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Fourth Sunday of Easter

Dear Friends,
A report that came out this past week had an alarming statistic. It mentioned that 80 percent of all
religious persecution worldwide is perpetrated against Christians. Published in the wake of bombings of Christian
churches in Sri Lanka, the report states that Christian persecution is on the rise. The same report further states
that one in nine Christians worldwide are being persecuted. Certainly, this is an eye-opening revelation.
In some ways, it is not surprising to see that Christians are experiencing more and more antagonism.
Society has seemingly grown more and more secular as standards of living have improved. Closer to home,
many of us have probably noticed how Christian principles, values, and ideas are increasingly frowned upon
in a world that has become more individualistic. The eroding of family bonds has fostered a greater cynicism
with regard to the Christian ideals we used to hold so dear. Broken relationships have led to young people’s
reliance upon outside sources for guidance and meaning – sources that may not be all that wise. What used to
be accepted moral principles, as taught by family members and communities, are now challenged by a broader
exposure to other ideas about what is moral and right.
Living according to Christian principles can be difficult and has in many ways, always been countercultural.
Christian standards are not easily accepted by a secular society. Extremist religions and ideologies also
contribute to violent reactions to Christianity. This has left us vulnerable, especially in light of the fact that
Christianity generally calls for non-retaliation.
In the face of increasing persecution and scorn, the question arises: “How come God allows this?” It
is a good question. Interestingly, the gospel this weekend seemingly tells us that these things shouldn’t be
happening to us. The image the gospel portrays is that we are sheep who are cared for and protected by Jesus,
the Good Shepherd. If this is the case, why are his followers experiencing increased opposition?
Jesus says, “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish.” At first glance, a reading of this passage appears to tell us that the Lord always looks
after and protects his sheep and that no one can harm the sheep that belong to him. In one way, this is true.
Jesus always guards and looks after us. At the same time, if we look at the history of the Church, we can see
that this doesn’t mean that we will be free of hardship and persecution. On the contrary, chances are we will find
greater struggle precisely because
we are Christian. As a shepherd,
Jesus is not so much protecting us
from physical harm (although he
may do this from time to time), but
he is sheltering us from spiritual
harm. If we remain a part of his
flock, we have the assurance that
we shall never perish spiritually.
In other words, if we listen to the
voice of the shepherd and follow
him, he will give us eternal life.
This means that he will strengthen
us in the face of evil and fortify
us against those things that would
destroy our soul. If we stay close
to the sacraments and the life of
piety and charity, he will embolden
us against attacks and give us
right judgment and discernment.
He will safeguard our souls from
complacency and apathy.
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We may not necessarily be shielded
from persecution and the vitriol that is thrown
at us, but we will find ourselves capable of
standing united in faith and comforted in
spirit. Others may take our lives, but we will
stand confident that we will live beyond life.
With the increasing tide of ill-will
against believers, what should we do? The
short answer is that we should pray ever
more fervently and request the gift of God’s
grace to sustain us so that we will remain
members of the flock. Will we ever face
the danger that some are facing in other
parts of the world? Possibly. Will we be
threatened with our lives? It is hard to
know. However, we do know that Christ is
the Good Shepherd and he never abandons
the sheep. He will always be with us and
supply us with whatever we need to remain
true. The greatest gift we have is the gift of
the Eucharist to lift up our lives of faith and
deepen our bonds with the Shepherd.
What greater example do we
have than our mothers. They always offer
guidance and help. They try to shepherd
us on the path of maturity and love. They
nurture us and do what they can to protect
us. Can they always prevent harm from
happening to us? No. But they will never
leave us wanting in terms of support and
love. Their love gives us strength no matter
what comes our way. God bless all of our
mothers on this Mother’s Day! We love you!

Mother’s Day Prayer
Loving God, we thank
you for all the mothers
in the world. Bless them
so that they may always
give life and nourishment
to their children through
their firm faith, generous
and selfless love, good
example and constant concern for their bodily
and spiritual health. Grant that we, their
children, may honor them always with a spirit
of profound love, respect and thanksgiving.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Men’s Club B-B-Q Chicken
Plan ahead for our Men’s Club B-B-Q
chickens. All you need to do is provide the
sides! They will be selling B-B-Q chicken after
Masses on Sunday, May 19th. A half chicken
with be $4.50 and a whole chicken $8.00.

