“To renew all things in Christ”
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL

Saint Pius X

More Than 50 Years of Faith!

Welcome to St. Pius X Parish

Dear Friends,

•

September 8, 2019

Twenty Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

This past Labor Day, my parents and I headed up to Houston for a quick overnight trip to spend time
with family. My nephew and his family were in town visiting from Washington State and it was really good to
see them, even if for a brief time. We celebrated the birthday of my nephew’s 3-year-old son, which was great
fun. I think the little one enjoyed being the center of attention, and I took lots of photos, including the obligatory
“chocolate birthday-cake-all-over-the-mouth” one. It is nice to spend time with family.
Spending time with family is not something that I get to do as often as I’d like. While most of us don’t
live too far from each other, it is often hard for us to all get together at one time. That’s why it is nice to have
opportunities for such gatherings. The same is probably true for most people these days since many families
have spread out to the “four winds”. As a priest, my priestly obligations often reduce the time that I could spend
with family. I’ve learned to accept that as part of my divine calling. I knew what I was getting into when I “signed
up!” Still, I consider it a blessing when I can be with them.
Reflecting on all of this makes the gospel today very apropos. Jesus tells his disciples that, “If anyone
comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life,
he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” This
passage sounds rather extreme and perhaps even unreasonable. Why would the Lord say that it is necessary to
“hate” father, mother, wife, children, or any other family member in order to be a disciple? Isn’t Jesus’ message
about love?
If we look at the context of the scriptures in their entirety, Jesus certainly does not advocate hating
anyone. In fact, he came so that he might extend the mercy of God to all people. So, it doesn’t seem that
hating family is really what Jesus means here. Apparently, Jesus is using a form of exaggeration to highlight the
seriousness of discipleship and the demands that discipleship requires. In some sense, a disciple must face the
reality that he will need to weigh whether or not he is truly committed to the Lord. Following Jesus may mean
sacrificing some things that we hold dear. In this way, it truly is a cross we must carry.
When I look at my nephew and his wife as they raise their son (my grand nephew), I am struck by the
sacrifices they make. Perhaps they would prefer to rest and relax when they have a free moment. Instead, they
sacrifice that time to take their son out for a bike ride, or get him to take a bath. There is no doubt that there are
many crosses that parents bear. In similar
fashion, when I elected to follow the call to
the priesthood, I understood quite well that
there would be real times where I would
prefer to be with my family, but would need
to dedicate myself to my ministry instead.
Such are the crosses we carry.
Referring back to discipleship, there
is a real transformation of life that has to
occur for anyone who chooses to follow the
life that Christ sets before us. It means
leaving old ways of thinking, acting, and
behaving. It might even require that we
separate ourselves from friends who are
a negative influence on us. Moreover,
following Christ means that we will need
to set a priority of leaving behind certain
attitudes, vices, and practices to which we
may have become habituated. This certainly
isn’t an easy path to follow, but if we really
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want to embrace the call of Christ, there are
serious choices that we have to make. To
try to hold on to un-Christlike practices and
say that we are disciples of Christ makes us
hypocritical.
More than changing our attitudes
and behaviors, we also must realize that if we
are to follow Jesus, there will be times when
we may be frowned upon for trying to do the
right thing. We may be ridiculed by friends
and we may receive the ire of our own family
members. In this sense, we really do have to
make a choice as to who we wish to follow.
Once we have come to know the Truth, we
have to “calculate the cost” as Jesus says.
Accepting the path of discipleship may bring
great hardship and pain. Nevertheless, our
fidelity to the call of discipleship may be just
the ticket that others need to recognize the
power of Christ’s presence in us. More than in
days past, we need to witness to Christ. Our
children, our families, our friends, and even
strangers are clamoring for someone to speak
the Truth. Will we shy away? Or will be accept
the challenge? God bless!
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May She Rest in Peace
Please pray for the repose of the soul of
Sandra Woolery whose funeral Mass was held
here this past week, as well as, for the repose
of the soul of Tri Hoang, father of parishioner,
Thuy Hoang, when was buried last week.
Please keep these families in your prayers.

