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First Sunday of Lent

Dear Friends,
Temptation is everywhere. That’s what we always say, at least. Indeed, if we pay attention and look
very carefully, it truly is all around us. Yet, in a certain respect, we don’t think as much in terms of temptation
these days. Instead, if we feel the urge to do something nowadays, chances are we will just act on the urge
without giving any thought to it at all. Our thought processes are such that, the chances that we will consider
something to be a temptation are slim.
What I mean by this is that, because we have become so desensitized to the moral nature of things, we
really don’t weigh whether or not we ought to do many of the things that we do. So much that we were taught to
guard against is now regarded as acceptable. Whenever someone cautions us about a certain thing, we dismiss
it as an antiquated notion.
What we used to ponder over we now deal with impulsively. We see something we want and we buy it
whether we can afford it or not. We feel hungry and so we eat even if it will affect our health. We hear a song
with a good beat on the radio and we listen to it without being mindful of the lyrics. What used to be shocking on
TV, we now don’t even notice. With all this impulsivity, we really rarely bring to our minds that perhaps we are
dealing with temptation. In other words, we don’t consider the rightness or wrongness of things as much as we
used to.
Granted, there are sometimes more serious matters that we may weigh more carefully. But by and large,
when it comes to everyday activities, I don’t think we even contemplate the morality of our actions as much as in
days gone by. Bad language, inappropriate jokes, white lies, and other things flow a little too easily from us.
If we really pay attention, though, there are temptations we face every day. Each temptation we face
has some sort of impact on our lives. It may start with something as simple as whether or not to stay in bed.
We may be tempted to roll over and go back to sleep when we really should be getting up to take care of our
responsibilities. We may be tempted to buy a lottery ticket when we really ought to be saving up our money for
our monthly bills. We may be tempted to snack on some candy during the day when we ought to be thinking
about our overall health. We may be inclined to use foul language around our friends when we ought to watch our
tongues. We may be tempted to check our social media accounts when we really ought to be more conscientious
about the time we are devoting to our jobs. We may start watching a program on TV and not give any thought
to whether or not it is really edifying for our soul.
There are so many decisions that we face each day that we don’t realize are a result of the Evil One
trying to tempt us so that he can erode our
responsiveness to the life of grace. By the
same token, the more attuned we are to our
spiritual journey, the more acute will be our
conscience. The more acute our conscience,
the more we recognize certain things as
temptations that could lead to our downfall.
Obviously, we can become overly
obsessed by temptations very easily. There
is a danger at over-thinking things. This
overthinking can lead to scrupulosity, which
can itself be a form of disorder. Nevertheless,
if we do not have a polished conscience which
flows from a deeper spiritual life, we can
become blind to the temptations that present
themselves each day.
The gospel this weekend, presents
to us the occasion in which Jesus enters into
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. You
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might say that what Jesus was doing was
going into the desert to confront temptation
head on. In a way, he was honing his ability
to see temptation for what it is – a false
good. Temptations are lies that are put
before us. What they present to us are
things that are attractive, but will ultimately
leave us unfulfilled and wanting in the
end. It is only the higher virtues that will
be ultimately fulfilling. The devil tempted
Jesus with a satiation of all his appetites,
with earthly power, and with trust in things
other than God. Jesus understood very well
that none of these could ever provide him
with lasting fulfillment. He chose instead to
forego all of those temptations for what has
eternal value. Nothing can suffice for union
with God.
This Lent is an opportunity for us to
hone our alertness to the reality of the false
promises of temptation. It is an opportunity
to renew a greater understanding of the
fact that there is nothing that can ultimately
suffice for God. Without God, we are
nothing. Let us pray for fortitude and
strength to respond to God’s grace as we
confront temptation in our lives.
God bless!
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Precious Blood Temporarily
Suspended
Because we are in flu season, and
there being other frequent contagious
illnesses in the air, the Precious Blood will
be temporarily suspended at all Masses,
including weekdays.

6:30 a.m. Daily Lenten Mass
Make your Lenten Observance extra special
this year! Join us for daily Mass at 6:30 a.m.
during the Lenten Season, beginning on Ash
Wednesday. If you are unable, consider joining
us for any of the other daily Masses during the
week!

8:15 a.m. Saturday Lenten Mass
Please join us every Saturday during Lent.
We will have Mass at 8:15 a.m., preceded by
the Rosary at 8:00 a.m.

