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Ordinary Time

Dear Friends,
Let me tell you why I enjoy sports. More specifically, I’d like to focus on basketball, since that is the sport
that intrigues me the most, even though I also enjoy many of the other competitive sports, like football, baseball,
soccer, or any olympic sport for that matter. I particularly like basketball because anything can happen even
within the last few seconds of the game. The adrenaline, the anticipation, the frustration, the exhilaration, and
the butterflies can be felt to the very end. One can run the full gamut of emotions in those final seconds. The
same could be true in any of the sports. Above all, though, the thing that I really find fascinating about sports is
how they involve a certain degree of faith.
For instance, last basketball season, most sports analysts didn’t feel that the Spurs would make it into
the playoffs. While they believed that they might make a good run of it, the analysts were inclined to think that
it would be a rebuilding year for the team and that the playoffs would be beyond their reach. Personally, I can’t
say that I was too optimistic about their chances either, but I managed to foster enough faith that they would
somehow squeak in to the post-season. Incredibly, despite certain challenges that came with rebuilding, the
team did manage to defy expectations and did make it to the playoffs.
As I write this, the basketball pre-season is just beginning, the baseball season is now wrapping up with
teams vying for the finals, and football is just starting to get on a roll. Whatever sport we may fancy, we always
seem to muster up faith that this season will be the one in which our team makes it. That is the stuff of faith. It
bucks the odds. It stirs us to higher expectations. It draws us into realms of what is possible. It dreams and it
hopes. Sometimes it hopes beyond hope.
This is really what is at the heart of the scripture readings this weekend. Jesus speaks of faith when
he tells the disciples that if they had “faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.” What he is saying is that if we open ourselves up to
even just a little faith, amazing things can happen. Things beyond our wildest dreams can be possible by just
opening the door of our hearts to faith.
This is good news to those of us who are naturally disposed to pessimistic thinking. That probably is true
of almost all of us, because if we are human, we normally have a tendency to pessimism. Even optimistic people
have to overcome that tendency to negative thinking in order to rouse themselves to positive expectations.
Faith isn’t something that is blind.
It is rational and examines reality, but it
trusts in what lies beyond reality to what is
possible with God. Even though our sports
teams disappoint us from time to time, we
still come back with a faith that the next
time they will do better. That, at least, is
what die-hard fans do. Occasionally, our
teams defy the odds and surprise us with
wins that reward our faith. When it comes
to faith, we have to trust that, despite the
way things may look, God is doing grand
things even when all seems lost.
Whenever we are knocked down,
it is important that we get back up, no
matter how many times we fall. Jesus is
calling us to believe and to have faith no
matter what. He will make things happen.
He will take what may amount to us to be
small, and he will make it bigger. He may
even surprise us.
parish:

w w w. s p x c c . o r g

school:

w w w. s t p i u s x s c h o o l c c . o r g

Pastor
Fr. Paul Hesse
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Eric Chapa
Pastoral Associate
Deacon Stacy Millsap
Permanent Deacons
Salvador (Sal) Alvarado
Loni Lugo
Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper
Lisa Catchings
Parish Office Assistant
Wilma Toledo
Director of Religious Education
and CMSE Director
Sr. Barbara Netek, IWBS
Adult Faith Formation
Deacon Stacy Millsap
Director of Youth Ministry
Brandon Lutz

Every time I hear this gospel, I can’t
help but think of the time I visited the Holy
Land and saw a real mustard seed for the first
time. Our tour guide held some in his hand
and they looked like no more than tiny specks
of dirt. I can see why Jesus used the image
because when I looked at the plant from which
the guide took them, I was amazed at what
the seeds had developed into. The same is
true for us. Think back on what your faith was
like as a child. It was a simple trusting faith,
but through the years and through the many
hard knocks you’ve had in life, your faith has
persevered. You still come to church and you
still believe. Regardless of the tragedies or the
difficulties you’ve had in life, you still believe
and trust that God who has gotten you through
the many situations in the past will get you
through the many situations that lie ahead. So
much is possible if we have but a little faith.
Never give up. Always believe. Trust
in the God who made you and have faith that in
Him, great things will happen. He will always
be at our side all along the way. God bless!
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Blessing of the Animals
Calling

all pets and their owners!
Commemorating the Feast of St.
Francis of Assisi, the blessing of
the animals is scheduled for this
Sunday, October 6th, at 4:00pm
in the grassy area in front of the
Parish Hall.

Waffle Breakfast
Join the Catholic Daughters
for a delicious waffle breakfast
on Sunday, October 6th, 9 am
to 12 noon, in the parish hall.
Enjoy fellowship and Unlimited
Waffles with fruit toppings,
sausages, orange juice and coffee. Donation
$7.00 per person.

