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                      Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
“T

o 
re

ne
w 

all
 th

ing
s i

n C
hr

ist
” Dear Friends,

   Have you ever had difficulty letting go of something?  If you have, you are not alone.  Each of us finds 
ourselves developing attachments to someone or something that we know we must let go of.  Maybe it’s 
something that has sentimental value.  Perhaps it is an activity that you really enjoy doing.  Whatever 
the case may be, there is usually a cost involved in releasing those attachments.

   In recent days, I have been in conversations with people where the football season is a topic of 
conversation.  One of the things that I’ve mentioned in some of those conversations is that I like football, 
but I’m not as big a fan as I used to be.  The reason is that, as a priest, I’m often working when the 
games are broadcast on TV.  Many years ago, I found that I often had to make the sacrifice of missing 
televised games in order to do my priestly ministry.  Either I was invited out to a luncheon, or I had to 
baptize children, visit someone in the hospital, or some other activity that pulled me away from watching 
the games.  So while other people sat at home and cheered for their team, I was working.

   There is no need to feel sorry for me, though.  I was well aware of what I was getting into.  Priests 
work on Sundays while much of the rest of the world has the weekend off.  Nevertheless, I can’t say it 
was easy to let go of watching my favorite teams play.

   At first, I was a little resentful that I couldn’t always participate in the reverie of Sunday football.  
Families would get together and I wanted to do the same.  However, as I learned to embrace the reality 
that my work was an act of love, and as I let go of my attachment to these things, it brought tremendous 
peace.  Now, I don’t really give it a second thought.

   This type of detachment is something that comes with maturity and growth in wisdom.  Sacrificing 
something we would rather be doing for the sake of something else is a part of maturity and growing spiritually.

   Most parents learn this lesson rather quickly.  In order to care for a child, parents let go of a good 
nights’ of sleep, personal conveniences, and even comfort.  There is a cost to parenting that is part and 
parcel of that vocation.  Anyone who has not learned this is too wrapped up in themselves to learn this lesson.

   When Jesus mentions that “If anyone who comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple”, he is essentially 
saying that he needs to hold the prime place in our hearts.  Discipleship costs something.  Anything 
worthwhile costs something.

   What Jesus is not saying is that we 
should hate other people.  He uses the 
word “hate” as hyperbole; in order to 
emphasize that Christ should have the 
first priority in our lives.  That is difficult 
for us to do.  When we are faced with 
the choice of whether or not to go to 
Mass on Sundays, we are faced with 
a choice of priorities.  Can we place 
Christ above all of our other wants 
and desires?  Do we show that he is 
truly the most important thing in our 
lives by making every effort to go to 
Mass without excuse?  Discipleship is 
costly and demanding.  When we are 
faced with a choice about moving in 
with someone, even though we are not 
married, do we give first consideration 
to what it is that Christ wants of us?  
Or do we put our own desires ahead 
of his?  Are we willing to embrace the 
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cost of discipleship and avoid living 
together so that we can preserve our 
relationship with Christ?  When we are 
engaged in a business transaction are 
we willing to do things the right way, 
even though we might be able to make 
more money by being deceitful?  Can 
we place trust in Christ as a priority, 
knowing that he will take care of us?

   These are the kind of questions that 
the gospel is leading us to consider.  
To be a disciple of Christ sometimes 
involves very difficult decisions which 
may mean we have to let go of personal 
desires for a higher good.  That is what 
it means to take up one’s cross to follow 
Christ.  God bless,

Catholic Daughters
The Catholic Daughters will meet 

this Tuesday, September 10th, at 7:00 
p.m. in CC#2. All ladies of the parish 
are invited for more information on our 
ministries. We are continuing to accept 
breakfast donations for the Mother 
Teresa Shelter. Your kindness is greatly 
appreciated.

