“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

•

September 1, 2019

Twenty Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time

From the desk of our Parochial Vicar...
Dear St. Pius family,
About ten years ago, during a pilgrimage to the holy land, there was one particular stop that I will never forget.
I’d forget none of it, if course, but one “detour” was exceptionally touching. We stopped by a convent, inside
of which was “hidden” an orphanage. The orphanage was hidden from the government, which wouldn’t have
approved an orphanage run by a Christian community. To get into the orphanage, one had the pass through
the tabernacle holding the Blessed Sacrament. Very literally, there was a teeny-tiny door under the tabernacle.
And to enter, we had no choice but to crouch. In other words, no choice but to place oneself literally on the level
of a child. And, this, no choice but humility. There was no other way in.
This image and experience has never left my mind. And it has remained a picture perfect reflection of so much
of what Christ commands: to be childlike, to be humble, to take a narrow path. For me, all of that is contained in
the experience of having to crouch and bend low just to enter a special place of God. A special place of innocence.
And yes, a special place of vulnerability. But, let’s not forget, a special place of peace.
In the gospel today, Christ again finds occasion to give us another version of this command. The gospel today
bids is to, basically, start low. Enter humbly. Do not walk into your day with high expectations of loftiness and
honor. No more than one would walk into a fancy wedding banquet and presume to be placed at a high-ranking
table that you don’t belong, and that is reserved for someone else.
We gotta enter our day crouched and humbled....like a child. It is in the exact same manner that I remember
having to enter that hidden orphanage. We began our day on our knees and we begin our day low in humility.
We begin our day expecting to receive all that we do not deserve. We deserve none of it and we’re entitled to
none of it. But we will receive none the less. We will receive God nonetheless.
When we approach our Lord in the Eucharist, in communion with each other, THIS is THE Wedding Banquet
Christ is illustrating. Do we
deserve to be here? No. But if
we enter lowly and humbly we
will find that there is no place
to go but up. It will surprise
us just how “up” we go! We
will find ourselves sending
to eights and honors and
blessings and privileges that
we could never have imagined!
But we gotta to receive it and
not take it. Expect it, but never
demand it.
So together let’s enter a new
day in the presence of God.
We enter humbly and lowly,
and there we find the poor and
suffering. And may we have
the courage to realize that we
too are poor and suffering, in
more ways than we know. Our
Lord made himself lowly and
human. He did not rise above
the loneliness until he endured
his cross. That truly was the
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only way up...through suffering. As it was for Him, it is for us. So on our knees we go, to the
orphanage where there are no orphans....where we are all sons and daughters of the Heavenly
Father. Get low, if for nothing else so you don’t hit your head on the way in!
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Parish Office Closed
The parish office will be closed Monday, September 2nd, for the Labor Day holiday. It will
reopen on Tuesday, September 3rd, at 9:00 a.m. Enjoy the holiday!

Welcome New Parishioners!
Please welcome Mr. & Mrs. Hung Nguyen and daughter, Lillyan, Mrs. Gloria Alvarez & Mr.
& Mrs. Stephen L. Davis, who recently registered at our parish. We are glad to have them be
an active part of our growing faith community.

May She Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of parishioner, Theresie Krnavek, whose funeral Mass
was held here this past week. Please keep her family your prayers.

Healing Mass This Friday
Our parish will celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick at Mass this coming Friday,
September 6th, at 5:30 p.m. All who are infirm, preparing for surgery, or advanced in years are
particularly encouraged to join us for the Sacrament of Healing.

