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More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Third Sunday of Lent

Dear Friends,
What would you do if you were suddenly confronted by the incomprehensible and awe-inspiring presence
of God? What if the Creator of the Universe displayed himself before you as he did to Moses in today’s first
reading? Would it cause you to tremble? Would you recoil in shame? Would you be filled with wonder and
curiosity? Would it excite you?
I’m willing to bet that such a privilege would evoke all of the above responses from you. As we see in
the case of Moses, no one comes into an encounter with God unchanged. Such an encounter with the divine
presence would have far-reaching implications. We are told that every time Moses left the presence of the Lord,
his face became even more and more radiant. By the same token, Moses continually humbled himself in the
presence of the Lord, just as he did when he met the Lord who appeared in the burning bush. He was told to
remove the sandals from his feet as he stood upon the holy ground. In the magnitude of God’s power, Moses
showed reverent submission, but with curiosity and wonder.
Prior to the burning bush, Moses’ heart had already been prepared for that encounter. From the time he
was moved to leave behind his position and power in Egypt to the time he spent tending flocks, he had allowed
his inner spiritual life to be conditioned and prepared for such a meeting. The Lord, by grace, had already been
drawing him through subtle promptings and small tugs at his heart. The simpler lifestyle enabled Moses to find
clarity and focus, which honed his attentiveness to God and elicited him to contemplate the deeper things of life.
In some ways, God had already changed him before he even had that glorious encounter in the
burning bush. But when Moses did finally see the manifestation of God in the bush, the transformation went
into hyperdrive. The radiance that emanated from Moses’ face was really the effect of God’s holiness shining
through him. He had been changed into a man of solid faith and unwavering trust.
As I said, none of us can come into an encounter with God without being changed. Whenever he touches
our lives in some way, something transformative happens. That is the way it is with God. He is always dynamic.
With him, nothing is static. He always acts in such a way as to bring about good. He brings about good in us
even when to us, it appears to be bad.
If we were to take a good hard look at our lives, we would notice that there is no stage of our lives that
is without struggle. To be sure, some parts of our lives may be seemingly worse than others, but there is an
inescapable fact that life involves many
challenges. Perhaps we can see the
hand of God in each of those struggles.
Again, if we look hard enough, we will
see that God, like the gardener in the
gospel today, is on our side. He is there
cultivating and fertilizing the soil of our
hearts, making us more fruitful and
productive. He does not write us off.
Nor does he cast us away as if we were
useless. Instead, he always sees us
through the eyes of mercy. He is a God of
multiple chances and he reveals himself
to us in subtle but definite ways in order
to call us to change. The struggles and
challenges become the avenue through
which God transforms us and makes us
ripe for bearing fruit.
If you think about it, God is
revealing himself to us in manifold ways
every day. We come into an encounter
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with him and all at the same time, we are
ashamed, fearful, and awestruck at his glory.
We tremble at our own sinfulness, and we
figuratively hold up our hand to keep him
at bay because we feel like standing in the
face of the justice of God is too hard to bear.
Then, when we realize that he is only being
loving toward us, we begin to wonder at his
mercy which surpasses all our sins.
We often can’t make sense of the
evil that is present in our lives. We are
even tempted to think that because of that
evil, God somehow must be exacting his
wrath upon us. The contrary is true. God
gifts us with power over evil so that his
love can conquer it. Somehow, we need
to see through the eyes of faith that we are
coming into an encounter with God at those
moments and that he is changing us and
transforming us into something that will bear
fruit. Hold fast to Him. Cling to his love. Be
surprised at what he does in you!
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Precious Blood Temporarily
Suspended
Because we are in flu season, and
there being other frequent contagious
illnesses in the air, the Precious Blood will
be temporarily suspended at all Masses,
including weekdays.

6:30 a.m. Daily Lenten Mass
Make your Lenten Observance extra special
this year! Join us for daily Mass at 6:30 a.m.
during the Lenten Season, beginning on Ash
Wednesday. If you are unable, consider joining
us for any of the other daily Masses during the week!

8:15 a.m. Saturday Lenten Mass
Please join us every Saturday during Lent.
We will have Mass at 8:15 a.m., preceded by
the Rosary at 8:00 a.m.

Lenten Guidelines for Fasting
and Abstinence
Please remember that Lent is a time for
penance in order to draw us out of our own
selfishness and attend to the voice of God in
our lives. As a part of our observance of Lent,
we are asked to fast on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. Fasting consists of eating only
one full meal and two smaller snacks (the two
snacks, when added together should equal no
more than one meal). Fasting is required of all
Catholics 18-59 years of age. Abstinence is
required of all Catholics age 14 and older and
consists of refraining from eating meat on all
the Fridays of Lent. Meat includes red meat and
poultry. Fish and vegetables are acceptable.

