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Dear Friends:  We should never underestimate the influence that we have on others.  Something 
that we say or do may seem insignificant at a particular moment, but may turn out to be much more 
significant than we might expect.  The example that we set, or something that we teach, may have a 
lasting impact on the life of someone.

During my years in the seminary, I owned an old Datsun pickup that was one of the most useful 
vehicles I ever had.  It must have been a part of God’s providence that I owned that vehicle at that 
time in my life.  We were not allowed to keep most of our possessions at the seminary dorms over the 
course of the summer break, so every fall and every spring, I had to transport my things to and from the 
seminary.  My truck was a very reliable vehicle, but, as can be expected, it broke down once in a while.  
Taking it to a mechanic for repairs was not always the most economical option for a poor seminarian 
student.  So, I did my best to analyze the problem, consult knowledgeable people, and make the repairs 
myself whenever possible.

I am thankful that my father took the time to teach me a few things about car repair when I was young.  
I watched him and occasionally helped him when he was working on the family vehicles.  I’m convinced 
that this “hands on” experience, along with his guidance and instruction enabled me to save hundreds, 
if not thousands of dollars in repairs during my school years!  I replaced spark plugs, an alternator, a 
couple of batteries, and a few other odds and ends.  There is no doubt in my mind that I learned a lot 
about cars from my father.  But I also learned something about character, about ingenuity, hard work, 
self-investment in a project, and a willingness to try things with my own hands.

These were all valuable lessons that I carry with me throughout my life.  Both of my parents influenced 
me greatly in this regard, and prepared me with some traditional values and morals that would help 
me in my priesthood.

On this Feast of the Ascension, we are reminded that, as Christians, we have received the same 
commission that Jesus gave to his disciples: “ Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every 
creature.”  In other words, it is our mission to teach and influence the world in which we live.  We are 
called to be leaven to a world that has become flat and lacking in substance.  We need to bring life and 
zeal by proclaiming the truth of 
the Gospel.  We need to be the 
moral compass amidst a world 
of values that are spinning in 
every direction.

When we look at the 
problems of the world, we might 
have an inclination to retreat 
or run away from the problems 
that exist.  We cannot, however, 
run away from a world in 
need.  We need to go out into 
the world and make efforts to 
transform it by proclaiming 
the Gospel message, both in 
season and out of season.  As 
we heard in the reading from 
the Book of Acts today, the two 
men dressed in white garments 
say to the disciples, “Men of 
Galilee, why are you standing 
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Rectory Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses:First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick

First Saturday: 8:15AMVigil at 5:30PM.
Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)

(Babysitting at 10, 12 & 5:30 Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)
Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
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there looking at the sky?”  What 
underlies this statement is that we, like 
the disciples, cannot simply confine 
ourselves to private faith practices.  We 
cannot sit around waiting for something 
to happen.  We need to go out into the 
world and proclaim the message and 
preach with our lives.

The world is not going to gain a sense 
of morals just because we pray about it.  
We need to live it, teach it, and proclaim 
it each day.  Like the Apostles, we need 
to stand firm for what is good, holy, and 
right, without fear.  As a Church, we 
abide by the command of the Lord to go 
out into the world to defend marriage 
as a unique relationship between one 
man and one woman.  We defend 
life in all it’s stages from conception 
to natural death.  We proclaim the 
fundamental and cherished right to 
religious freedom.  The Lord ascended 
so that we might carry on his work.  Let 
us go!

  

Welcome, New Parishioners!
Please welcome Cori Linsteadt 

and daughter Matti. We invite them to 
become an active part of our growing 
faith community!

Congratulations, Graduates!
We would like to congratulate all of 

our graduating high school seniors and 
college graduates who are honored at 
Mass this weekend!  We are proud of 
your accomplishment and wish you all 
the best in your future endeavors!  May 
God bless you and grant you his 
constant guidance and protection, now 
and always!

Women’s Circle
The next Women’s Circle meeting 

will be Wednesday, May 23 in the 
parish hall at 6:30pm.  All women of the 
parish are welcome to attend.  Please 
come and join us!