Second Collection for Retired
and Infirmed Priests
This weekend the second collection is for the
Retired and Infirmed Priests of our diocese.
Your gift to this collection provides vital support
for medications, nursing care and more. It
also helps religious communities implement
long-term retirement strategies that ensure both
quality eldercare and continued service to the
people of God.
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parish website

www.spxcc.org

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Prayer Quilt Ministry
The Saint Rose of Lima Comforters prayer quilt ministry would like to thank the
clergy, staff, and parishioners of St. Pius X for their continuing support. We have
been making prayer quilts for four years now and have distributed over 400 to
people with long term illnesses. We wouldn’t have been able to do it without your
encouragement and contributions of supplies or money to buy them. We are still
going strong! We meet every Monday from 12:00-3:00. If you sew or quilt or want
to learn, we would love to have you join us. Also, we are always taking requests
for prayer quilts and memory quilts to honor a loved one who has passed away.
For more information, please call Michiel Landers at 304-422-6141.

Scholarship Donations
We are currently accepting contributions for our two scholarships; the
Christopher Janosek and Emil & Marie Habeeb Scholarships. The graduating
seniors in our parish will have the opportunity to apply for this scholarship money.
If you would like to donate to either of these scholarships, you can drop your
donation in the collection basket or make an online contribution. The scholarships
will be awarded at the Graduation Mass.

Christopher Janosek/Emil & Marie Habeeb Scholarships
All graduating high school seniors are invited to apply for the Christopher
Janosek/Emil & Marie Habeeb scholarships. Applications can be picked up from
the back of the church, parish office, and youth building or on our website. The
deadline to apply is May 17th. No late submissions will be taken so make sure
to get your applications in.

Feeling a little empty? Spend time with Jesus!
Do you feel as though you are running out of steam? Do you feel distant from
God? Do you enjoy your relationship with God? We would like to invite you to
an hour of prayer in the church every Thursday evening from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Come spend some time in the presence of the Lord in adoration before the
Blessed Sacrament. You’re guaranteed to feel rejuvenated and more peaceful
after passing time in the presence of Our Savior!

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, May 12th
11:30AM – RCIA – YC
Monday, May 13th
3:15-4:15PM – School ballet – PH
6:00PM – Cubs – Cafeteria
6:30PM – Confirmation classes & practice – CC#1&2
7:15PM – Scouts – CAF
Tuesday, May 14th
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey groups – CC#1&2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey Group – CC#2
1:00-3:00PM – Sultanas – R
1:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
6:30PM – CMSE – CC#1
6:30PM – Cubs – CAF
7:00PM – Angels – Child. Chapel
Wednesday, May 15th
7:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
8:00-11:00AM – School - PH
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
4:30-8:30PM – EDGE - YC
6:30PM – CCD - CC#1&2
Thursday, May 16th
1:00-4:00PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00-8:00PM – K. of C. – CC#1
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, May 17th
Saturday, May 18th
7:00AM-12:00PM – Men’s Club – PH-K
1:00-6:00PM – Cubs - PH
Sunday, May 19th
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
Men’s Club Sale of BBQ Chicken after Masses
12:30AM-4:30PM – J.T.D. #193 – CAF
1:00-5:30PM – LIFE TEEN - YC
1:30PM – Baptisms – CH

Explore Week
EXPLORE is a summer experience for young men who are enrolled in high
school or who will be enrolling this fall, as well as recent high school graduates,
that want to understand their faith better, know themselves better, have fun, and
make new friends from all over the diocese. Staffed by priests and deacons,
along with seminarians and others thinking about a vocation to priesthood,
EXPLORE often helps a young man discern his God given vocation. In a society
that does not seem to understand how someone could accept a vocation to the
priesthood, it helps him to meet others who would like to know more and also
those who have been in priestly formation. However, EXPLORE is not just all talks
or prayer, but also a lot of fun! The facilities at Camp Aranzazu include fishing,
sports facilities, swimming pool and much more! This retreat takes place July
22 – July 26, 2019. Registration deadline July 8, 2019 and cost is $60.00. For
more information, please call the Vocations office at (361)882-6191.
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School News By Principal Bryan Krnavek
Graduation Mass
All graduating seniors are invited to participate in a
graduation Mass acknowledging your achievement on Sunday,
May 26 at the 5:30pm Mass. If you or your child is graduating
from either high school or college and would like to participate
in this Mass please call the parish office at 361-993-4053 and
ask for the Youth Office to let us know your name and school
you are graduating from. Also graduates and their families
are invited to attend a celebration dinner in your honor which
will be held after the graduation Mass at 6:30pm in the Youth
Building. If you and your family would like to attend this dinner
please RSVP to the Youth Office with your name, school you’re
graduating from, and number of people that will be attending
by Monday, May 20.
Life Teen (High School): Sundays @ 2:45pm
EDGE (Middle School): Wednesdays @ 6:30pm

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
PERFECT ATTENDANCE
3rd grade—Catechists: Deliea Serrato
&/Annie Suarez
4th grade—Catechists: Mrs. & Mrs. Ayala
Sacramental Prep III--Catechists:
Amy Nye/Linda Lopez

NEXT WEDNESDAY—MAY 15TH
There will be an end of the year party for the children and their
parents. Please join us for an end of the year Celebration!