Rosary in the Garden
The month of October is dedicated to the
holy rosary. The Catholic Daughters invite all
parishioners to join them every Wednesday
evening in October, after the 5:30 pm Mass,
to recite the rosary in the Prayer Garden.
Bring your lawn chairs and intentions as we
pray together.   

Halloween Carnival Donations
The Halloween Carnival is
the largest fundraiser for our
school. If it is within your
means to make a monetary
donation to cover expenses
OR to donate an item for our
silent auction, we would greatly appreciate
it! Please contact the Carnival Chair, Laura
Mikulik at lr2813@hotmail.com or call 361215-7139.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

All Souls Novena of Masses
We will be having a Novena of Masses for All Souls Day from November 2nd
– 10th. Each day, one Mass will be offered for the repose of the souls of all the
faithful departed. If you would like for your deceased family member or loved one
to be included in the novena, simply use the All Souls envelope included in your
monthly envelope mailing. If you don’t receive envelopes, then pick up one of
the envelopes at the doors of the church. Be sure to list their names and return
the envelope with your donation by October 27th and they will be placed in the
sanctuary during the novena.

That Man Is You
Men of St Pius: St Paul exhorts us to “Fight the good fight of the faith; take
hold of the eternal life to which you were called.” In order to do that we need to
become saints. The Church reminds us of the universal call to holiness. Come
and learn how to make a spiritual plan of life to achieve this. We meet Saturday
mornings 6:30-8:00am in CC#2. Coffee and refreshments provided.

Walking With Purpose Returns!
Walking With Purpose has begun! The Bible studies are oﬀered on Monday
evenings at 7pm and again on Thursday mornings at 9:15am after Mass. The
initial bible study, Opening Your Heart and the following bible study, Discovering
our Dignity, will be oﬀered during both sessions. The initial study is highly
recommended if you have not participated in previous Walking with Purpose Bible
Studies. You are required to order your own book. Come join us!

Peer Ministry Grief Support
Have you lost a spouse thru Death or Divorce? We know it is painful and
lonely and we would like to help. Support sessions are held on Mondays at 7PM
beginning September 9 at St Patrick’s Church Parish Hall. Please call John Moses
at 361-813-5825, or Charlene at 887-7603.

Lord Teach Me To Pray
On Saturday, October 26th, at Our Lady of Corpus Christi Retreat Center, there
will be a Facilitator Training-Retreat for the “Lord Teach Me To Pray” (LTMTP)
Ignatian prayer series. There is no charge for the retreat or materials. Come
& discern if God is calling you to become a facilitator! Or, if you are simply
interested in finding out more about Ignatian Prayer and the “Lord, Teach Me To
Pray” prayer series, you are also invited! For info and registration, please go
to lorteachmetopray.com, click on Training-Retreats and scroll down to Corpus
Christi TX for registration form, or call 504-439-5933.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, Oct 6th
9:00AM-12:00PM –Waffle Breakfast - PH
11:30AM – RCIA – YC
Monday, October 7th
6:30PM – Confirmation classes – CC#1&2
7:00PM – WWP - YC
7:15PM – Scouts - CAF
Tuesday, October 8th
7:00-8:00AM- Men’s Journey group – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey group – CC#2
1:00PM – Sultanas – R
1:30PM – MAP – CC#1
6:30PM – Alhambra – PH
6:30PM – CMSE class – CC#1
7:00-8:30PM – A.F.F. – YC
7:00PM – Angels – Children’s Chapel
7:30PM – Scouts - CAF
Wednesday, October 9th
7:00-8:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
6:00PM - Rosary in the Prayer Garden
6:30-7:30PM – CCD - CC#1&2
Thursday, October 10th
9:15AM – WWP - YC
1:00PM – Bridge Groups – CC#1 & 2
2:00-3:30PM – A.F.F. – YC
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, October 11th
10:00AM-12:00PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry – CC#2
Saturday, October 12th
6:00-8:00AM – TMIY – CC#2
8:00AM-12:00PM – Journey group – CAF
10:00AM – Wedding - CH
6:00-9:00PM – Journey #191 - PH
Sunday, October 13th
10:00AM – School Mass – CH
8:00-12:00PM – School’s Pancake Breakfast - PH
11:30AM – RCIA – YC
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LIFE TEEN INSPIRATION SIX FLAGS
Saturday, November 16 @ Six Flags Fiesta Texas
Our high school ministry will be going to Six Flags Fiesta Texas for Life Teen’s Inspiration conference. Inspiration is a one day
event and is an exciting way to have fun with friends at Six Flags and also grow in your faith. Starting when we get to the park at
10:30am teens and chaperones will get to have fun in the park until the conference starts at 7:00pm. The conference will have
worship music, a speaker, prayer & adoration and will end at 9:00pm. The price is $65 and the deadline to sign up is Wednesday,
October 16th.