Stay Tuned For Lenten Mission
We are planning a Lenten Mission with
evenings of spiritual enrichment for the entire
parish. Stay tuned for more information!

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Fake Emails Posing As Fr. Paul
Please be aware that there fake emails being sent that are posing as Fr. Paul
(otherwise known as “spoofing”).. If you receive an email that claims to be Fr.
Paul asking, “Are you available”, or requesting for you to call him, or suggesting
that he is in trouble and needs your help, you can be sure that it is not legitimate.
Such emails are notorious for having misspellings. The easiest way to tell that it
is not a legitimate email is if the email address does not end in @stpiusxcc.org.

Stations of the Cross - A Lenten Tradition
Join us for Stations of the Cross every Friday evening of Lent at 7:00 p.m. The
stations are a long tradition, which has basis in the ancient Church when people
made pilgrimages to the holy sites where Jesus exercised his ministry. Over time,
people began to trace the steps of Jesus on the road to Calvary within their own
churches, particularly when it was no longer safe to travel to the Holy Land. Join
us in keeping this tradition alive. It only requires one-half hour of time.

CRS Rice Bowls – Encounter the Dhathcroos Family
The Dhathcroos family returned home, after fleeing
violence in their country, to build a prosperous farm and
become a vital contributor to their community. How can you
assist refugees in your community to rebuild their lives?

40 Cans for Lent!
Let’s fill those four barrels at the doors of the church for our Lenten project, “40
Cans for Lent”! We are down from last year at this time. We’ve collected a total
of 691 pounds so far, which is actually just a little over half of
what we collected at this time last year. Let’s keep those cans
coming! Please bring canned, boxed or bagged items, nothing
frozen or perishable. Your donations are being donated to the
Food Bank of Corpus Christi.

Busy Person’s Lenten Retreat
Are you interested in attending a retreat while still being able to continue
your normal day? The Busy Person’s Retreat is for you! You will commit to
30 minutes of Scriptural prayer daily and meet with a spiritual companion oneon-one for 30-45 minutes a day. The retreat will be offered at Incarnate Word
Convent, 5201 Lipes Blvd. from April 1-4, 2019. The retreat will begin with an
organizational meeting on Sunday afternoon (3/31). Monday to Thursday there
will be an individual session with an IW Sister scheduled at a mutually agreeable
time. Reservations can be made with Sr. Martha O’Gara by phone at 361-8825413 or by email at smogara@iwbscc.org. Deadline: March 25, 2019. (Number
of applicants is limited to a first come, first served basis.)

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, March 24th
11:00AM-6:00PM – Cubs - PH
11:30AM – RCIA – YC
1:00-5:30PM –Life Teen – YC
Monday, March 25th
3:15-4:15PM – School ballet – PH
6:00PM – Cubs – CAF
6:00-9:30PM – WWP – YC
6:30PM – Confirmation classes - CC#1&2
7:15PM – Scouts – CAF
Tuesday, March 26th
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey groups – CC#1&2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey Group – CC#2
1:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
6:00PM – Cubs – CAF
6:00-8:00PM – Meeting - PH
6:30-7:30PM – CMSE – CC#1
7:00PM – Angels – Child. Chapel
Wednesday, March 27th
7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
4:30-8:30PM – EDGE - YC
6:30PM – CCD – CC#1&2
Thursday, March 28th
1:00-4:00PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00PM – Cub Scouts - CAF
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, March 29th
9:00-11:00AM – WWP – YC
2:00-5:00PM – Chess Club – CC#1
2:45-3:15PM – School Stations of the Cross - CH
7:00PM – Stations of the Cross – CH
Saturday, March 30th
7:30AM – 3:00PM – Diocesan group – CC#1
1:00-5:00PM – Cubs - PH
Sunday, March 31st
11:00AM – Cubs - PH
11:30AM – RCIA – YC
1:00-5:30PM –Life Teen – YC
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Life Teen High School Spring Retreat: April 26-28
Our Life Teen High School Ministry will be having our Spring Retreat at the Blue Oak ranch near Leakey, Texas. Registration
forms can be found in the back of the church and in the youth building. Deadline to register is April 24. More info to come.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Life Teen (High School): Sundays @ 2:45pm
EDGE (Middle School): Wednesdays @ 6:30pm

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Candy Needed for Easter Egg Hunt
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt for the kids is in need of candy only. We have plenty of the plastic eggs. Please
make sure that the candy is individually wrapped so that it can be put in the eggs. You can drop your candy
donations by the parish office or by the youth building during office hours.

Evening of Prayer & Reflection for Women
Walking With Purpose Bible Study invites all women of St. Pius X Parish for an evening of prayer and reﬂection to prepare for
Holy Week. Included will be a talk given by Sister Miriam James Heidland, SOLT, along with adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
and an opportunity to receive the healing Sacrament of Reconciliation. Mark your calendars for April 15th from 7-9pm here in
the church.