Lenten Guidelines for Fasting
and Abstinence
Please remember that Lent is a time for
penance in order to draw us out of our own
selfishness and attend to the voice of God in
our lives. As a part of our observance of Lent,
we are asked to fast on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. Fasting consists of eating only
one full meal and two smaller snacks (the two
snacks, when added together should equal no
more than one meal). Fasting is required of all
Catholics 18-59 years of age. Abstinence is
required of all Catholics age 14 and older and
consists of refraining from eating meat on all the
Fridays of Lent. Meat includes red meat and
poultry. Fish and vegetables are acceptable.

Stations of the Cross - A Lenten
Tradition
Join us for Stations of the Cross every Friday
evening of Lent at 7:00 p.m. The stations are
a long tradition, which has basis in the ancient

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Church when people made pilgrimages to the holy sites where Jesus exercised
his ministry. Over time, people began to trace the steps of Jesus on the road
to Calvary within their own churches, particularly when it was no longer safe to
travel to the Holy Land. Join us in keeping this tradition alive. It only requires
one-half hour of time.

Penitential Services Scheduled
We invite you to our Lenten Penitential Services on Monday, March 18th, at
6:30 p.m. and Wednesday, March 20th, at 12:00 noon.
If you are unable to attend ours, then the following parishes will have theirs
as follows:
Wednesday, March 20th at 6:30 p.m. – St. Andrews By the Sea
Friday, April 12th at 6:00 p.m. – St. Paul the Apostle

New Regional Catholic Elementary School Survey
On February 25th, surveys were made available to parents with children 9
years old and younger asking for your opinions about a new Catholic regional
elementary school to be located in proximity to Bishop Garriga Middle School
and St. John Paul II High School. For all who have responded to the survey
– Thank you! If you have not completed the survey, please complete the survey
online at www.meitler.com/CorpusChristi by March 13, 2019. Your response is
very important. Thank you for taking time to respond.

CRS Rice Bowls – Encounter Norma
In Guatemala, we encounter Norma, who as a young
mother supports her family and shares her stills with her
community. Reflect on the importance of family in your
life. How can you contribute to support families in your
community?

40 Cans for Lent!
The Lenten project that our Acts of Charity ministry is
sponsoring is “40 Cans for Lent”! You are asked to bring in
one can of food for each of the 40 days of Lent to be left in the
containers that will be placed in the back of the church. Please
bring canned or bagged items, nothing frozen or perishable.
Your sacrifices and these cans will be donated to the Food
Bank of Corpus Christi.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, March 10th
11:30AM – RCIA – YC
12:00PM – C.D.A. – CC#2
1:00-5:30PM –Life Teen – YC
Monday, March 11th
3:15-4:15PM – School ballet – PH
6:00PM – Cubs – CAF
6:00-9:30PM – WWP – YC
7:15PM – Scouts – CAF
Tuesday, March 12th
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey groups – CC#1&2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey Group – CC#2
1:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
1:00-3:00PM – Sultanas – R
6:30PM – Cubs – CAF
6:30PM – CMSE – CC#1
7:00PM – Angels – Child. Chapel
Wednesday, March 13th
7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
4:30-8:30PM – EDGE - YC
6:30PM – CCD – CC#1&2
Thursday, March 14th
1:00-4:00PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, March 15th
9:00-11:00AM – WWP – YC
7:00PM – Stations of the Cross – CH
8:00PM – Chopin Concert - CH
Saturday, March 16th
11:00AM-2:00PM – St. Patrick - YC
Sunday, March 17th
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
St. Patrick’s Festival – PH (All day)
11:30AM – RCIA – YC
1:00-5:30PM –Life Teen – YC

Catholic Daughters
The Catholic Daughters meeting is this Sunday, March 10th, 12
noon, in CC#2. Refreshments will be served. Visitors are always
welcomed. All women of the parish, 18 years and older, are cordially
invited. We especially want to reach out to new parishioners. We
invite you to get to know us and be active members in the life of our
parish. Join the Catholic Daughters Court as we strive to embrace the principle
of faith working through love in the promotion of justice, equality, and human
dignity for all. FMI, call Delfina McHugh at 994-1460.
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Life Teen High School Spring Retreat: April 26-28
Our Life Teen High School Ministry will be having our Spring Retreat at the Blue Oak ranch near Leakey, Texas. Registration
forms can be found in the back of the church and in the youth building. Deadline to register is April 24. More info to come.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Life Teen (High School): Sundays @ 2:45pm
Sunday, March 10  - Social Night
EDGE (Middle School): Wednesdays @ 6:30pm
Wednesday, March 13 - Edge Spring Break Social Night
Wednesday, March 20 - The Finish Line W1- The Coach

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Candy Needed for Easter Egg Hunt
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt for the kids is in need of candy only. We have plenty of the plastic eggs. Please make
sure that the candy is individually wrapped so that it can be put in the eggs. You can drop your candy donations
by the parish office or by the youth building during office hours.