V B S –Vacation Bible School
Register your child/children NOW. This is a week of fun while
learning and experiencing God’s love for us. Enrollment is
limited so hurry and register now. Registration is available on
line or at the parish office.
WHERE: ST. PIUS X CHURCH
WHEN: June 17-21, 8:00am – 12:30pm
Register now for the EARLY BIRD discount-$25, otherwise, $30 after May 31st. Registration
forms can be found at the main doors of the
church or in the parish office during office hours.
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Our Mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ-centered environment to become a loving,
productive citizen in today’s world.
The end of school is always an exciting time for
students. Sometimes too exciting! Teachers do their best to
keep the students focused and busy, but it isn’t easy.
So how did we honor our teachers and aides last week during
Teacher Appreciation Week? On Monday, the P.T.O., using a
Fiesta theme, provided an Ole breakfast for the teachers. On
Tuesday, teachers were treated to breakfast tacos and parents
filled in for the teachers at lunchtime so that they could go to eat
lunch off campus. That was a real treat as teachers normally
have 30 minutes to down their lunch before getting back to the
classroom! Wednesday was the day the teachers were treated
to chips and salsa at lunchtime. On Thursday, fresh fruit was
provided in the teacher’s lounge. Friday, teachers were treated
to an assortment of sweet treats. The students also honored
their teachers by providing them with special handwritten cards,
letters or pictures, classroom supplies, yummy snacks, favorite
candies and gift cards. It was a nice week for some fabulous
teachers and aides. Thank you P.T.O., parents and students
for making the teachers feel appreciated!
At 2:00 p.m. last Sunday, May 5th, all of our second grade
students, as well as other students from our parish, made their
First Holy Communion. This was a very special day for these
students, one that they will remember for the rest of their lives.
Our 2nd grade teacher Mrs. Thomas and Sister Barbara Netek
have done a remarkable job of getting these students ready for
this next step in their faith formation. Please keep these young
people in your prayers.
In addition to the 1st Communion ceremony and Teacher
Appreciation activities, we had our Sports Banquet on Tuesday,
our 2nd grade students received their 2nd Holy Communion
on Wednesday followed by a reception hosted by the 1st
grade parents, and Final Registration for those pre-registered
on Thursday. We finished the week with our Cheer Squad
participating in the Buc Days Junior Parade on Saturday morning.
The Volunteer Breakfast will take place this Thursday, May
16th at 8:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall. If you volunteered at our
school in any way this past school year, please join us for some
food, entertainment and good fellowship. Just a small way to
say THANKS!
Happy Mother’s Day this Sunday to all mothers everywhere.
Have a Blessed Week!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
Vacation Bible School is around the corner, June 17-21!!!
We are looking for teens 15-19 to be group leaders. If you are
in Confirmation classes you will need service hours and this is
one way to get them. All in all it is a FUN time for ALL—those
who attend and those who help with the activities. Registration
forms are available on line or at the parish office.

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

May 2019

St. Pius X Catholic Church
www.stpiusxcc.org

Add more joy to your life
St. John Baptist de Rossi
Born in Voltaggio,
Italy, St. John Baptist
de Rossi was born
to devout,
middle class
parents. Being
an excellent
student, he
was invited
to join the Roman College at
the age of thirteen! Ten years
later, John was ordained a
priest. He spent his days
serving prisoners, workers,
and the patients of the local
hospitals and his nights
ministering to the poor people
of the street. He died of illness,
worn out by his labors.

