“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

November 24, 2019

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ the King

Dear Friends,
Looking back on my childhood, one of the games that we used to play was “King of the Hill.” Invariably, the
neighborhood kids and I would come across a pile of dirt somewhere and one of us would climb up to the top and
proclaim, “I’m king of the hill!” Of course, the rest of us would immediately scramble up and try to “dethrone” him
by wrestling “the king” off his lofty perch. It was really a contest as to who among us was mightiest enough to get
to the top and stay there. More often than not, the power over control of the hill exchanged hands frequently.
Now that I am older, it is no longer a game of “King of the Hill”, but rather “Over-the-Hill!” Soon, the struggle
will not be a matter of maintaining power over a hill, but trying to hold onto my youth. I’m sure my body might
have something to say about that!
When we think of kings and kingdoms, we typically think of someone who exerts power over his subjects or
rules with the might of a military force or with the influence of a group of people behind him. Throughout history,
we have seen kings who rule with brutal force or who exercise heavy control over people in an oppressive way.
We don’t have to look too hard to find such oppressive regimes in our own day and time. So many throughout
history have tried to maintain control at all cost against the powers that might have tried to dethrone them. Only
rarely do we ever see a leader or a king that rules with gentleness and genuine concern for the people under his
rule. Some of these have been declared saints, like King Wenceslaus, who is the subject of the hymn, “Good
King Wenceslaus”.
In some ways, each of us tends to seek power over our own domestic kingdoms. Parents often seek to control
situations in the household. Children seek control over siblings (and sometimes even parents). Our human
pride leads us to try to
exert power in various
ways. Even at church
it is not unheard of for
organizations to try to
exert authority over
what they consider to
be their “territory”. Any
attempt to claim an
inordinate amount of
power is a result of our
fallen human nature,
which is preoccupied
too much with self.
When we speak of
Christ as King, though,
we mean something
far different than the
typical notion of what
a king is. The picture
here is that of a King
who serves. Christ is
a King who is willing
to suffer for the benefit
of His subjects. In
essence, his is a
divesting of earthly
power. Even though
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he has full power over earthly realms, he opts
to serve rather than be served.
If we look at the Gospel, the image that
is presented to us is that of Jesus on the
cross. An inscription is placed above Jesus
that reads, “This is the King of the Jews.” This
is not an image of one who reigns in opulence
or who exerts power at all cost to retain his
rule. It is the image of One who looks after
the good of His own subjects over and above
His own good. This is because Christ is not
interested in his own personal gain. He is
interested in us. He does not want to force us
to acknowledge His power. He simply wants
to offer His love for us and wants us to choose
to love Him freely in return and without coercion.
In short, His love surpasses earthly power.
His love is limitless and it can accomplish
anything. What Christ the King has done
for us is far more valuable than precious
metals and opulent palaces. He has gained
for us the priceless gift of salvation and the
opportunity to enter into His eternal reign. Let
us allow Him to reign in our hearts and, as
we celebrate Thanksgiving this week, let us
express heartfelt gratitude for the abundant
good our King has done for us!
God bless!

May They Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of
parishioner Gloria Jock whose service and
burial were held at Seaside this past week
and for Audrey Grove, mother of parishioner
Larry & Donna-Jo Grove, whose funeral
Mass was held here this past week. Please
keep these families in your prayers.

Donate Blood!
The Coastal Bend Blood Center will be
here today, Sunday, November 24th, from
9:00am – 2:00pm. Please consider donating
blood. Photo ID required. All donors will
receive a T-shirt and a Jack-in-the-Box
coupon. While supplies last.

IMPORTANT: Upcoming Bulletin Deadline
Due to the upcoming holiday and the
parish office being closed a few days this
week for Thanksgiving, the deadline for
announcements for the December 1st
bulletin is Monday, November 25th, at 3:00
p.m.

Parish Offices Closed
The parish offices will be closed from
12:00noon on Wednesday, November
27th, thru Friday, November 29th, for the
Thanksgiving holiday. It will reopen on
Monday, December 2nd, at 9:00 a.m. We
would like to wish all of you a very blessed
Thanksgiving!