Our Parish Needs You! A Call
To Be An Usher
Imagine coming to Mass and being
welcomed by smiling individuals who want
you to know that you are accepted and loved.
It makes all the difference in the world! Do
you have a call to be the “face” of St. Pius X?
We are looking for smiling and lively people
for all Masses to serve in a very practical way
with the collecting of the Sunday offering and
to help welcome parishioners and visitors to
our church. If you can help with this ministry,
please contact the parish office and let us
know! Or you can just speak to the priests
on the weekend. We would like to challenge
you to this special role of service to the entire
parish community!

What are your needs?
• Do you need to be baptized?
• Do you need to receive First Communion?
• Do you need to be Confirmed?
• Do you need to be married in the Catholic Church?
• Do you need to learn more about what the
Catholic Church teaches?
If you’ve ever wondered about any of
these things, the Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults may be able to help. We are
having an Inquiry Session after every Mass
the weekend of August 24th & 25th. Stop
by the Rectory Conference Room for more
information. Contact Deacon Stacy Millsap
for additional information at 993-4053 or
deaconstacy@stpiusxcc.org
R.C.I.A. classes began last Sunday. They
are from 11:30 – 1:00 in the Youth Center. All
adults desiring Baptism, Confirmation, or 1st
Communion are invited to attend.

Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses: First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick
			
First Saturday: 8:15AM
		
Saturday: Vigil at 5:30PM.
		
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM
Vietnamese Mass: 7:30PM
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM
Holy Days: 6:30AM, 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)
Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM and Thursdays 7-8PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.
Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays

Adult Faith Fall Bible Study
Does God Exist? How can we know it?
Is Jesus God? Did Jesus claim to be God? And why should we believe him?
Peter and the Papacy? Did Jesus establish the Catholic Church? What is
the historical evidence?
How Did We Get the Bible? From where did the Bible come? Who decided
which books got in and which didn’t?
Is the Eucharist Jesus’ Real Presence? What does the Bible teach about
Jesus’ Real Presence in the Eucharist?
Why Confess to a Priest? Did Jesus arrange for us to confess our sins to a
priest of the new covenant?
Do Catholics Worship Mary? What does the Bible teach about her?
Purgatory and Prayers for the Dead? Where is Purgatory in the Bible? Why
do Catholics pray for the dead?
If you’ve ever been asked any of these questions but weren’t quite sure how
to answer -- or if you know someone who has left the Church and no longer
believes, then buckle up: this Bible study is for you. In it, you’ll discover how just
reasonable, biblical, and beautiful the Catholic faith really is. This eight week
course, “Why We Believe”, by Brant Pitre, begins on Tuesday, September 17
from 7:00-8:30 pm, or if you prefer an afternoon session, Thursday, September
19 from 2:00-3:30 pm. There is no cost. Just call the parish office to sign up.

Walking With Purpose Returns!
This September the parish is offering two exciting Catholic Bible Studies just
for women. The last two years have been huge successes. We will be offering
again studies for Monday evenings and Thursday mornings with 8 bible lessons
in 2019 and 9 bible lessons in 2020. Please visit www.walkingwithpurpose.com
to look at the overall program and its mission. The Bible studies will be oﬀered
on Monday evenings at 7pm starting September 23rd, and again on Thursday
mornings starting September 26th at 9:15am after Mass. The initial bible study,
Opening Your Heart and the following bible study, Discovering our Dignity, will be
oﬀered during both sessions. The initial study is highly recommended if you have
not participated in previous Walking with Purpose Bible Studies. You are required
to order your own book. Go to the website: www.walkingwithpurpose.com/shop
and scroll down to the “Opening Your Heart” or “Discovering our Dignity” to order
your book. Registration forms can be found at the doors of the church or at www.
spxcc.org/Ministries/Working With Purpose. You can drop your completed form
in the collection basket or by the parish office.

Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, September 8th
Scouts Pop-Corn Sale – Parking Lot
9:00-11:00AM – Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser - PH
12:00PM – CDA Meeting – CC #2
Monday, September 9th
6:15PM – Cubs – CAF
6:30-7:30PM – Confirmation classes – CC#1&2
7:15PM – Scouts - Cafeteria
Tuesday, September 10th
7:00-8:00AM- Men’s Journey group – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – Journey group – CC#2
1:30PM – MAP – CC#1
2:25-3:15PM – School – CH
7:00PM – Angels – Child. Chapel
7:00-8:30PM – A.F.F. - YC
Wednesday, September 11th
7:00-8:00AM- Joyful Pillars – CC#2
7:00-11:00AM – School - PH
6:30-7:30PM – CCD - CC#1&2
Thursday, September 12th
1:00PM – Bridge Groups – CC#1 & 2
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
Friday, September 13th
10:00AM-12:00PM – Prayer Shawl Ministry – CC#2
1:30PM – Chess Club – CC#1
6:30PM – Wedding Rehearsal - CH
Saturday, September 14th
6:00-8:00AM – “That Man is You” – CC#2
2:00PM – Wedding - CH
Sunday, September 15th
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
11:30AM – 1:00PM – RCIA - YC
1:30PM – Baptisms - CH

The Catholic Daughters are returning from summer break and
are recruiting new members. Their only fundraiser for this year is
a waffle breakfast to be held on October 6th. They will then plan
their year-end projects for the parish and the community. Will plan
programs for spiritual enhancement and discipleship.
All women of the parish, 18 years and above, are encouraged to attend the
monthly meeting on September 8th, 12 noon, in CC #2. Refreshments will be
served. Come and learn how the Catholic Daughters of the Americas are making
a difference worldwide. Join us to share our faith and reach out to our brothers
and sisters in need. For more information, call 361-992-1056.
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LIFE TEEN
Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass
This Sunday night Life Teen will start a new series called Stronger. In this series we’ll talk about how, when life hurts, or goes
wrong, or doesn’t make sense, these things are true: Jesus can be redeem what’s gone wrong, God can be trusted, God gives
us each other, and God helps us persevere.
Sunday, September 8 - Stronger Week 1: Jesus can redeem what’s gone wrong
Sunday, September 15 - Stronger Week 2: When Life Doesn’t make sense, God can be trusted

EDGE
Wednesday @ 6:30pm
This Wednesday Edge will continue its series called For You/ From You. In this series we’ll talk about the final five Ten
Commandments and the way that they call us to live lives of greatness.
Wednesday, September 11 - For You/ From You W5: Dignity
Wednesday, September 18 - For You/ From You W6: Enough

Stay Up To Date!
Instagram: @stpiusxtxym
Facebook: Stpiusxyouthministry
Twitter: @stpiusxym
Website: www.stpiusxym.com

That Man Is You
“That Man Is You” meets next Saturday, 6:30-8:00am in CC#2, for Session 2 of the fall semester. The theme will be: “A Call
Greater Than Ourselves” where we will learn about our mission to serve. As disciples of Jesus we are called “not to be served,
but to serve”. It’s not too late to join us. Hope to see you there.

Box Tops!
St. Pius X School is collecting Box Tops for Education. Please place your clipped Box Tops in the Container
at the back of church. To help even more, download the Box Tops app, and select St. Pius X School. Just scan
your receipt and the app will award the school for the items with valid Box Tops.

Celebrating Catechetical Sunday
This year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday on September 15, 2019. The 2019 theme will be “Stay With Us.” Those
who the Community has designated to serve as catechists will be called forth to be commissioned for their ministry. Catechetical
Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and
being a witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a community
of faith.