Friendship Circle to Begin
Ladies, we will begin our 2013-14 series 

of luncheon meetings once again on 
Wednesday, September 18th.  We begin 
our year’s activities with an 11:00 a.m. 
Mass, praying for the repose of the soul of 
our loved ones.  After Mass, we will meet 
in the Parish Hall for lunch, renewal of 
friendships and support, and make new 
friends to add to our “Friendship Circle”. 
We hope to see you all there.

Pop a Top for a Good Cause
Our Acts of Charity 

committee is collecting 
pull-tabs and turning into 
the Ronald McDonald 
House so that they can 
redeem and use the 

monies for their needs.  
So many of us just throw these away, so 
we are asking you to save the pull tabs 
off of your soda, beer and all other cans 
with pull-tabs.  You can drop them in the 
designated box in the back of the church, 
or drop by the parish office, and we will 
take to the Ronald McDonald House.  
Thanks for your support!



Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, September 8

8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – CC#2
Monday, September 9

5:00-6:00PM – Confirmation class – YC
5:30PM-Journey Board – CC#1
7:00PM-Scouts – Cafeteria

Tuesday, September 10 
6:00-8:00AM – Men’s Journey – CC#1&2
10:00AM – Journey – CC#2
12:00-3:00PM – MAP – CC#1
3:30PM – Sultana de Baza – R
6:30PM – CMSE – CC#1
7:00PM – Catholic Daughters – CC#2

Wednesday, September 11
7-8:00AM – Joyful Pillars – CC#2
9:00AM – 12:00PM – MAP – CC#1
3:30PM – Children’s Choir – C/R
4:30PM – Youth Choir – C/R
6:30PM – CCD – CC#1&2, Cafeteria
8:00PM – Youth Band practice – CH

Thursday, September 12
1:30PM – Bridge – CC#1&2
6:00-9:00PM – Women’s ACTS Retreat meeting – PH
6:30PM – Bell Choir – C/R
7:00PM – Adoration – CH
7:30PM – Adult Choir – C/R

Friday, September 13
9:00-11:00AM – Women of Faith – CC#2

Saturday, September 14
8:00AM-12:00PM – Men’s Journey – Cafeteria
9:00AM-12:00PM – Men’s ACTS Retreat meeting – PH
6:45PM – Baptism – CH

Sunday, September 15
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
8:30-10:00AM – RCIA – CC#2
10:00AM – Mass with scouts – CH & Cafeteria
1:30PM – Baptisms – CH

3

Organ Recital at St. Pius
The Corpus Christi Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists will present a Member’s Choice Recital on Monday, 
September 16th, at 7:00 p.m. in our church.  Eleven of the 
embers will be performing on the recital.  Come join us for 
the fun as these talented organists from many of our area 
churches share their talents with the community.  Admission 
is free.  There will be a reception in the parish hall following 
the concert.

Want To Go To Ireland?
If you need information about the Ireland trip for next June, 

pick up a brochure from the ledge in the back of the Church. 
Or call Sister Barbara Bluntzer at 361-549-3976.

Come Run, Come All!!
A great family 5K FUN RUN is being held next Saturday, 

September 14th at 7:30 a.m. at Cole Park to benefit the Mission 
of Mercy, which is a Mobile Medical Program that provides 
quality healthcare at no cost to the uninsured of the Coastal 
Bend.   A special category if you wear your scrubs! Awards are 
given for adults and children who will run only 1 K.  Register 
online at www.active.com .Questions? Contact Linda Salinas 
at 883-5500.

Children’s Liturgy Resumes Next Sunday
Beginning September 15th, at both l0 a.m. and 12 noon 

Mass, children in grades 1-5 are invited to go to a separate 
prayer area with a presider to:  hear the readings, have a homily 
directed toward them, recite the creed, voice their petitions and 
return to you parents at the Presentation of Gifts.  Sometimes 
children can’t see the altar or the actions there, understand 
the language of the Scriptures or relate to the homily which is 
geared to the congregation.  Here is an opportunity for them to 
understand the readings and hear a homily more to their level 
of understanding.  After the opening prayer, listen for the priest 
to invite them to join the adult who has been prepared to meet 
the children for these times.