Centennial of the Diocese of 
Corpus Christi

Chapel Cars - In the early years of 
the Diocese of Corpus Christi, lack 
of transportation was a major hurdle 
for clergy and laity alike. There were 
few roads, fewer cars and many miles 
between places. People could not 
get to the churches for Masses, or to 
receive the sacraments. There were 
however, railroad tracks, which linked 
the small villages together. This led to 
the creation of the chapel car. It was a 
railroad car specially equipped to open 
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Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance

Sunday, May 20
2nd Collection: Black Bag
Men’s sale of BBQ chicken
8:30AM – RCIA – CC#1
10:00AM – Scouts at Mass
11:00AM- Scouts - Cafeteria
1::30PM – Baptisms
4:00-8:00PM – Baseball team – Cafeteria
5:30PM – Graduation Mass – CH & YC
7:30PM – Vietnamese Mass - CH
Monday, May 21
3:00PM – Ballet - PH
7:00PM – Scouts – Cafeteria
Tuesday, May 22
6-8AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM – Journey – CC#2
11:00AM – 3:00PM – School - PH
12:30-3PM – MAP – CC#1
6:30PM – CMSE Core Class – CC#1
8:00PM – Night Angels – CC#2
Wednesday, May  23
7:00-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM-12:00PM – MAP – CC#1
9:30AM – Schola – C/R
7:00PM – Women’s Circle - PH
8:00PM – Youth Band practice - CH
Thursday, May 24
1:00PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00PM – Bell Choir – C/R
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R
Saturday, May 26
Fr. Joseph goes on vacation until June 19
Sunday, May 27
PENTECOST SUNDAY

3

up revealing a complete chapel inside. A priest traveling 
with the car would celebrate Mass, providing the people 
gathered along the tracks the opportunity to hear Mass and 
receive Holy Communion. 

Send a Card, Say a Prayer for…
Bettie Traeger, who had knee replacement surgery last 

week. Her address is: 101 N. Upper Broadway #1808, 
C.C., TX 78401

Financial Report for week ending 5/13/2012
Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection ...............................$ 19,133.42
Other Income ......................................$      430.00
   Total Operating Revenue ...............$ 19,563.42  

Other Contributions:
Diocesan Priests Retirement...............$      565.00
Acts of Charity ......................................$       10.00 
Catholic Communications ....................$       20.00
Rice Bowl ..................................................$  30.00
Janosek Scholarship .............................$      75.00
Habeeb Scholarship .............................$       50.00
Catholic Charities ................................ $      110.00
    Total Other Contributions ............$       860.00

Total Contributions 5/13/2012 ......$     20,423.42 

Loan balance on Youth Bldg
     as of April 30, 2012 ....................$1,058,597.22
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Life Teen – No Life Teen May 20 due to the 
Graduation reception.  

YOUTH CORNER

THANK YOU to the CCD Catechists, 
the parents and all of the children who 
made this Catechetical Year a success! 
We will see you in September.  Remember, we are 
never “finished” in growing closer to our loving God--
we never know enough about our faith!

Another thank you to the parents who brought 
goodies for our End of Year Party.  You are always so 
generous!  A big thank you to HEB for their donation 
of the hot dogs and the buns.  It was a very generous 
act!  We all had a great time!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Registration forms are available on line, in the back 

of the church or in the church office.  Please register 
as soon as possible.  We have limited space for this 
event.

We need adult volunteers to help with the crews and 
the events.  High School students are also needed.  
Please call 993-9024 and let us know if you can 
volunteer.  

