“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

November 17, 2019

Thirty Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Dear Friends,
One of the great tragedies over the last couple of decades is that certain irreplaceable cultural, artistic,
and religious treasures have been obliterated by people with extreme ideologies. You may recall that, before
there even was a 9/11 tragedy, there was an obscure radical group called the Taliban that destroyed some
monumental statues of Buddha in Afghanistan by converting them to rubble with artillery fire and explosives.
The statues were 115 feet and 174 feet tall and had survived 1,700 years, but were gone overnight. Why were
they destroyed? Because they were considered un-Islamic.
Fast-forward several years, and we also had the destruction of an ancient monastery by ISIS in Syria.
This was another significant site and one of the oldest Christian churches, which has now been lost. Such
has been the fate of other ancient UNESCO sights, like Palmyra in Syria, that have also been indiscriminately
destroyed by the same group. People worldwide were shocked and decried such barbarism.
I have to admit, it hurt my heart to see so many ancient treasures disappear. Such incidents led me to
consider: “If I am personally appalled by such senseless destruction of things so remote to me, how would I feel
if someone struck something more near and dear to my heart? What if a prominent and universally recognizable
sacred shrine – say, a significant church of Christendom in Rome were destroyed?”
It is almost inconceivable to imagine one of our beloved basilicas being destroyed by this kind of heinous
act, but in some sense, one can imagine what was on the minds and hearts of the Jewish people when their
glorious and beloved Temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. It must have been heart-wrenching to say the least. It is
obvious that the ramifications of that destruction are still very much felt even today. Jewish devotees continue
to go and pray at the Wailing Wall (Western Wall), which is the western retaining wall of the Temple that was
destroyed. They continue
to yearn for the day when
the temple would be restored.
I wonder how
I would feel if our own
church were desecrated?
It is enough of a violation
that we have had a
handful of items stolen
from the church in recent
years. But, to lose the
entire structure would be
devastating. Most of us
consider this home. Many
significant moments of our
lives have been connected
with our church. To lose it
would be devastating.
In the gospel,
Jesus makes a prediction
about the eventual
demise of the Temple in
Jerusalem. This became
reality only a few decades
later. Moreover, Jesus
makes the point that those
who are his disciples will
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experience great tribulation and many hardships. It was to be a time of great suffering.
Despite the impending trials, he reminds his disciples that they would be taken care of and
that “not a hair on your head will be destroyed.” In the midst of the bad things, something good
will also accompany them. His message is that the good will always prevail in the end.
Jesus’s words about the eventual destruction of the temple indicates that he will
replace the temple with the temple of his body. In him we will now find our home. The temple
of his body is something far superior to the material temple, because it is through the temple
of his body that we have been redeemed, which is something that could not occur by means
of an earthly temple.
Jesus reminds us that despite the many struggles we will endure, we must stay close
to him. His is a kingdom that cannot be destroyed and his kingdom lies within the human
heart. Earthly temples will eventually cease to be. However, Jesus and his kingdom will
endure forever. We have nothing to fear! Let us remember that in the end, people may kill
the body, but they cannot kill the soul where Jesus resides. No matter what happens in our
lives, let us build a temple within our hearts – a sacred place for Christ to dwell. Let’s ask
the Lord to come dwell within us and make our hearts fit for his presence.
God bless,
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May She Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of parishioner Aurelia “Real” Fay whose funeral Mass
was held here this past week. Please keep her family your prayers.

Acts of Charity Purple Bag Collection
The purple bag collection for the works of our Acts of Charity ministry will be taken today.
Thank you for your generosity and kindness.

Book of the Deceased
In the Sanctuary, near the baptismal font, you will notice that we have placed a stand
with The Book of the Deceased on it. We invite you to enroll in this book the names of your
loved ones and friends who have died. Throughout the entire month of November, we will
remember those individuals listed in all our prayers and Masses. May their souls, and the
souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

All Souls Candle Remembrances
If a candle was lit at the All Souls service for one of your loved ones, the glass in
which the votive candle burned is available for you to have as a reminder of your
loved one.   If you want the glass, please pick it up at the parish office by Friday,
November 22nd, during office hours.