Friendship Circle
The Friendship Circle will meet for lunch on Wednesday, September 4th, 1:00 PM at Nolan’s
Restaurant, 4117 S. Staples/Gollihar. Sr. Barbara Bluntzer will honor us with her presence.
We welcome all widows. The telephone committee will be contacting the members, but RSVP
may also be made with Delfina McHugh, 361-219-9853.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Thank You!
The SPX Men’s Club would like to say “Thank You” to all the parishioners and
people who supported us with the annual BBQ fund raiser. It was our pleasure
to serve you again while we raised money that will support the efforts of our
ministry to help with maintenance, construction and development of the Parish
facilities, property and grounds. In the 30 years of service, we have helped
save the parish many thousand’s of dollars. This year our BBQ was assisted by
financial contributions from HEB @ Robert; HEB @ Lindale and Sam’s Club, and
the generous advertising of the event on KLUX radio. Keep an eye out for our
follow up chopped BBQ sale in the near future. We were happy to have partnered
with St. Pius Elementary School for the school dessert fundraiser for the Student
Council and Art Dept. Big Thanks to Michele Stovall and her sponsors.

What are your needs?
• Do you need to be baptized?
• Do you need to receive First Communion?
• Do you need to be Confirmed?
• Do you need to be married in the Catholic Church?
• Do you need to learn more about what the Catholic Church teaches?
If you’ve ever wondered about any of these things, the Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults may be able to help. We are having an Inquiry Session after every
Mass the weekend of August 24th & 25th. Stop by the Rectory Conference Room
for more information. Contact Deacon Stacy Millsap for additional information
at 993-4053 or deaconstacy@stpiusxcc.org. R.C.I.A. classes begin Sunday,
September 1st from 11:30 – 1:00 in the Youth Center. All adults desiring Baptism,
Confirmation, or 1st Communion are invited to attend.

Adult Faith Fall Bible Study
Does God Exist? How can we know it?
Is Jesus God? Did Jesus claim to be God? And why should we believe him?
Peter and the Papacy? Did Jesus establish the Catholic Church? What is the
historical evidence?
How Did We Get the Bible? From where did the Bible come? Who decided
which books got in and which didn’t?
Is the Eucharist Jesus’ Real Presence? What does the Bible teach about Jesus’
Real Presence in the Eucharist?
Why Confess to a Priest? Did Jesus arrange for us to confess our sins to a
priest of the new covenant?
Do Catholics Worship Mary? What does the Bible teach about her?
Purgatory and Prayers for the Dead? Where is Purgatory in the Bible? Why do
Catholics pray for the dead?
If you’ve ever been asked any of these questions but weren’t quite sure how
to answer -- or if you know someone who has left the Church and no longer
believes, then buckle up: this Bible study is for you. In it, you’ll discover how just
reasonable, biblical, and beautiful the Catholic faith really is. This eight week
course, “Why We Believe”, by Brant Pitre, begins on Tuesday, September 17
from 7:00-8:30 pm, or if you prefer an afternoon session, Thursday, September
19 from 2:00-3:30 pm. There is no cost. Just call the parish office to sign up.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, September 1st
Scouts Pop-Corn Sale – Parking Lot
Monday, September 2nd
OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, September 3rd
7:00-8:00AM- Men’s Journey group – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey group – CC#2
1:30PM – MAP – CC#1
2:25-3:15PM – School – CH
7:00PM – Rosary/Funeral - CH
7:00PM – Angels – Child. Chapel
7:00-8:30PM – A.F.F. - YC
Wednesday, September 4th
7:00-8:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
6:30-7:30PM – CCD - CC#1&2
Thursday, September 5th
1:00PM – Bridge Groups – CC#1 & 2
2:00PM – A.F.F. - YC
6:00PM – Cubs - CAF
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, September 6th
11:00AM-4:00PM – School – CC#1
5:30PM – Healing Mass – CH
7:00PM – Santo Niño Mass - CH
Saturday, September 7th
6:00-8:00AM – “That Man is You” – CC#2
10:00AM – Baptism Class – CC#2
Scouts Pop-Corn Sale after Mass
Sunday, September 8th
Scouts Pop-Corn-Sale – Parking Lot
1:30PM – Baptism – CH
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LIFE TEEN
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass
This Sunday night Life Teen will start their first series of the year called Lifelines. In this series we’ll talk about the kind of
friendship that Jesus models for us; friendships that let us be real, help us grow, give us a group when we feel alone, and can
even change the world.
Sunday, September 1 - Lifelines W4: Godly friendships can change the world

EDGE
Wednesday @ 6:30pm
Wednesday, September 4 - For You/ From You W4: Authenticity

Volunteers Needed!
Our youth ministry programs, Edge and Life Teen, are in need of volunteers. Our volunteers do many different things from
working directly with the youth in their small groups to taking pictures and helping with dinner. If you are interested in helping
to share our faith and the love of Jesus with the youth of our parish and would like to know how you can get involved, please
contact Brandon in the youth office.