Diocesan Vocation Awareness Retreat
The Diocesan Vocation Awareness Retreat is a discernment weekend (March 29-31) designed for young men and women
ages 18-35, who are searching and discerning God’s call in their lives. The retreat is designed to help young adults explore and
learn more about the various vocations in the Church that God might be calling them to in a peaceful, no-pressure environment
of prayer, reflection and communion. The retreat will be led by priests and religious sisters and brothers, who will also be
available to accompany retreatants. Registration is now open online at ccpriest.org/register. There is a $25 cost for the weekend
– Scholarships, if needed, are available upon request.

UNPLANNED – A True Story
The movie UNPLANNED is the true story of Abby Johnson, Planned Parenthood clinic director turned pro-life advocate and
speaker. The USCCB Prolife Secretariat Chair, Archbishop Joseph Naumann has said this about this highly anticipated movie:
“If you see one movie this year, see the movie UNPLANNED. The movie depicts the true story of the prayers and compassion of
pro-life sidewalk counselors being the human instruments that God used in bringing a former Planned Parenthood clinic director,
former employee of the year, Abby Johnson, out of the abortion clinic into the offices of 40 Days for Life.” UNPLANNED is showing
at the Century 16 theater, 6685 S Padre Island Dr, Corpus Christi, TX 78412 Thursday, March 28 – Wednesday, April 3. Tickets are
$10 for adults at the non-matinee price. We are in the midst of a great effort to pack the theaters on opening weekend to ensure
the continued success of this movie. Our hope is that many people will see it. In an online webinar coordinated with the USCCB,
Abby Johnson said that in her opinion, this movie should be “mandatory viewing” for high school teens and up.
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School News By Principal Bryan Krnavek
Our Mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ-centered environment to become a loving,
productive citizen in today’s world.
On Wednesday of this past week, our 3rd
through 6th grade students participated in a Lenten Retreat,
led by IWA Campus Ministry Director Ashley Cartwright. On
Thursday and Friday, school was dismissed at 1:00 p.m. so that
teachers could conduct Parent Conferences. Parents had the
opportunity to speak one-on-one with their child’s teacher about
their progress, concerns and questions. At St. Pius X Catholic
School, we believe that good communication between teachers
and parents is a key factor to any child’s success. Before
dismissal on Friday, our students participated in the Stations of
the Cross led by our 5th graders. The privilege of participating
in the Stations of the Cross during the school day is a “perk” of
attending a Catholic school. This is a great way for our kids to
participate and carry on this tradition.
This coming week, we will have a Student Council meeting on
Monday afternoon, our annual visit from the Office of Catholic
Schools will happen on Thursday and we will conclude the week
with our 5th and 6th grade students traveling to the Schulenburg
area to visit the Historic Painted Churches of Texas.
Over the last few days, our school has received two generous
donations. The Marguerite Sours Foundation, based out of
Rockport, Texas, sent a check for $5000. In addition, the St.
Pius X Catholic School P.T.O. has given us $15,000, bringing
the total to $62,500 towards their $75,500 commitment to
the school. Thanks to both organizations for their generous
contributions. The money will be put to good use.
The time is getting closer! Our annual Golf Classic will be held
on Friday, April 12, 2019 at the Corpus Christi Country Club,
with registration and lunch beginning at 12 noon, followed by a
shotgun start at 1:00 p.m. Teams are forming and sponsors are
lending us a hand with their support. However, we need MORE
players. Our goal is 100 players or more! We will have nice
prizes, as well as live and silent auction items for our golfers to
bid on during the course of the day. If you know anyone who
might want to play on a team, please have them call the school
at 992-1343 for a registration form, or they can register on our
website at www.stpiusxschoolcc.org. We are blessed to have
such great support from all who are purchasing raffle tickets
and making extra donations. The winners of the raffle will be
announced on April 11th, the day before the tournament. I told
our students that if we reach our goal of $10,000 on the raffle,
I would do something silly like last year when I sat in a dunking
booth during Field Day. This year they want to slime me if our
goal is reached.
Pre-registration for the 2019-2020 school year is still in
progress. We have openings available in all of our grades, so
if you know of anyone who wants to receive a great Catholic
education for their child(ren), send them our way. We would
love to show them what our school has to offer. I ask that you
continue to pray for all Catholic schools.
Have a Blessed Week and pray for the success of our Annual
Golf Classic!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
LOADS OF FUN, PRAYER AND STUDY
COMING YOUR WAY!

This epic African adventure engages the whole herd. At
Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious
faith that powers them through this wild life. Each day at VBS,
kids travel through field-tested rotations that reinforce relevant
Bible Points and immerse kids in new adventures.
WHAT: VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
WHERE:
ST. PIUS X CHURCH
WHEN:
June 17-21
Register now for the EARLY BIRD discount- $25, otherwise, $30 after May 31st.
Registration forms can be found at the main doors of the
church or in the parish office during office hours.