LIFE TEEN
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass
This Sunday night Life Teen will continue their series called Stronger. In this series we’ll talk about how, when life hurts, or goes
wrong, or doesn’t make sense, these things are true: Jesus can be redeem what’s gone wrong, God can be trusted, God gives
us each other, and God helps us persevere.

EDGE
Wednesday @ 6:30pm
This Wednesday Edge will be having a social event called Crazy Kickball! Make sure to come ready to get wet in clothes you
don’t mind getting paint on.
Next week Edge will be starting a new series called “The Artist” This series will address some of the questions about God and
biggest stumbling blocks in believing that God exists. It will help us to see that it is reasonable to believe that God exists and that,
through faith, they can know God and be in a relationship with Him.

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Exalt Night of Worship
This will be a night of worship, with time to adore Christ in the Eucharist, with an inspirational testimony to help us reconnect
with Christ. High school teens and young adults, and their families are welcome. Exalt will be on October 17th, 2019 here at St.
Pius X Catholic Church from 7:15 – 9:15 p.m. in the Youth Building. Contact the Office Youth & Young Adults at 361-882-6191
for more information.

October is Respect Life Month
St. Pius and the Diamondback 4H club are sponsoring a Diaper Drive to support Hope House during the month of October.
They are in need of diapers (sizes NB - 5). They are also in need of baby items including baby lotions, shampoo, bath soap and
diaper creams. Your donations help local women and families in need. All donations can be placed in the box in the entry of the
church. Thank you in advance for your help!

Respect Life Sunday Mass
Join Bishop Mulvey as he celebrates Respect Life Sunday Mass at the Corpus Christi Cathedral on Sunday, October 6th at
9:30 a.m. There will be a light coffee and donut reception in St. Joseph’s Hall afterwards. Respect Life resource tables will be on
display showcasing the various prolife organizations and volunteer opportunities in our diocese. Mark your calendars and join us
as we kick off this year’s theme: Christ Our Hope in Every Season of Life.
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School News By Asst. Principal Beth Hinojosa
Our mission is to develop the whole child in a
Christ centered environment to become a loving and
productive citizen in today’s world.
This week wraps up our first nine weeks of school.
It is amazing how fast time flies. Every day, I witness wonderful
teaching taking place. Our students are engaged and having fun,
while they learn. As I walk into each classroom, I see so many
smiles and so much love. Our teachers at St. Pius X work very
hard each day to make an impact on all of their students’ lives,
while sharing Christ’s love. It is a privilege and a blessing to be a
part of this amazing school community. We will be on Fall Break
October 7th - 11th. School will resume on October 14th. This gives
our students and teachers a much needed break, and some quality
time with their families.
We had Scout Mass last Sunday. It was so nice to see so many
Scouts attend Mass at the same time. Our next school Mass will
be October 13th at 10 o’clock Mass. It is wonderful to see our St.
Pius X Catholic School families celebrating God together.
EVENTS:
1) Enjoy a day/night off from cooking today! Freebirds is hosting
our Spirit Night from 11a.m.-7p.m. today. A percentage of what is
spent will go to our school. Make sure and mention you are from
St. Pius!
2) Please join us for our October Pancake breakfast on October
13th after 8 o’clock and 10 o’clock Masses, in the parish hall.
Breakfast will include pancakes, smokies, fruit salad, coffee or
orange juice. Please come and enjoy breakfast and support our
school! $7 for adults (all you can eat) and $5 for a child’s plate
(12 and under)
3) Don’t forget we will be having our 26th Annual Halloween
Carnival this month. It will be held on October 25th from 5:30 10pm. Look for our St. Pius X students, as they will be marketing
our event on Domingo Live October 20th! It is also being advertised
on KRIS news and radio station KLUX.
***If you would like to support our school by donating a silent
auction item, please drop them by the school office or give us a call
and we can pick it up. It is a great way to show off your business
and give back to the community at the same time.
The carnival will feature a haunted house, games, cake walk, live
music, silent auction, food and drink. Raffle tickets were distributed
out with the students last week. Please help our school and sell as
many as you can. Please call 993-1343 for any questions or stop
by the school office if you need tickets to buy or sell.
4) Join us at the first ever Christmas Bazaar on November
9th from 5pm till 9pm in the St. Pius X Parish Hall. Admission
is $3. Come and enjoy an evening of Holiday Shopping and
refreshments. You can get your Christmas shopping done and
check off those lists! If you are interested in being a vendor, stop
by the school office for a form by October 11th.--

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
RELIGIOUS FAITH
FORMATION CLASSES ARE
IN SESSION!!! IT’S NOT
TOO LATE TO REGISTER
YOUR CHILD(REN)!!!!
Perfect Attendance!
Congratulations to the following class:
Sacramental Prep II Catechists Gloria Garcia/Madeline Dalton