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

No Adoration or Confessions This Thursday, November 28th
So that families can enjoy the day together, neither confessions nor Adoration
will be held on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 28th. We will resume
both on Thursday, December 5th.

That Man Is You!
TMIY will not meet on Saturday, November 30th in observance of the
Thanksgiving holiday weekend. We will have our last session of the fall semester
on Saturday, December 7th.

Book of the Deceased
In the Sanctuary, near the baptismal font, you will notice that we have placed
a stand with The Book of the Deceased on it. We invite you to enroll in this book
the names of your loved ones and friends who have died. Throughout the entire
month of November, we will remember those individuals listed in all our prayers
and Masses. May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through
the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Thanksgiving Day Mass and Meal

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, November 24th
BLOOD DRIVE: 9AM-2PM
8:00AM-4:00PM – Men’s Club Luncheon – PH & K
Monday, November 25th
7:15PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, November 26th
7:00-8:00AM- Men’s Journey group – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey group – CC#2
1:30PM – MAP – CC#1
2:25-3:15PM – School – CH
7:00PM – Angels – Children’s Chapel
Wednesday, November 27th
7:00-8:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
Thursday, November 28th
OFFICE CLOSED - THANKSGIVING
Friday, November 29th
OFFICE CLOSED
7:00PM – Chopin Concert - CH
Saturday, November 30th

We encourage all of you to celebrate Thanksgiving by joining
us for Mass at 10:00 a.m. in the Church. Please feel free to
bring the bread that you will share at your Thanksgiving meal
(baked or unbaked) to the Mass to be blessed. Meal to follow
in the parish hall for those that RSVP’d.

Parish Christmas Giving Tree
Our Acts of Charity committee will be sponsoring a tennis shoe
drive again this year. Please look for our Christmas Giving Tree in
the vestibule of the Church next weekend. Please do not gift wrap
the shoes. Instead, just attach the ornament to the item and either
drop off at the parish office or place under the giving tree.

Penance Services
Prepare your hearts for the celebration of Our Savior’s Birth! We invite you to
our Advent Penance Services on Monday, December 9th, at 6:30 p.m. and on
Wednesday, December 11th, at 12:00 noon. Several priests from around the
Diocese will be available for confessions at each service.

Sip-N-Shop
St. Pius X 6th grade class invites everyone to come sip some drinks and shop
the beautiful, unique inventory at The Rustic Chic Boutique at 1117 Airline Rd.
on Saturday, December 7th, 5pm-8pm! It is a perfect time to get some early
Christmas shopping done for that special someone that is hard to shop for! Bring
a friend & have fun shopping! Your purchase will also benefit the SPX 6th grade
class. They will receive a portion of the sale proceeds from this Sip N Shop to
use for their Outdoor Class. We can’t wait to see you all there & we appreciate
your support! #BlueJayWay
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Collection for Retirement Fund for Religious

LIFE TEEN
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass
This week Life Teen will be having a Social. Next week we
will be starting a new series talking about Christmas called
Unwrapped.
Sunday, Nov. 24 - Unwrapped Week 1: Get ready to receive
God’s Gift

The annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection will be
taken up throughout the United States on Sunday, December
8th. Despite the ongoing generosity to the annual RFR collection,
numerous religious communities struggle to provide for senior
members. Proceeds from the RFR offer supplemental support
for strengthening retirement savings and meeting such day-today needs as prescription medications and nursing care. Please
be generous.

EDGE
Wednesday @ 6:30pm
Wed., Nov. 27 - NO EDGE! Happy Thanksgiving!

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Upcoming Seminar on Issues of Abortion
On Saturday, January 18, 2020, there will be a seminar entitled:
Abortion. How Did We Get Here? It will feature talks by Dr.
Anthony Joseph and Dr. Benedict Nguyen. The seminar will be
held from 10:00am - 1:00pm at the St. Pius X Catholic Church
Youth Center. To register or for more information call 361-774-8958.