30th Annual St. Pius X Catholic School Halloween 
Carnival

This year’s Halloween Carnival is Friday, October 25th.   
It is seven weeks away, BUT the planning and prep work is 
happening NOW.  To ensure we have the best carnival ever, 
we can use support from you both in the form of prayer as 
well as donations and sponsorships.  There are several big-
ticket items that we rent in order to make the evening event a 
success.  For example, we rent two light towers, three inflatable 
obstacle courses, and a rock wall.  If you feel drawn to help 
financially, please contact the Carnival Chair, D’Ann Tatsch at 
mike_tatsch@hotmail.com or call the school office at 361-992-
1343 and leave a message.

Grief Support Group
Are you, or someone you know, widowed or divorced?  

Being widowed or divorced is painful and lonely. It takes 
someone who has been through your same circumstances to 
know what you are going through. Like the group that meets 
at 7:00pm every Monday for ten weeks starting September 
9th. You can learn to cope with your grief by sharing your 
experience.  Come join us by calling John at 813-5825 
(email jmoses@clear.net) or Charlene at 887-7603 for more 
information.  This group is sponsored by the Family Life 
Office of our diocese.
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Registration
We will continue to hold registration for the 2013-2014 EDGE & LIFE 
TEEN year every week at both programs! We continue to invite parents 
to register their youth for continued Christian faith formation.  Please 
register your youth!!

Mission of Mercy 5K Fun Run
Both EDGE and LIFE TEEN have been invited to participate and help 
facilitate the Mission to Move 5K Fun Run/Walk for Mission of Mercy. 
Youth are being asked to help by running in the event or dispens-
ing water and doing other things for the event. We are asking for all 
LIFE TEEN participants to wear their ORANGE shirts and all EDGE 
participants to wear their GREEN shirts. Please register your youth 
and your family TODAY at the Youth Center after the 5:30 pm Mass.  
The run is on Saturday, September 14th, @ 7:30 a.m. and the cost 
is $25 if running and no charge if just serving.

  
Life Teen App
The St. Pius X LIFE TEEN ministry has created a new app for smart-
phones that is available for FREE download. The app will show: up-
coming events, contact information, Youtube videos, Facebook entries, 
Twitter posts, Instagram photos and the parish website.  Please be on 
the lookout at the Marketplace on your phone for: SPX Life Teen! 

Upcoming EDGE & LIFE TEEN Events
TONIGHT – LIFE TEEN: All Who Are Thirsty
Wednesday, September 11 – EDGE: It Takes Two
Thursday, September 12 – Youth Adoration Night
Friday, September 13 – LIFE TEEN @ Carroll Football Game
Saturday, September 14 – Mission of Mercy 5K Fun Run

LIFE TEEN @ Football Games
Relational ministry, which is not only leading teens closer to Christ, 
but walking with them in their world, is a huge part of what we do at 
Life Teen and EDGE. Just as Christ doesn’t just lead but walks with 
us, we must follow His example and do the same.
Therefore, this year, we will begin going to football games, band and 
choir performances, swim meets, and any other extracurricular activity 
that your youth participates in. We can’t make it to everything all the 
time, however, we will strive to do our best to be there.
So if you see us wearing our CORE shirts or our bright orange/green 
shirts, say “Hello,” because we would love to sit and watch with you 
and your family.

THIS WEEK: CARROLL FOOTBALL GAME (Go Tigers!)