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

Walking With Purpose Returns!
This September the parish is offering two exciting Catholic Bible Studies just for women. The last two years have been huge
successes. We will be offering again studies for Monday evenings and Thursday mornings with 8 bible lessons in 2019 and 9
bible lessons in 2020. Please visit www.walkingwithpurpose.com to look at the overall program and its mission. The Bible studies
will be oﬀered on Monday evenings at 7pm starting September 23rd, and again on Thursday mornings starting September 26th at
9:15am after Mass. The initial bible study, Opening Your Heart and the following bible study, Discovering our Dignity, will be oﬀered
during both sessions. The initial study is highly recommended if you have not participated in previous Walking with Purpose Bible
Studies. You are required to order your own book. Go to the website: www.walkingwithpurpose.com/shop and scroll down to the
“Opening Your Heart” or “Discovering our Dignity” to order your book. Registration forms can be found at the doors of the church
or at www.spxcc.org/Ministries/Working With Purpose. You can drop your completed form in the collection basket or by the parish
office. For more information, please call Donna Grove at 813-1578 or Mary Scott at 945-2615.

That Man Is You
Men of St Pius X: “That Man Is You” kicks off next Saturday, September 7th, 6:30-8:am in CC#2! Our first session’s theme is “As
for you, man of God”, referring to St Paul’s admonition to Timothy to “aim at righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness,
gentleness.” (1 Tim 6:11). There is a cosmic battle raging in the world today whose beginnings are revealed in the Old Testament.
This battle continues today assaulting the individual person, the family, society and the Church. TMIY is a call to all men to engage
in this battle. Join us Saturday mornings as “Iron sharpens iron”.

Box Tops!
St. Pius X School is collecting Box Tops for Education. Please place your clipped Box Tops in the
Container at the back of church. To help even more, download the Box Tops app, and select St. Pius X
School. Just scan your receipt and the app will award the school for the items with valid Box Tops.

4

School News By Asst. Principal Beth Hinojosa
Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ
centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.
We are well into our fourth week of school and things
are running smoothly. Our students are excited to be back in school
with their friends and the teachers are enjoying their students. It was
great to see so many families at the church BBQ last Sunday. I hope
everyone has a restful Labor Day weekend. What a great opportunity
to spend time as a family.
Halloween T-shirt Design Winners:
Congratulations to Nicholas Capetillo, a 6th grader, for providing the
winning design. Not only will he have his design on this year’s shirt,
but he will also get a free one, plus $10 worth of carnival tickets. Our
runner-up was Madyson Payne, a 5th grader. She will receive $10
worth of carnival tickets. T-shirt order forms are going home today
in your oldest child’s backpack or you can pick one up in the school
office. These shirts will be on sale through Friday August 30th. If
anyone would like to order a t-shirt please contact the school office
by this Friday. Please mark your calendar to attend our 36th annual
Halloween carnival on October 25th.
Pancake Breakfast:
St. Pius X will be having monthly “all you can eat” pancake
breakfasts. Our first breakfast will be held on September 8th after
the 8 and 10 o’clock masses in the Parish Hall. Breakfast will include
pancakes, smokies, fruit salad, coffee or orange juice. Please come
and enjoy breakfast while supporting our school. Plates will be $7 for
adults (all you can eat) and $5 for a child’s plate. (12 and under)
Rummage Sale:
The school will be having a rummage sale, September 20th from 7-4
& the 21st from 7-2, 2019 in the Parish Hall. Whether you would like
to shop or donate items, we’d love to have your support to benefit our
school. We will be accepting donations beginning September 16th to
19th from 8:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall only. If you would like
to drop off items at another time or need help with delivery, please
contact the school office.