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Ever wanted to walk where our Lord and Savior walked?
Join us for the ultimate bible study and a pilgrimage of a
lifetime! Fr. Paul will be leading a 10-day pilgrimage to
the Holy Land from January 29 - February 7, 2020. The
cost is $3,390 per person and includes roundtrip airfare
from Houston, first class hotels, 2 meals daily, entrance
fees, ground transportation, taxes, and tips. Some of the
highlights include: Caesarea, Mt. Carmel, the Sea of Galilee,
Capernaum, Church of the Beatitudes, Multiplication of the
Loaves and Fishes, Nazareth, Cana, Bethlehem, Church of
the Holy Sepulcher, Via Dolorosa, Wailing Wall, Garden of
Gethsemane, and the Dead Sea. If interested, please stop
by the parish office or see Fr. Paul for a brochure. You may
call the parish office at 361-993-4053 for more information.

Holy Cross Annual BBQ Fundraiser
Holy Cross Catholic Church will be holding their annual
BBQ plate fundraiser on Friday, October 11th from 11:00am
– 2:00pm. Mesquite smoked brisket, sausage, rice, beans
and dessert for $8.00 per plate. Someone will be selling
tickets after the Sunday morning Masses this weekend.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 5th
8:15AM
Helen & Mark Shelander family
5:30PM † Matthew & Mark Irvin Annv. by John & Debra Janosek
Sunday, October 6th
8:00AM † Randy Havel by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † Catherine Garofolo by T. Krnavek
12:00PM † John Alaniz by Norma Alaniz
5:30PM
For the Parishioners
Monday, October 7th
8:15AM † Raymond I. Sykora by Raymond & Randy Sykora
Tuesday, October 8th
8:15AM † Pete A. Balli by Jeanie Balli
Wednesday, October 9th
8:15AM † Deceased members of the Darilek family
† Richard & Dorothy Mathews by their family
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
† Christina Bratton by Sylvia Alaniz
† Albert T. & Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† James W. Kelly, Sr. & Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
Kevin Herrington by James Kelly
John J. Kovaric by Wife & family
5:30PM † Don Liser Annv. by his family
† Sarah Gough Bordenet by Thomas/Theresa Moore family
† Ruth Gutierrez by family
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
† Theresie Krnavek by August Saeky
Private Intentions by Robert & Janie Peña
Thursday, October 10th
		
5:30PM † Mary Kelly by K.K.H. & family
Friday, October 11th
8:15AM † Amparo Rodriguez Annv. by Elizabeth Winfrey
5:30PM † Jose L. Guzman Annv. by Joe & Elida Guzman
Saturday, October 12th
5:30PM † Martina Granados Annv. by Bazan, Leal & Hinojosa fam.
Sunday, October 13th
8:00AM
For the Parishioners
10:00AM † Dee Samperi & Ninfa Salazar by Mary Fodor
12:00PM † Alvino Campos Annv. by his family
5:30PM † Bob Arras Annv. by the Arras family
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BULLETIN SPONSOR

Financial Report for Sunday 9/29/2019
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $14,143.02
Sunday Online...................... $2,873.20
Other....................................... $205.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $17,221.22
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity........................... $35.00
Disaster Relief........................... $20.00
Total Other Contributions........... $55.00
Total Contributions.............. $17,276.22
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd as of 8/31/19 $106,116.28
Ending balance................. $283,352.77

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Tamra
Bacon, Jeanne Baish, Art Barrera, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry,
Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael Campos, Lisa
Caperton, Allison Cash, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina
Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter, Shirley
Currie, Delgado, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra
DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger, Albert Diemert, Ethel Dulak, Natalie
& Elaine Elwood, Balde Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Real Fay, Bobby
Floyd, Berta Garcia, Dakota Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva
Garcia, Dora Garza, Raquel Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson
Gavarkovs, Deborah Giese, Ashley Glorfield, Beatriz Gonzalez,
Jared Groner, Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Doyle
Harris, Owen Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna
Hernandez, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Gloria
Jock, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda, Frank & Betty Kollaja,
Dennis Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry
Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Jack
McCord, Pat McLemore, Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda
Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Velma Muniz,
Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Mary
Osborne, Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie Pompa, Derrel
& Dolores Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma Ramirez, Tino
Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Stella Rollins, John & Irene
Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, David
Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Janie
San Miguel, Rick Sanders, Brandee Saylor, David N. Scherzer,
Catherine Shaw, Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine
Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey,
Mamie Stoner, Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez,
Leah Villalobos, Santana Villarreal, Judy West, Cynthia Williams,
Helen Witzsche, Michelle Hudson Yoxall and all those who asked
for and need our prayers.

