, Gen Scardina, David N. Scherzer, Toni Sharif,
Catherine Shaw, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine
Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann
Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie
Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Santana Villarreal, Elvira Wendl, Judy
West, Cynthia Williams, Michelle Hudson Yoxall and all those
who asked for and need our prayers.

BULLETIN SPONSOR