The Catholic Daughters are returning from
summer break and are recruiting new members.
Their only fundraiser for this year is a waffle
breakfast to be held on October 6th. They will
then plan their year-end projects for the parish
and the community. Will plan programs for spiritual
enhancement and discipleship.
All women of the parish, 18 years and above, are encourage to
attend the monthly meeting on September 8th, 12 noon, in CC #2.
Refreshments will be served. Come and learn how the Catholic
Daughters of the Americas are making a difference worldwide. Join
us to share our faith and reach out to our brothers and sisters in
need. For more information, call 361-992-1056 or 361-537-4982.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
CLASSES START THIS WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 4TH
As a new school year begins
so too does a new Catechetical
Year! It is time to register for
Religious Education classes K 5th grade and Confirmation I &
II. Registration is now open. You
may registration online on our
website or obtain the registration
form in the church or in the parish
office. Classes begin September
4th for grades K - 5th grade and
September 9th for Confirmation
classes. DO NOT DELAY!

Financial Report for Sunday 8/25/2019
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection................ $9,428.60
Sunday Online...................... $4,125.00
Donation............................... $6,000.00
Other....................................... $100.00
Total Operating Revenue.... $19,663.60
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $175.00
Total Other Contributions......... $175.00
Total Contributions.............. $19,838.60
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd as of 7/31/19 $102,453.07
Ending balance................. $287,015.98
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Ever wanted to walk where our Lord and Savior walked? Join us for the ultimate bible study and a pilgrimage of a lifetime! Fr.
Paul will be leading a 10-day pilgrimage to the Holy Land from January 29 - February 7, 2020. The cost is $3,390 per person and
includes roundtrip airfare from Houston, first class hotels, 2 meals daily, entrance fees, ground transportation, taxes, and tips.
Some of the highlights include: Caesarea, Mt. Carmel, the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Church of the Beatitudes, Multiplication
of the Loaves and Fishes, Nazareth, Cana, Bethlehem, Church of the Holy Sepulcher, Via Dolorosa, Wailing Wall, Garden of
Gethsemane, and the Dead Sea. If interested, please stop by the parish office or see Fr. Paul for a brochure. You may call the
parish office at 361-993-4053 for more information.

Celebrating Catechetical Sunday
This year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday on September 15, 2019. The 2019 theme will be “Stay With Us.” Those
who the Community has designated to serve as catechists will be called forth to be commissioned for their ministry. Catechetical
Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith
and being a witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a
community of faith.

RUMMAGE SALE
It’s time to clean out your closets, drawers, and garages! We appreciate any help for our St. Pius X Catholic School fundraiser.
Bring items Monday-Thursday, September 16-19 to the parish hall anytime between 8:00 A.M.—6:00 P.M. SALE on Friday,
September 20, from 7:00 A.M.-- 4:00 P.M. and on Saturday, September 21, from 7:00 A.M.-- 2:00 P.M. Please spread the word
and help our wonderful school!

A Night of Reflection for Men
All men are invited to attend a night of reflection. Professor Douglas Bushman, who teaches at the Augustine Institute in Denver
will be engaging the text Into the Breach, which is a pastoral letter written by Bishop Thomas Olmsted of the Diocese of Phoenix.
This document has been recommended by the Knights of Columbus as a way to “facilitate Catholic brotherhood” and to challenge
Catholic men to equip themselves with “the armor of God”: “the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit”
(Eph 6:13, 16–17) so as to fulfill their Christian manhood by “fighting the good fight” (1 Tim 1:18). It will take place on Friday,
September 13th, from 6-10 p.m. For more info and to register go to https://diocesecc.org/mensnight/.