RUMMAGE SALE
It’s time to clean out your closets, drawers, and garages! We appreciate any help for our St. Pius X Catholic School fundraiser.
Bring items Monday-Thursday, September 16-19 to the parish hall anytime between 8:00 A.M.—6:00 P.M. SALE on Friday,
September 20, from 7:00 A.M.-- 4:00 P.M. and on Saturday, September 21, from 7:00 A.M.-- 2:00 P.M. Please spread the word
and help our wonderful school!
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School News By Asst. Principal Beth Hinojosa
Our mission is to develop the whole child in a Christ
centered environment to become a loving and productive
citizen in today’s world.
How exciting that we are already in the month of
September! We have some exciting events open to the community
coming up in the next few months. Serving our community is so
important to us here at St. Pius X Catholic School and one of our goals
is to not only meet the needs of our students, but to meet the needs
of our Church and community.
September 6th our PK3, PK4, and K5 student held a Noah’s Ark
Parade. Students were assigned an animal to bring after concluding
their studies on the bible story Noah’s Ark. They performed a song
and marched into each classroom for all to see. It was quite adorable
and such a fun experience for the children.
Grandparents Day is today. Since it falls on a day that we are not in
school, we will be celebrating with our grandparents on September 11th
starting with Mass at 8:15 a.m. in the church. Students may sit with
their Grandparents during this Mass. Following Mass, Grandparents
are invited to visit their grandchild(ren)’s classroom for a reception.
Invitations were sent home on Tuesday.
Pancake Breakfast:
St. Pius X will be having monthly “all you can eat” pancake
breakfasts. Our first breakfast will be held today after the 8 and 10
o’clock masses in the Parish Hall. Breakfast will include pancakes,
smokies, fruit salad, coffee or orange juice. Tickets will be sold at the
door. Please come and enjoy breakfast while supporting our school.
Adult plates are $7 (all you can eat) and a child’s plate is $5 (single
serving).
Rummage Sale:
The school will be having a rummage sale, September 20th from
7-4 & 21st from 7-2, 2019 in the Parish Hall. Whether you would like
to shop or donate items, we’d love to have your support to benefit our
school. We will be accepting donations beginning September 16th
to 19th from 8:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall only. If you would
like to drop off items at another time or need help with delivery, please
contact the school office.
Halloween:
Our 36th Annual Halloween Carnival will be held on October 25th
from 5:30 - 10pm. It will feature a haunted house, games, cake walk,
live music, silent auction, food and drink. Please call 993-1343 if
you would like to donate any silent auction items. We appreciate our
community’s support.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CORNER
CONFIRMATION I & II
CLASSES BEGIN MONDAY!!!
Parent(s) & Students are
required to attend. It will be held
in the YOUTH CENTER at 6:30
PM
(Bring Baptismal Certificate, if
not already turned in)

THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PROGRAM IS IN SESSION!
Classes began Wednesday, September 4th. However,
it is not too late to register if you forgot or as most things
happen in our busy world “time got away and you did not
realize it was that time again!” SO, register online or pick
up a form at the office and fill it out, then turn it in. SEE
YOU NEXT WEEK! REMEMBER “OUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD IS ONGOING, NOT JUST AT BAPTISM AND
HOLY COMMUNION! WE HAVE A LIFE TIME TO GET
TO KNOW, LOVE AND SERVE GOD!

SAFE ENVIRONMENT CLASS
Please check your blue card for expiration! A class
will be held on Tuesday, Septermber 10th, at 6:30pm in
CC #1.

Theology on Tap
Join us the second Tuesday of each month at the Bar
Under the Sun, located at 702 N. Chaparral, to grab a drink
and hear straight talk and honest answers to your questions
about faith, love, work and other real life experiences. All
are welcome, Catholic or not! Bring your friends and meet
other young adults (21 -39) from 7:15 - 9:15pm for a talk,
some discussion, and a Q/A session.

Celebrate Priesthood Sunday
The Serra Club of Corpus Christi announces the
nationwide celebration of Priesthood Sunday on
September 29th. This is a special day set aside to honor
the priesthood in the United States. It is a day to reflect
upon and affirm the role of the priesthood in the life of the
Church. Serrans encourage parishes, religious classes
and schools to spearhead events to get people involved
to show appreciation to all priests. Like Father’s Day, let
Priesthood Sunday be the one day a year when we make
it a point to make priests feel truly appreciated and special.
For more information contact Sondra Cazalas (361) 9941360 or at slcazalas @sbcglobal.net
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, September 7th
8:15AM † Heriberto Villarreal/Eddie Mandujano by Johnny/Yolanda Villarreal
5:30PM † Catherine Garofolo by T. Krnavek
Sunday, September 8th
8:00AM † Doak Russell Annv. by DeAnna Havel
10:00AM † Paul Koenig by Harly & Karen Day
12:00PM † Alvino & Stella Campos by Family/Sultanas’ Intentions
5:30PM For the Parishioners
Monday, September 9th
8:15AM † Sarah Gough Bordenet by Thomas/Theresa Moore & family
Tuesday, September 10th
8:15AM † Jo Ann Jordan by the Reumuth Family
Wednesday, September 11th
8:15AM † Deceased members of the Darilek family
† Christina Bratton by Sylvia Alaniz
† Anna Van Dyck by James Kelly
† Kevin Herrington by James Kelly
† Mary Pat Slavik by James & John Kelly
† Albert T. Slavik by James & John Kelly		
5:30PM † Berta Chavana Annv. by Husband & family
† James W. Kelly, Sr. by James & John Kelly
† Helen B. Kelly by James & John Kelly
Liliane Van Hoof’s well-being by James Kelly
John C. Kelly’s well-being by James Kelly
James W. Kelly 3rd well-being by James Kelly
† Charles Westpheling by James Kelly
† Ruth Gutierrez by her family
Thursday, September 12th
		