Lenten Adult Faith Formation Study – Why We Worship
Why do Catholics do what we do at Mass? Many of us know what to do, but not why we do it. In
this 6-week DVD series, Why We Worship, Dr. Brant Pitre takes us on a scriptural tour that shows us
what the Bible really says about the mystery and meaning of worship. The topics include: The Shape
of Worship; The Meaning of Sacrifice; Worship in the Old Testament; Worship in Heaven; Passover
Worship at the Time of Jesus; The Last Supper and the Death of Christ; The Biblical Roots of the Mass.
We hope you’ll join us for this awesome Lenten journey that starts Tuesday, March 5 (7-8:30 pm) and
Thursday, March 7 (2-3:30 pm). As with all Adult Faith Formation Classes, the same class is offered
on Tuesday evenings and again on Thursday afternoons. Contact the Parish Office to sign up.

Busy Person’s Lenten Retreat
Are you interested in attending a retreat while still being able to continue your normal day? The Busy Person’s Retreat is for
you! You will commit to 30 minutes of Scriptural prayer daily and meet with a spiritual companion one-on-one for 30-45 minutes
a day. The retreat will be offered at Incarnate Word Convent, 5201 Lipes Blvd. from April 1-4, 2019. The retreat will begin with
an organizational meeting on Sunday afternoon (3/31). Monday to Thursday there will be an individual session with an IW Sister
scheduled at a mutually agreeable time. Reservations can be made with Sr. Martha O’Gara by phone at 361-882-5413 or by
email at smogara@iwbscc.org. Deadline: March 25, 2019. (Number of applicants is limited to a first come, first served basis.)

4

School News By Principal Bryan Krnavek
Our Mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ-centered environment to become a loving,
productive citizen in today’s world.
YEA! The students and staff of St. Pius
X Catholic School have begun their Spring Break, a long
anticipated week off from school. Judging from the excitement
in the air last week, one would have thought school was over
for the year! After this week, it will be a race to the end of the
school year.
This past week our students participated in the Mid-season
Basketball Tournament sponsored by the Parochial Sports
League. It was tough competition but our athletes represented
our school so well. A big Thank You goes to St. Pius X Coach
Guerrero and parents Mr. Salazar, Mr. Castillo and Mrs.
Sachanowicz for helping with the coaching duties. Trying to
be in four gyms over three days, some at the same time, was
a big task. On Wednesday, we began the Lenten season with
Ash Wednesday Mass and then finished the week with our
student led Stations of the Cross on Friday afternoon.
Our Golf Tournament is almost one month away! This
year’s tournament will be held at the Corpus Christi Country
Club on Friday, April 12th, with a shotgun start at 1:00 p.m.
Teams are forming and sponsors are lending us a hand with
their support. Our tournament Platinum sponsor is Frank and
Susy Battaglia. Our food sponsor is Bob and Sue Becquet
from Jason’s Deli. They have been supporting our golf
tournament for many years. We will have nice prizes, as well
as silent and live auction items for our golfers to bid on after
they finish their play. We are blessed to have such great
support from our parishioners who help with the raffle tickets
and by making extra donations. Through the mail or last week
at the end of Mass, you were given a book of 11 tickets (buy
10 and get one free) that we hope you will sell or buy. The
winners of the raffle will be announced on Thursday, April
11th, the day before the tournament, and hopefully, one of
our own parishioners will be one of the winners. Also, if you
know anyone who might want to sponsor or play on a team,
please have them contact the school at 992-1343 or visit our
website at www.stpiusxschoolcc.org. We would love to have
them be a part of this fun and worthwhile event.
Pre-registration for the 2019-2020 school year is continuing.
Our classes are starting to fill up, so if you know of anyone
who wants to provide a great Catholic education for their
child(ren), please send them our way. We would love to give
them a tour of the school and show off our bright and talented
Blue Jay students.
Have a Blessed and relaxing Spring Break and continue to
pray for the success of St. Pius X Catholic School!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
Perfect Attendance
Congratulations to Fourth Grade - Catechists: Mr. & Mrs. Ayala

NO Religious Ed or
Confirmation this week!

LOADS OF FUN, PRAYER AND STUDY COMING YOUR WAY!
WHAT? VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLL
WHERE? ST. PIUS X
WHEN? June 17-21
Register now for the EARLY BIRD discount-$25, otherwise, $30 after May 31. Registration
forms can be found at the main doors of the
church or in the parish office during office hours.