Turn to Mary
During the month of May,
we honor Mary, the Mother of
God (and ours, too). Turn to
her for guidance and
protection and she will bring
you to her Son: “Remember,
O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known that
anyone who fled to thy
protection, implored thy
help, or sought thine
intercession was left
unaided.”
“His mother said
to the servants, ‘Do
whatever he tells
you.’” (John
2:5).
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Joy is more than a feeling – it
comes from making choices that are
pleasing to God. Try these tips to
add joy to your life.
Give three
compliments
every day. “Like
golden apples in
silver settings are
words spoken at the
proper time”
(Proverbs 25:11).
Look for the
silver lining in
every cloud. “Even
though you meant
harm to me, God
meant it for good, to
achieve his present end,
the survival of many
people” (Genesis 50:20).
Make the best of any situation. “We
know that all things work for good for
those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Tip generously, give freely to the
needy. “He who confers benefits
will be amply enriched,
and he who refreshes others
will himself be refreshed”
(Proverbs 11:25).
Say, “thank you,”
often. “In all
circumstances give thanks,
for this is the will of God
for you in Christ Jesus” (1
Thessalonians 5:18).
Sing in the shower.
“But I shall sing of your
strength, extol your love at
dawn, for you are my
fortress, my refuge in time
of trouble”(Psalm 59:17).
Trust God’s judgment
more than your own. “Trust
in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and
he will make straight your paths”
(Proverbs 3:5-6).

Why do Catholics
invoke the Holy Spirit?
As the Third Person of the
Trinity, the Holy Spirit
is invoked every
time we make the
Sign of the Cross. In
Baptism, he dwells in
our souls and makes us
children of God (Romans
8:15). He makes us

receptive to God’s grace. He also
teaches and helps us to
pray. He guides
and protects us, just
as he guides and protects
the Church. Through his
gifts, he inspires and enables
us to do the good we ought to
do.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, May 11th
5:30PM † Dora Almendarez & Helen Boyd by Lucy Boyd
Sunday, May 12th
8:00AM † Joseph Russell & Olivia Cardona by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † Susanne O’Connell by Judy & Bob Buchanan
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM
Mother’s Day Novena
Monday, May 13th
8:15AM
Mother’s Day Novena
Tuesday, May 14th
8:15AM Mother’s Day Novena
Wednesday, May 15th
8:15AM Lowell & Alice Didear by their family
† Berta Chavana by husband and family
† Bill Hennings by Joan Hennings
† Maudine Prunty Annv. by the Reumuth family
† Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Mary Pat & Albert T. Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Kevin Herrington by James Kelly
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
5:30PM Mother’s Day Novena
Thursday, May 16th
		
8:15AM Mother’s Day Novena
Friday, May 17th
8:15AM Mother’s Day Novena
5:30PM † Elva Laurel by Emma Cuellar
Saturday, May 18th
5:30PM
Mother’s Day Novena
Sunday, May 19th
8:00AM † Vera Catchings Annv. by Lisa & Dewayne Catchings
10:00AM † Randy Havel Annv. by DeAnna Havel
12:00PM For the Parishioners
5:30PM
Mother’s Day Novena
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 5/5/2019
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $15,876.22
Sunday Online...................... $9,421.00
Other Income........................... $310.00
Filipino 1st Friday.................... $527.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $26,134.22
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $640.00
Rice Bowls................................. $56.99
Catholic Home Missions............ $48.22
Retired/Infirmed Priests........... $225.00
Total Other Contributions........ $ 970.21
Total Contributions.............. $27,104.43
Promissory Note – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (6/21/2016)
Amount borrowed............. $550,000.00
Amt paid as of 2/28/19..... $240,243.28
Balance Due..................... $309,756.72

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Andres Alvarez, Sugar Arras, Abby
Arredondo, Tamra Bacon, Jeanie Balli, Art Barrera, Elida
Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy
Buehrig, Stella & Michael Campos, Allison Cash, Sylvia Chatelain,
Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole
Cotter, Shirley Currie, Janet Daehne, Patrick Delgado, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n
Dellinger, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza,
Elijah Ethridge, Real Fay, Bobby Floyd, Berta Garcia, Esperanza
Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson
Gavarkovs, Alberta Gavcia, Deborah Giese, Jared Groner, Monte
Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna
Hernandez, Ruben Hinojosa, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Gloria
Jock, Elizabeth Johnson, Ida Johnson, Frank Kolda, Frank &
Betty Kollaja, Arlene Leep, Liz Leeper, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez,
Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Pat
McLemore, Victor Medina, Barbara Mikulik, Melynda Moore, John
Morgan, Liz Morgan, Velma Muniz, Sterling Murphy, Anna Fay
Olenick, Mary Osborne, Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie
Pompa, Dolores & Derrel Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas,
Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Stella Rollins, John &
Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast,
Albert Rubio, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar,
Luis Salazar, Janie San Miguel, David N. Scherzer, Toni Sharif,
Catherine Shaw, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine
Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey,
Mamie Stoner, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez,
Leah Villalobos, Santana Villarreal, Elvira Wendl, Judy West,
Cynthia Williams, Michelle Hudson Yoxall and all those who asked
for and need our prayers.