U. S. Flag Retirement Drop Off
As part of his Eagle Scout project, Aaron Holly, a scout from Troop 157,
constructed a drop-off box for old and worn U.S. Flags that need to be properly
retired. As you may know, U.S. Flags should not be thrown in the trash but must
be given a proper retirement ceremony. Our scout troop has done many such
ceremonies throughout the years. Aaron has placed a box in our parish office
to collect such flags. If you have any old and worn U.S. Flags that need to be
retired, please bring them by the office during regular office hours and our troop
will give them a proper retirement.

Men’s Club Memorial Mass
The annual Memorial Mass for the deceased members of
the Men’s Club will be held on Sunday November 24th at
the 12:00 noon. Mass. A luncheon in the Parish Hall will
follow. Widows of the deceased member and their family
are invited to attend to honor the men and their ministry to
the parish. We are grateful to these men and their service
to the Lord at St. Pius X.

Thanksgiving Day Mass and Meal
We encourage all of you to celebrate Thanksgiving by joining
us for Mass at 10:00 a.m. in the Church. Please feel free to
bring the bread that you will share at your Thanksgiving meal
(baked or unbaked) to the Mass to be blessed.
We will have our annual Thanksgiving Meal for all parishioners
who are not able to celebrate with family or friends. Please
RSVP to the parish office, 361-993-4053, by this Friday, November 22nd. It
will be held in the Parish Hall after the 10:00 a.m. Mass on Thanksgiving Day,
Thursday, November 28th.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, November 17th
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
St. John Neuman Fundraiser after Masses
11:30AM-1:00PM – RCIA – YC
1:30PM – Baptisms - CH
Monday, November 18th
6:30PM – Confirmation classes – CC#1&2
7:15PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, November 19th
7:00-8:00AM- Men’s Journey group – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey group – CC#2
1:30PM – MAP – CC#1
2:25-3:15PM – School – CH
7:00-8:30PM – A.F.F. - YC
7:00PM – Angels – Children’s Chapel
Wednesday, November 20th
7:00-8:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
6:30-7:30PM – CCD & - CC#1&2
Thursday, November 21st
1:00-5:00PM – Bridge groups – CC#1&2
2:00-3:30PM – A.F.F. - YC
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, November 22nd
6:30PM – Wedding Rehearsal - CH
Saturday, November 23rd
6:00-8:00AM – TMIY – CC#2
8:00AM-12:00PM – Men’s Club – PH-K
2:00PM – Wedding - CH
6:00-10:00PM – Y.T.D. - #193 - PH
Sunday, November 24th
BLOOD BANK DRIVE – 9 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
8:00AM-2:00PM – Men’s Club luncheon - PH
11:30AM-1:00PM – RCIA – YC

IMPORTANT: Upcoming Bulletin Deadline
Due to the upcoming holiday and the parish office being closed a few days
next week for Thanksgiving, the deadline for announcements for the December
1st bulletin is Monday, November 25th, at 3:00 p.m.

Thanks to Scout Timothy Nye for Pergola
As part of his Eagle Scout Project, Timothy Nye, a member of Troop 162,
has constructed a pergola covering for the rectory patio to provide shelter and
shade for the grill which is used to cook for numerous parish functions, including
meals for visiting priests and other guests. We would like to thank Mr. Nye for
his project benefiting our parish. Congratulations on a job well done and good
luck on your Eagle Rank!
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
LIFE TEEN
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass
This week Life Teen will be having a Social. Next week we
will be starting a new series talking about Christmas called
Unwrapped.
Sunday, Nov. 17 - Social Night
Sunday, Nov. 24 - Unwrapped Week 1: Get ready to receive
God’s Gift

EDGE

Reminder – There will be no Confirmation
or Religious Education class the week of
Thanksgiving. These dates are Monday,
November 25th, and Wednesday, November 27th.
If you are the parent of a child/children
receiving sacraments this year, remember that
a copy of your child’s Baptismal Certificate is needed. So
if you have not already turned one into Sr. Barbara Netek,
then please do so promptly.