All VBS volunteers must have taken the Safe 
Environment class.  There is a class on May 22 at 
6:30 pm in CC#1 for first time volunteers and those 
who have not taken the class 

THERE WILL BE A VBS (Vacation Bible School ) 
TRAINING FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS ON JUNE 3RD IN 
THE PARISH HALL AT 7PM.  PLEASE MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ALTAR SERVERS   May 26-27

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC J.J. Arizmendi
Quarter Morrison
Ace Castillo
Christian Castillo

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Brian Pompa
Matthew Quiroz
Cole Morin
Toby Johnson

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Zach Pekar
Dalton Zawicky
Kyle Pekar
Jacob Rivera

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Andrew Shull
MC Toby Shull
Tori Shull
Christian Ramos

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Ryan Trevino
Joshua Harney
Natalie Trevino
Jordyn Harney
Daniel Tindall

LECTORS
VIGIL OF PENTECOST                  
   MAY   26   SAT   5:30    P.M.   Dotti Hill-Duerr
   MAY   26   SAT   5:30    P.M.   Dick Poremba
                  
PENTECOST SUNDAY                  
   MAY   27   SUN   8:00    A.M.   Carl Chatelain
   MAY   27   SUN   8:00    A.M.   Alpha Patterson
   MAY   27   SUN   10:00    A.M.   Hester Rodriquez
   MAY   27   SUN   10:00    A.M.   Ralph Rodriquez
   MAY   27   SUN   12:00   NOON   Ron Osman
   MAY   27   SUN   12:00   NOON   Mary Scott
   MAY   27   SUN   5:30    P.M.   Frank Pompa
   MAY   27   SUN   5:30    P.M.   Angela L. Soliz
 

Go . . . make disciples
Would you like to re-discover your faith 

through new eyes? Those who serve as RCIA sponsors 
to those entering the Catholic Church often experience 
this gift.  Are you interested in participating in this 
inspiring ministry?  For more information, contact Sr. 
Annette at 993-0299 or awagner@stpiusxcc.org  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
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School News
By Principal Kathy Clark

The countdown is on—the end is in sight 
and the natives are getting restless!  There 
are only 8 more days of school for the children 
in grades 1 through 5 of St. Pius X Catholic School.  There are 7 
more days for the children in K-3, K-4, K-5 and 6th grade!  If prizes 
were being given, this year would get the prize for the fastest one 
on record!  Perhaps it has flown by because of all of the activities 
that happen throughout the school year at our school.  Whatever 
the case, you can be assured that both teachers and children will 
be counting down each and every day until that last day, which is 
May 30 for the early childhood children and 6th graders, and May 
31 for the rest of the school.

This past week was fairly quiet as weeks go.  We had final 
registration, a speaker from the Padre Island National Seashore, 
elections for the new PTO board, and the last Advisory Council 
meeting.  Final registration went smoothly, thanks to the 
organizational skills of the office crew, Colleen Thomas, Leigh 
Anne Gibbon and Beverly Beach, who sent final registration 
packets home to parents to complete beforehand.  Our numbers 
are looking good for the next school year.  Our K-4 and 2nd grade 
classes are already full, and K-5 is almost there.

Our PTO elections had to be held by written ballot this year since 
our meeting got cancelled last week due to inclement weather.  
Congratulations to the winners:  Jackie Heath, President, Maria 
Riojas, Vice President, Nicole Ortiz, 2nd Vice President, Bonnie 
Morgan, Treasurer, Jenny Ostrom, Social Secretary, D’Ann Tatsch, 
Secretary, and Victoria Anderson, Parliamentarian.  If these ladies 
are anything like the current PTO board members who have raised 
$71,000 for the school this year, they will be terrific.  Many thanks 
go to the outgoing officers, led by Sarah Morrison, President.

If you were to ask any of our students what they know about 
sea turtles, you would find that they know quite a bit, thanks to 
the talks they have had during our recent oceans unit from Sr. 
Barbara Bluntzer and a park ranger from the National Seashore, 
Sarah Wolf.  Both were very informative on the subject.  Ms. Wolf 
brought shells of real turtles to share with the children, as well as 
a jar filled with 100 ping pong balls to emphasize the size of turtle 
eggs and how many eggs a mother turtle lays at one time.

This week will be both busy and fun as we begin the end of 
school parties and functions.  On Tuesday, our Student Council 
members will have their party in the afternoon at the Parish Hall.  
On Wednesday, our 6th graders will visit Temple Bethel, and on 
Thursday, we will have our last Manner of the Month lunch at 
Jason’s Deli.  On Friday, the school will have Field Day, a picnic, 
and a volleyball game between the faculty and the 6th graders.  
Fr. Paul, Fr. Joseph and David Bayardo, our seminarian, have 
promised to play on the Fearless Faculty team.  We need all the 
help we can get!