Stay Tuned For Lenten Mission
We are planning a Lenten Mission with evenings of
spiritual enrichment for the entire parish. Stay tuned for more
information!

Diocesan Vocation Awareness Retreat
The Diocesan Vocation Awareness Retreat is a discernment
weekend (March 29-31) designed for young men and women
ages 18-35, who are searching and discerning God’s call in their
lives. The retreat is designed to help young adults explore and
learn more about the various vocations in the Church that God
might be calling them to in a peaceful, no-pressure environment
of prayer, reflection and communion. The retreat will be led
by priests and religious sisters and brothers, who will also be
available to accompany retreatants. Registration is now open
online at ccpriest.org/register. There is a $25 cost for the weekend
– Scholarships, if needed, are available upon request.

BULLETIN SPONSOR
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, March 9th
8:15AM † Julia Bell by her family
5:30PM † Lester Cunningham by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
Sunday, March 10th
8:00AM † Patricia Janosek by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora
10:00AM † Dorothy Janosek by Scott family
12:00PM † Alvino Campos by Stella Campos, Sultana’s Ints.
5:30PM For the Parishioners
Monday, March 11th
6:30AM † Lillian Speed by Mary Lawson
8:15AM † Frank Baish by Jeannie Baish
Tuesday, March 12th
6:30AM † James W. Kelly, Sr. by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Jo Ann Jordan by Reumuth family
Wednesday, March 13th
6:30AM † Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Alice Didear by the Didear family
† David Case by Mary Fodor
Jered Groner’s Intentions by Thomas Groner
† Albert T. Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Kevin Harrington by James Kelly
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
5:30PM
Vivian Shelander’s Intentions by Grandma
† Richard & Dorothy Mathews
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
† Alejandro & Gumecinda Salinas by Art & Mary Salinas
Valerie Pompa’s Intentions by J.T.S.
† Arturo Vasquez by Marie Vasquez
† Victoria Gonzalez by family		
Thursday, March 14th
6:30AM † Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
8:15AM † Clara Werland Annv. by Johnny &Yolanda Villarreal
Friday, March 15th
6:30AM † James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
8:15AM † Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.		
5:30PM † Mary, John James Kelly by K.K.H.
Saturday, March 16th
8:15AM † Lee Fergus by Alhambra Baza #78
5:30PM † Gerald I. Higoon by Kirt Higoon
Sunday, March 17th
8:00AM † Patrick James DeGregorio by DeGregorio family
10:00AM † Vernon Krause Annv. by Judy & Bob Buchanan
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM † Annette Wik by Genevieve P. Malott
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Financial Report for Sunday 3/3/2019
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $17,450.28
Sunday Online...................... $6,420.00
Other....................................... $200.00
Easter Flowers.......................... $15.00
Filipino First Friday.................. $307.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $24,392.28
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $515.00
Quilt Ministry.............................. $50.00
Total Other Contributions......... $565.00
Total Contributions.............. $24,957.28

Promissory Note – Parking Lot, A/C,
Roof Repairs (6/21/2016)
Amount borrowed............. $550,000.00
Amount paid to date......... $240,243.28
Balance Due..................... $309,756.72

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Andres Alvarez, Sugar Arras, Abby
Arredondo, Tamra Bacon, Jeanie Balli, Elida Benavides,
Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig,
Stella & Michael Campos, Allison Cash, Sylvia Chatelain,
Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole
Cotter, Shirley Currie, Janet Daehne, Patrick Delgado, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos,
Samantha Didear Deste, Pud’n Dellinger, Ethel Dulak,
Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge,
Real Fay, Bobby Floyd, Berta Garcia, Esperanza Garcia,
Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Raquel L. Garza, Roel Garza,
Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese,
Laura Griffith, Jared Groner, Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand,
Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, Ruben
Hinojosa, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Gloria Jock, Elizabeth
Johnson, Ida Johnson, Frank Kolda, Betty Kollaja, Arlene
Leep, Liz Leeper, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill
Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Pat McLemore,
Victor Medina, Barbara Mikulik, Melynda Moore, John Morgan,
Liz Morgan, Velma Muniz, Sterling Murphy, Anna Fay Olenick,
Mary Osborne, Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie Pompa,
Dolores & Derrel Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma
Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Stella Rollins, John & Irene
Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast,
Albert Rubio, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar,
Luis Salazar, Janie San Miguel, David N. Scherzer, Toni
Sharif, Catherine Shaw, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton,
Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary
Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino,
Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Elvira Wendl, Judy West,
Cynthia Williams, Michelle Hudson Yoxall and all those who
asked for and need our prayers.