Christmas Flower Offering
At the doors of the church you will find the Christmas Flower Offering envelopes. If you receive your
envelopes in the mail, then you will have one of these in your packet. Please return the Christmas flower
envelopes by Friday, December 13th, so that they can be included in our bulletin.

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Because the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception falls on a Sunday this year, the feast will be transferred to Monday,
December 9th. This year the Immaculate Conception will not be recognized as a Holy Day of Obligation.

Preparing for Christ – Advent 2019
Join us in Adult Faith Formation as we journey through Advent with Fr. Mitch Pacwa to prepare for the coming
of Christ. During our four sessions, we’ll delve into the Sunday scripture readings for Advent and incorporate the
ancient method of praying the scriptures known as Lectio Divina. Our topics will include: “Wake Up! Get Ready,”
“The King and His Kingdom,” “Rejoice in the Lord,” and “The Incarnate Word.” Evening classes started Tuesday,
November 19 (7-8:30pm), and afternoon classes started Thursday, November 21 (2-3:30pm); both are held in the
Youth Center. Pease contact the Parish Office to register.
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School News By Asst. Principal Beth Hinojosa

Our mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ centered environment to become a loving and
productive citizen in today’s world.
It is hard to believe that we are already at the end
of November. The holidays are here and it is a fun time for the
students and teachers at our school. The students love learning
about the different holidays, and our teachers do a fabulous job of
working them into the lessons. For example, our 3rd grade class
is doing a project on Native American symbols. The students get
to choose a Native American name based on their own interests.
They do research on their symbols and write stories using the
symbols to create their final projects. The project is constructed
on brown paper bag material, to make it look like a real deer hide.
This STREAM project covers lessons for social studies, language
arts, and writing. I love walking into all the classrooms and seeing
all the creative ways our students are learning.
For the month of November, our school’s gospel value was
“service.” Over the past few weeks, our school has been doing
many acts of service to teach the children what service looks like.
Last Sunday, our scouts helped greet at mass and take up the
gifts. It is always nice to see our scouts serving our parish. We
also collected items to send to the Catholic Outreach Mission.
We collected enough items to send 14 “boxes of joy” to children
in undeveloped countries so that they would receive Christmas
gifts. We also collected nonperishable food items for the Good
Samaritan Rescue Mission. Items were donated last week. We
also are currently collecting old towels and blankets to donate to
the animal shelter. If you have any that you would like to donate,
you can drop them off at our school office. Lastly, some of our
sixth grade students and their families volunteered last Sunday to
help feed the homeless at the Dorothy Day House. The students
felt a sense of joy serving those who need it most. It is important
for our students to get some “hands on” experience in doing
Jesus’s work, not just reading about it.
Don’t forget to check out our St. Pius X Catholic School
Facebook page, wour Twitter Account @StPiusXCSCCTX, and
South Texas Catholic to view coverage of these events.
Upcoming Events
Ugly Sweater Bunko/Poker Night: Looking for a fun night out?
Join us in the Youth Center for some fun, food, and fellowship.
The event will take place on December 13 at 6 p.m.- 11 p.m. Cost
is $20 a person. You can pay at the door but early sign ups will
be put in a drawing.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
Congratulations to the following class for
perfect attendance:
Sacramental Prep III — Catechist Linda Lopez
Reminder – There will be no Confirmation
or Religious Education class the week of
Thanksgiving. These dates are Monday, November 25th, and
Wednesday, November 27th.
If you are the parent of a child/children receiving sacraments
this year, remember that a copy of your child’s Baptismal
Certificate is needed. So if you have not already turned one
into Sr. Barbara Netek, then please do so promptly.

VOCATIONS CORNER
Mary, Mother of Vocations
“Every aspect of priestly formation can be referred to Mary,
the human being who has responded better than any other
to God’s call. Mary became both the servant and the disciple
of the Word to the point of conceiving, in her heart and in her
flesh, the Word made man, so as to give him to mankind. Mary
was called to educate the one Eternal Priest, who became
docile and subject to her motherly authority. With her example
and intercession the Blessed Virgin keeps vigilant watch over
the growth of vocations and priestly life in the Church.” - Bl.
John Paul II, Pastores Dabo Vobis

Serra Club
If you are interested in fostering and promoting Vocations to the
Priesthood and Religious life by becoming a member of the Corpus
Christi Serra Club please contact the Office of Vocations 361-8826191 ext. 655.