5:30PM † Gilbert Schanen by Nancy Schanen
Friday, September 13th
8:15AM † Charlotte Groner by T. Groner, Jr.
5:30PM † Mary, John & James P. Kelly by K.K.H.
Saturday, September 14th
5:30PM † Richard & Dorothy Mathews by their family
Sunday, September 15th
8:00AM † Christopher, John & Patricia Janosek by the Janosek family
10:00AM † Vicente S. Morin by Mary Morin
12:00PM † Isabel Añorga Annv. by the Tamez family
5:30PM
For the Parishioners

BULLETIN SPONSOR
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Financial Report for Sunday 9/1/2019
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection.............. $16,447.72
Sunday Online...................... $4,530.00
Other....................................... $504.98
Total Operating Revenue.... $21,482.70
Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity......................... $295.00
Catholic University..................... $15.00
Total Other Contributions......... $310.00
Total Contributions.............. $21,792.70
Diocesan Loan – Parking Lot, A/C, Roof
Repairs (1/6/2017)
Amount borrowed............. $389,469.05
Principal pd as of 7/31/19 $106,116.28
Ending balance................. $283,352.77

Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Sugar Arras, Abby Arredondo, Tamra
Bacon, Jeanne Baish, Art Barrera, Elida Benavides, Bernice
Berry, Isabel Black, Judy Bowman, Jimmy Buehrig, Michael
Campos, Lisa Caperton, Allison Cash, Sylvia Chatelain, Dora
Church, Sabrina Cisneros, Gino Colmenero, Melanie Conner,
Carole Cotter, Shirley Currie, Delgado, Sandy DeGregorio,
Florinda DeLaGarza, Didra DeLosSantos, Pud’n Dellinger,
Albert Diemert, Ethel Dulak, Natalie & Elaine Elwood, Balde
Espinoza, Elijah Ethridge, Real Fay, Bobby Floyd, Berta
Garcia, Esperanza Garcia, Minerva Garcia, Dora Garza, Terry
Garza, Leigh & Jackson Gavarkovs, Alberta Gavcia, Deborah
Giese, Ashley Glorfield, Beatriz Gonzalez, Jared Groner, Linda
Habeeb, Monte Hall, Rose Marie Hand, Doyle Harris, Owen
Harris, Roger Heitzmann, Jr., Shain Hennig, Anna Hernandez,
Graham Hughes, Mark Hyde, Carl Jacobi, Gloria Jock, Elizabeth
Johnson, Frank Kolda, Frank & Betty Kollaja, Dennis Kramer,
Arlene Leep, Diana Lopez, Mario Lopez, Larry Ludka, Bill Lyman,
Christopher Manka, Dottie Margrave, Pat McLemore, Barbara
Mikulik, Fred Mitchell, Melynda Moore, Arlene Morgan, John
Morgan, Liz Morgan, Velma Muniz, Sterling Murphy, Doug Nicol,
Anna Fay Olenick, Jason Olog, Mary Osborne, Alpha Patterson,
Robert Pena, Valerie Pompa, Derrel & Dolores Puckett, Aaron
& Mecedes Presas, Irma Ramirez, Tino Ramos, John Rank,
Leo M. Robles, Stella Rollins, John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca
Rosales, Myron Rose, Hedy Rosenast, Albert Rubio, David
Russell, Hidalgo Salas, Americo Salazar, Luis Salazar, Janie
San Miguel, Rick Sanders, David N. Scherzer, Catherine Shaw,
Msgr. Richard Shirley, Clara Skelton, Maxine Sommers, Dean
Smith, Denise Sosa-Villagran, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie Stoner,
Donna Tindall, Andrew Trevino, Bessie Vasquez, Leah Villalobos,
Santana Villarreal, Elvira Wendl, Judy West, Cynthia Williams,
Helen Witzsche, Michelle Hudson Yoxall and all those who asked
for and need our prayers.