Annual Faith Educators’ Workshop
This workshop is for parish catechetical leaders, catechists, catholic school staff, parish staff, Religious, Deacons, Pastors,
youth ministers and all who serve in faith formation. The topic is “The Family, The First School of Discipleship”. It will be held
on Saturday, September 14th, from 8:00am – 3:00pm at St. Peter Prince of the Apostle Church. This year’s topic was chosen to
coincide with this year’s theme for Catechetical Sunday and the call to parents to recognize their sacramental rights and duties
to be the first teachers of their children in the faith. This event will begin with 8:00am Mass. To register go to http://diocesecc.
org/faitheducatorsworkshop. For more information contact Nellie Serna at 361-882-6191, ext. 634.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, August 31st
5:30PM † Joseph V. Kolda by Frank & Martha Kolda
Sunday, September 1st
8:00AM † Bill Hennings by Joan Hennings
10:00AM † Carol Richardson by Cheryl Johnson
12:00PM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
5:30PM For the Parishioners
Monday, September 2nd
8:15AM † Henry Villarreal by his family
Tuesday, September 3rd
8:15AM † Sarah Gough Bordenet by Thomas/Theresa Moore & family
Wednesday, September 4th
8:15AM † Leslie Batte Annv. by the Reumut family
† Deceased members of the Didear family
† Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
† James W. Kelly, Sr. by John & James Kelly
† Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
† Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Albert T. Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Anna Van Dyke by James Kelly
5:30PM † Berniece Zimmerman by the Sehy Family
† Maggie Matthews by Diego & Millie Chapa
Brandon Shelander Family by Helen Shelander
† Kevin Herrington by James Kelly
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
† Jose R. De Leon by Emma & Pete Rivera

Thursday, September 5th
		
5:30PM† Ruth Gutierrez by her family
Friday, September 6th
8:15AM † Larry Ganley by Elaine Ganley
† Christina Bratton by Silvia Alaniz
† Kathie Jo Riley by J.R. & Mary Jones
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
5:30PM † Sarah Bordenet by Chuck & Sondra Cazalas
† Mary Alice Langley by Manuel Contreras
† Robert Bedolla by Elida Bedolla
† David Eicher by wife & family
The Lazaro Family Intentions
Luly Siracusa’s health by W. Toledo
† Sid Duerr by Greg & Lynn Gallagher
† Edmond Ford Powers by Button Ruzicka
† Josephine Sheldon by Sheldon & Vasquez family
Saturday, September 7th
8:15AM † Heriberto Villarreal/Eddie Mandujano by Johnny/Yolanda Villarreal
5:30PM † Catherine Garofolo by T. Krnavek
Sunday, September 8th
8:00AM † Doak Russell Annv. by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † Paul Koenig by Harly & Karen Day
12:00PM † Alvino & Stella Campos by Family/Sultanas’ Intentions
5:30PM For the Parishioners

Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Tamra Bacon, Jeanne Baish, Art
Barrera, Elida Benavides, Bernice Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig,
Michael Campos, Lisa Caperton, Allison Cash, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner, Carole Cotter,
Shirley Currie, Delgado, Sandy DeGregorio, Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde
Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Real Fay, Bobby Floyd, Berta Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Terry Garza, Leigh & Jackson
Gavarkovs, Alberta Gavcia, Deborah Giese, Ashley Glorfield, Jared Groner, Linda Habeeb, Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Doyle Harris, Owen
Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Gloria Jock, Elizabeth Johnson, Frank Kolda, Frank & Betty
Kollaja, Dennis Kramer, Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman, Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Pat McLemore,
Barbara Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John Morgan, Liz Morgan, Velma Muniz, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol, Anna Fay
Olenick, Jason Olog, Mary Osborne, Alpha Patterson, Robert Pena, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Aaron & Mecedes Presas, Irma
Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank, Leo M. Robles, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Albert
Rubio, David Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Janie San Miguel, Rick Sanders, David N. Scherzer, Catherine Shaw, Msgr.
Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers, Dean Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner, Donna Tindall, Andrew
Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos, Santana Villarreal, Elvira Wendl, Judy West, Cynthia Williams, Helen Witzsche, Michelle Hudson Yoxall
and all those who asked for and need our prayers.

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:

BULLETIN SPONSOR
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