Wednesday @ 6:30pm
Wed., Nov. 20 - Viva!: A night on the Solemnity of Christ
the King
Wed., Nov. 27 - NO EDGE! Happy Thanksgiving!

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Preparing for Christ – Advent 2019
Join us in Adult Faith Formation as we journey through Advent with Fr. Mitch Pacwa to prepare for the coming
of Christ. During our four sessions, we’ll delve into the Sunday scripture readings for Advent and incorporate
the ancient method of praying the scriptures known as Lectio Divina. Our topics will include: “Wake Up! Get
Ready,” “The King and His Kingdom,” “Rejoice in the Lord,” and “The Incarnate Word.” Evening classes will
start Tuesday, November 19 (7-8:30pm), and afternoon classes will start Thursday, November 21 (2-3:30pm);
both are held in the Youth Center. Pease contact the Parish Office to register.

Donate Blood!
The Coastal Bend Blood Center will be here on Sunday, November 24th, from 9:00am – 2:00pm. Please consider donating
blood. Photo ID required. All donors will receive a T-shirt and a Jack-in-the-Box coupon. While supplies last.

Silver & Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass Celebration
Those blessed by celebrating 25 or 50 years of Sacramental Marriage are invited to attend a special Mass celebrated by
Bishop Michael Mulvey on Sunday, January 12, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. at Corpus Christi Cathedral. A light reception will follow in St.
Joseph’s Hall at the Cathedral. Register at: http://www.diocesecc.org/anniversary-mass or call the Office of Laity, Family and
Life 361-882-6191.
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School News By Asst. Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.
We had a very busy week here at the school. Thank you to all parishioners who attended our Christmas Bazaar.
We had amazing vendors and a great turn out.
The school’s chess team competed in a tournament last weekend. They took first place in its category based on age and
experience at the Saturday area tournament of the Coastal Bend Chess Federation. One of the four team members — fourthgrader George Roberts — won all five of his games and received the first-place individual trophy. Third-grader Jase Garcia
tied for fourth place with four other entrants and received a medal. The two other Blue Jays that competed were fourth-grader
Lizzie Leyba and second-grader Annie Urbanovsky. They all did a fabulous job. The team trophy will be displayed in a prominent
place at the school.
We celebrated Veterans’ Day with a presentation to honor our local Veterans. Thank you to all the Veterans who attended
the event. I hope you felt honored and loved by our teachers and students. Our sixth grade students hosted the event and
did a fantastic job. I am always impressed with the confidence and introspection of our students. I see leadership qualities in
so many of our St. Pius X Blue Jays. Father Paul kicked off the event with a prayer and blessing after the Troop 157 led the
presentation of the colors.
LCDR Margaret Brown was our guest speaker and was phenomenal. She shared her inspiring story and reminded the students
to always take the time to learn from our Veterans. She encouraged them to ask questions and to honor the men and women
who have served and who currently serve in all branches of the military.
Upcoming Events
Fall Open House: Do you have a child or know someone with a child who is searching for a great school to attend? Join us at
our Fall Open House event to tour our facility, meet all the teachers, and take a picture with our Mascot! Event will take place
on November 21st from 6-7p.m. Come and be a member of our Blue Jay Family. Remember… Once a Blue Jay, always a Blue Jay.
Ugly Sweater Bunko/Poker Night: Looking for a fun night out? Join us in the Youth Center for some fun, food, and fellowship.
The event will take place on December 13 at 6 p.m.- 11 p.m. Cost is $20 a person. You can pay at the door but early sign ups
will be put in a drawing.

Love And Mercy Movie - December 2nd
On December 2nd, there will be a showing of the movie Love and Mercy - a move about the life of St. Faustina who promoted
the devotion to the Divine Mercy. The showing will be at Corpus Christi 16 at 7:00 pm that day. There are still seats available.
Visit https://www.fathomevents.com/events/faustina-love-and-mercy to watch a trailer and purchase tickets. In 1931, Jesus
appeared to Faustina Kowalska as the King of Mercy. Clothed in a white robe and emanating two large rays from his side, one
white and one red, He asked Faustina to paint this image of Himself along with the phrase, “Jesus, I trust in You” and to spread
the message of mercy around the world. He promised that anyone who venerated this image would not perish. The gripping new
docudrama LOVE AND MERCY presents unknown facts and recently disclosed documents that shed new light on the vision of Faustina.