The following week will be filled with awards ceremonies and 
graduations, and then we will bid farewell to the students for the 
summer.  It’s amazing how fast a school year can go!



Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins…

Mass Intentions Frank Baish, Manuel Balbin, Madison Beckwith, John 
Boyd, Frances Branning, Sr. Patrick Bruen, Stella & 
Michael Campos, Florinda De La Garza, Mark DeGaish, 
Sandy DeGregorio, Minga DeLosSantos, Samantha 
Didear Deste, Bobby Floyd, Frances Galvan, Jackson 
Gavarkovs, Elida Gonzalez, Bobby Gough, Glenda 
Graham, Charlotte & Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, Terry 
Groner, Coleen Habeeb, Marie Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, 
James Hartman, Corina Herndon, Cathy Hervey, Chris 
Holland, Elizabeth Johnson, Dorothy Krause, Ed Lewis, 
Dorothy Mathews, Virginia Medrano, Robert Miller, John 
Morgan, Dan Murray, Patricia Paris, Phil Perabo, Robert M. 
Pope, Pat Reddick, Terry Schacherl, Msgr. Richard Shirley, 
Willie Mae Shirley, Mary Pat Slavik, Maxine Sommers, 
Silverio Valencia, Jr., Luz Villarreal, Mary Lois Webster, 
Bea Wilson, Linda Witt, Sarah Zuniga and all those who 
asked for and need our prayers.

Sat. 5/19 5:30PM MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
Sun. 5/20 8:00AM Vera Catchings’ Anniversary by Lisa & 
   Dewayne Catchings
 10:00AM Pat Hill & Joan Duerr by Dotti & Syd Duerr 
 12:00PM For the Parishioners
 5:30PM MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA 
 7:30PM Maria Nguyen by Ho Nguyen  
Mon. 5/21 8:15AM MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA  
Tue.  5/22 8:15AM Bob Shirley & Joyce Shirley by Mary & 
   Art Salinas
  Marvin Slaughter by Bobby & Donna 
   Gough
Wed. 5/23 8:15AM Augusta Gross by Chuck Gross
  Jim Yaklin by Chuck Gross
  Robert Alatorre by Hipolito & Mary Munguia
  Dr.Zach & Hillary Zuniga’s Wed. Anniv. 
   Intentions by Raul & Sarah Zuniga 
  Cathy Hervey’s Intentions by Lucy Boyd
 5:30PM Alene Koenig by Karen & Harly Day
  Mitzi Mendleski by E. Jeanne LaFeber
  Bill Traeger by Ken & Liz Morgan
  Joe McCullough by Tommy & Charlotte 
   Groner
  Thomas & Mary Fitzgerald by the 
   Fitzgerald girls
  Robert King by Lory Moore
Thu. 5/24 8:15AM Pat Janosek’s Intentions 
Fri. 5/25 8:15AM Teofilo & Maria de Jesus Rodriguez by 
   M/M Bonifacio Rodriguez 
 5:30PM Ellen Hubbard by Carolyn Buehrig
Sat. 5/26 5:30PM Bob Conwell by Ellen M. Dickson 
  Agatha Nguyen’s 1st Anniversary by 
   Fr. Joseph
Sun. 5/27 8:00AM Chris & John Janosek by Austin & Brittany 
   Janosek
 10:00AM  For the Parishioners  
 12:00PM Msgr. Shirley’s Anniversary of Ordination 
   Intentions by Mary & Art Salinas 
 5:30PM Celia Cruse by Children & Grandchildren

6 BULLETIN SPONSOR

 

Drive Home the  
Choose Life  Message  
 
A portion of the “Choose Life” license plate fee 
goes to organizations like Catholic Charities that 
educate mothers about adoption. 
Visit www.TXcatholic.org and click on the 
“Order your Choose Life License plate” button 
to order your plate online. 
The Te xas Cath olic Conferenc e is the p ublic policy voice of 
the Bishops of Texas  

 