Celebrating 25, 50 or 50+ Years Of Marriage?
If you are celebrating 25, 50 or 50+ years of marriage, you are invited to attend the Anniversary Mass at the
Corpus Christi Cathedral on January 12, 2020. Bishop Michael Mulvey will be the celebrant for this joyous occasion!
Participating couples in attendance will receive a picture with Bishop Wm. Michael Mulvey and a certificate
recognizing their Silver or Golden Anniversary. Registration is open to any validly married couple celebrating 25
or 50, 50+ years of marriage in 2020, and for couples who may have reached either milestone in 2019 and did not
participate in the Mass in 2019. Please register at: https://diocesecc.org/anniversary-mass/or call the Office of
Laity, Family and Life 361-882-6191.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, November 23rd
5:30PM † Dale Baird by Pat Baird
Sunday, November 24th
8:00AM † Chris, John & Patricia Janosek by Kevin/Susan Janosek
10:00AM † Martin Hinojosa by the Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa families
12:00PM † Men’s Club Memorial Mass
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, November 25th
8:15AM † Bruce Balli by Jeanie Balli
Tuesday, November 26th
8:15AM † John Boyd by Lucy Boyd
Wednesday, November 27th
8:15AM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K. H.
† Kevin Harrington by James Kelly
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.		
† James W. Kelly, Sr. by James & John Kelly
† Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Patricia Paris by Norman Paris		
5:30PM † Patrick & Patsy James De Gregorio by their family
† Andrew Achee by Anna Vrazel
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly		
Liliane Van Hoff’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Theresie Krnavek by Wilbert & Georgia Olsovsky
Robert Cotter’s Health by Carole Cotter
Thursday, November 28th
		
10:00AM For the Parishioners
Friday, November 29th
8:15AM † Andrew A. Achee, Jr. by Anna Vrazel
5:30PM † John McHugh Annv. & Julio Reyes Annv. by Delfina McHugh
Saturday, November 30th
5:30PM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
Sunday, December 1st
8:00AM † Olivia Cardona Annv. by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † Zachary Kolda Annv by Frank & Martha Kolda
12:00PM † Larry Lippincott, Anniversary by Gladys Lippincott
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 11/17/2019
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $11,581.05
Sunday Online...................... $4,464.00
Other....................................... $576.85
Total Operating Revenue.... $16,621.90
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity...................... $1,667.36
Military Services...................... $298.00
Respect Life.............................. $50.00
Total Other Contributions...... $2,105.36
Total Contributions.............. $18,637.26
.
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd 10/31/19........ $114,074.53
Ending balance................. $275,394.52

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Kirk Anderson, Sugar Arras, Abby
Arredondo, Tamra Bacon, Jeanne Baish, Art Barrera, Elida
Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy
Buehrig, Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton, Allison Cash, Sylvia
Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero,
Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Delgado, Sandy
DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n
Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood,
Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Bobby Floyd, Berta Garcia, Dakota
Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Raquel
Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese,
Ashley Glorfield, Beatriz Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Linda Habeeb,
Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Doyle Harris, Owen Harris, Roger
Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez, Graham Hughes,
Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Gloria Jock, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank
Kolda, Frank & Betty Kollaja, Dennis Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana
Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka,
Dottie Margrave, Jack McCord, Pat McLemore, Katie Mechlar,
Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John
Morgan, Liz Morgan, Velma Muniz, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol,
Trent O’Connell, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Mary Osborne,
Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores
Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos,
John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales,
Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, David Russell,
Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Janie San Miguel,
Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, David N. Scherzer, Msgr. Richard
Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise SosaVillagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie
Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Santana Villarreal, Judy West, Cynthia
Williams, Helen Witzsche and all those who asked for and need
our prayers.