Upcoming Seminar on Issues of Abortion
On Saturday, January 18, 2020, there will be a seminar entitled: Abortion. How Did We Get Here? It will feature talks by Dr.
Anthony Joseph and Dr. Benedict Nguyen. Look for more information in the near future.

A Vocation Story
Pope Saint Pius X Kisses His Mother’s Wedding Ring
Pope Pius X was a very humble man and had a saintly mother. Because they were so poor, she worked as a washer woman
and a school janitor to earn enough money so that he could go to the seminary.
When elected pope, he was embarrassed and uncomfortable with the pomp and circumstance of the office. “Look how they
have dressed me up,” he lamented to a friend.
His mother was also present at his installation and kissed his large papal ring, as is the custom. She then presented her tiny
hand with her wedding ring and said, “Now you kiss my ring—for without it, you never would have received yours!”
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, November 16th
5:30PM † Ray & Lola Rose Annv. by Agnes Heiman family & siblings
Sunday, November 17th
8:00AM † Janelle Ballard by Randy Sykora
10:00AM † Annette Wik by Genevieve P. Malott
12:00PM † Alvino Campo / Sultanas Intentions
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, November 18th
8:15AM † Juliet Johnson by Sam & Tre Morris
Tuesday, November 19th
8:15AM † Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
Wednesday, November 20th
8:15AM † Lowell & Alice Didear by their family
† Richard Mathews by his children
† Sid Duerr by Liz & Ken Morgan
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Kevin Harrington by James Kelly		
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Joseph P. Penne by his family		
5:30PM † Theresie Krnavek by Wilbert & Georgia Olsovsky
† Ruth Gutierrez by her family
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
Liliane Van Hoff’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Stella Campos by Art & Mary Salinas
Robert Cotter’s Health by Carole Cotter
Thursday, November 21st
		
8:15AM † Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
Friday, November 22nd
8:15AM † Richard & Dorothy Mathews by their family
5:30PM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
Saturday, November 23rd
5:30PM † Dale Baird by Pat Baird
Sunday, November 24th
8:00AM † Chris, John & Patricia Janosek by Kevin & Susan Janosek
10:00AM † Martin Hinojosa by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
12:00PM † Men’s Club Memorial Mass
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 11/10/2019
Operating Revenue:
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $16,609.45
Sunday Online...................... $6,608.00
Wish List:................................... $55.00
Gift:....................................... $1,000.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $24,272.45
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $315.00
Military Services...................... $871.00
World Mission.......................... $100.00
Respect Life.............................. $50.00
Total Other Contributions...... $1,336.00
Total Contributions.............. $25,608.45
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd -10/31/19...... $114,074.53
Ending balance................. $275,394.52

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby
Arredondo, Tamra Bacon, Jeanne Baish, Art Barrera, Elida
Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy
Buehrig, Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton, Allison Cash, Sylvia
Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero,
Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Delgado, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n
Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Berta Garcia, Dakota
Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Raquel
Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese,
Ashley Glorfield, Beatriz Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Linda Habeeb,
Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Doyle Harris, Owen Harris, Roger
Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, Graham Hughes,
Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Gloria Jock, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank
Kolda, Frank & Betty Kollaja, Dennis Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana
Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka,
Dottie Margrave, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Barbara Mikulik,
Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz
Morgan, Velma Muniz, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Anna Fay
Olenick, Jason Olog, Mary Osborne, Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena,
Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas,
Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Stella
Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose,
Hedy Rosenast, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis
Salazar, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, David
N. Scherzer, Catherine Shaw, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton,
Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann
Starkey, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah
Villalobos, Santana Villarreal, Judy West, Cynthia Williams, Helen
Witzsche and all those who asked for and need our prayers.