Sacramental Prep II
Catechist: Corinna Longoria
Fifth Grade
Catechist: Rachael Koskowich

FIRST RECONCILIATION
April 13th 8:30 – 12:30
Youth Center
Sacramental Prep II and Catholic School-2nd Grade

Texas A&M Live Well w/Diabetes Classes at JP II
Each year, 1.5 million Americans are diagnosed with
diabetes. Millions more have it and don’t even know it. The
good news: type 2 diabetes is largely preventable through diet
and exercise. To support your family’s journey toward healthy
living, we’ve teamed up with the Texas A&M Coastal Bend
Health Education Center to provide a FREE program so you
can prevent diabetes and other chronic diseases. It will be
at St. John Paul II High School on Wednesday, April 3, 2019
form 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Extra perk: After completing this class,
you are eligible to enroll in a FREE 12-week physical activity
program! To enroll: Call 1.866.524.1408

BULLETIN SPONSOR
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, March 23rd
8:15AM † Kathleen Tuohy by the Wilson Family
5:30PM † Behn Hubbard Annv. by Jim & Carolyn Buehrig
Sunday, March 24th
8:00AM † Bill Hennings by Joan Hennings
10:00AM † Janet Peterson by Cheryl Johnson
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM † Celia G. Cruz by Emma Cuellar
Monday, March 25th
6:30AM † Jered Groner’s Intentions by Thomas Groner
8:15AM † Ethel Batte by the Reumuth family
Tuesday, March 26th
6:30AM † John Boyd by Lucy Boyd
8:15AM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
Wednesday, March 27th
6:30AM † Patricia Janosek by Sid & Michele Stovall		
8:15AM † Lowell & Alice Didear by their family
† David Gerdes by Angie Gerdes
Randy & Jeraldine Sykora’s Int’s. by Michele Stovall
† Albert T. Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Kevin Harrington by James Kelly
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
5:30PM
Valerie Pompa’s Intentions by J.T.S.
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† James W. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly		
Thursday, March 28th
6:30AM † Sterling Achee Annv. by Anna Vrazel
8:15AM † Lee Fergus by Norman Paris
Friday, March 29th
6:30AM † Norma Lawrence by Germaine Kraft
8:15AM † Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.		
5:30PM † Richard & Dorothy Mathews by their family
Saturday, March 30th
8:15AM † Lillian Speed by Goldie Acuña
5:30PM † Annie Krnavek by Theresie Krnavek
Sunday, March 31st
8:00AM † Penny Pacheco Annv. by Randy & Jeraldine Sykora
10:00AM † Roman & Luisa Arevalo by their family
12:00PM † Mary Alice Langley by Rose & Ed Jarvis
5:30PM For the Parishioners

6

Financial Report for Sunday 3/17/2019
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $16,818.72
Sunday Online...................... $3,848.00
Other....................................... $800.00
Easter Flowers........................ $310.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $21,776.72
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity...................... $2,402.39
Black/Indian Missions................ $45.00
Ash Wednesday........................ $60.00
Total Other Contributions...... $2,507.39
Total Contributions.............. $24,284.11
Promissory Note – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (6/21/2016)
Amount borrowed............. $550,000.00
Amt paid as of 2/28/19..... $240,243.28
Balance Due..................... $309,756.72

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Andres Alvarez, Sugar Arras, Abby
Arredondo, Tamra Bacon, Jeanie Balli, Elida Benavides, Bernice
Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig, Stella &
Michael Campos, Allison Cash, Sylvia Chatelain, Sabrina Cisneros,
Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie,
Janet Daehne, Patrick Delgado, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda
DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste, Pud’n
Dellinger, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza,
Elijah Ethridge, Real Fay, Bobby Floyd, Berta Garcia, Esperanza
Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson
Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Laura Griffith, Jared Groner, Monte
Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna
Hernandez, Ruben Hinojosa, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Gloria
Jock, Elizabeth Johnson, Ida Johnson, Frank Kolda, Betty Kollaja,
Arlene Leep, Liz Leeper, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka,
Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Pat McLemore,
Victor Medina, Barbara Mikulik, Melynda Moore, John Morgan, Liz
Morgan, Velma Muniz, Sterling Murphy, Anna Fay Olenick, Mary
Osborne, Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie Pompa, Dolores
& Derrel Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma Ramirez, Tino
Ramos, John Rank, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca
Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Albert Rubio, David
Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Janie
San Miguel, David N. Scherzer, Toni Sharif, Catherine Shaw, Msgr.
Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith,
Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Donna
Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Elvira
Wendl, Judy West, Cynthia Williams, Michelle Hudson Yoxall and
all those who asked for and need our prayers.