Find Us on Social Media
Website – www.stpiusxcc.org
Facebook – St. Pius X Life Teen
Twitter - @theCatholicYM
Instagram – StPiusXCCYouthMinistry
Youtube - spxccyouthministry
For more information, contact: Robert Streight (361) 452-4513  
  or rstreight@stpiusxcc.org

Altar Servers 
Sept. 14-15

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Tessa Heines
Blaine Buchanan
Kraig Bray
Hannah Cazalas

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Logan Campbell
Kevin Beckwith
Sophie Campbell
Lucy Kainer

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Kelsey Krnavek
Dalton Rives
Stacia Knavek
Ryan Rives

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Joseph Tarin
Quarter Morrison
Matthew Lutz
Riel Posada
Grace Morrison

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Brian Pompa
Cole Morin
Toby Johnson
Colby Christopher

Around the Diocese
30th Annual Czechfest Sunday, October 6th at St. Thomas 

the Apostle Church, 16602 FM 624, Robstown, TX.  Includes 
arts & crafts, bingo, children games and rides, Country 
Store, silent auction, and live auction.  Lunch served at 
11:00 a.m.  Czech Mass Celebrant: Reverend Msgr. Richard 
Shirley at 11:00 a.m.  Bring the family!

LECTORS
24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
 SEP 14 SAT 5:30 P.M. Ron Osman
 SEP 14 SAT 5:30 P.M. Christine Wisian
 SEP 15 SUN 8:00 A.M. Norman Acker
 SEP 15 SUN 8:00 A.M. Teresa Camacho
 SEP 15 SUN 10:00 A.M. Denise Hyde
 SEP 15 SUN 10:00 A.M. Larry Hyde
 SEP 15 SUN 12:00 NOON Mary Scott
 SEP 15 SUN 12:00 NOON Jenny Sehy
 SEP 15 SUN 5:30 P.M. Martha St. Romain
 SEP 15 SUN 5:30 P.M. Angela L. Soliz  
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONSchool News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

The contests are over, winners 
are announced and money has been 
raised.  The top ten salespersons of the F a l l 
Fundraiser have been determined, new officers for Student 
Council have been elected, a new design for this year’s 
Halloween Carnival t-shirt has been chosen and the Hooks 
Baseball Game fundraiser was a big success.  Perhaps the most 
fun event of the week, however, happened on Wednesday when 
we honored our Grandparents.  It was truly a very busy week!

The top ten winners of the Fall Fundraiser will be treated 
to a limousine ride to Peter Piper Pizza on September 20 
where they will eat pizza and play games.  Congratulations to 
Isabella Bocanegra, 3rd grader, who was the top seller.  She sold 
$1106.50 worth of items.  Close behind her was Aracely Salazer, 
3rd grader, who sold $1038.00.   The remaining top ten sellers 
were Sarah Grace O’Donnell (6th), Kyler Ross (4th), Sean 
Campos (3rd), Sarah Calaway (6th), Adam Black (K-4), Darren 
Villanueva (K-4), Ava Villegas (K-5) and Isaiah Benavides (K-5).   
In addition, since every class sold an average of 5 items, they 
received a pig to run in the pig races and Father Paul and I will 
now have to kiss a pig.  Way to Go, Blue Jays!

Student Council officers were elected on August 30th.  
Congratulations to Rilley Arreola (6th)-President, Maggie 
Harrel (6th)-Vice President, Carolyn McNiff (5th)-Secretary, 
Aidan Harney (5th)-Treasurer, and Noah Arreola (4th)-Chaplain.  
These young men and women will serve our school well!

Congratulations are in order for Mary Arnolds, a 5th grader, 
who was the winner of the Halloween t-shirt design contest and 
will have her drawing on the t-shirts this year.  She will also 
receive a free t-shirt and $20 worth of carnival tickets.  The 
second place winner was Maggie Harrel, a 5th grader.  She will 
receive $10 worth of carnival tickets.  

The Hooks Baseball Game fundraiser on Labor Day raised 
over $500 for our Athletic Department.  Money raised will help 
patch the cracks on the basketball court, plus purchase new 
uniforms and equipment.  Thanks to Coach Woodard for setting 
this up and for everyone that purchased a ticket.  It was a 
fun time and the Hooks won the game, securing the 2nd half 
championship! Let’s Go Hooks!

Our celebration of Grandparents Day on Wednesday was well 
attended.  It began with Mass at 8:15 a.m. and ended with a 
reception in the classrooms where grandparents shared stories 
with their grandchildren and opened special cards that were 
made for them by the children.  It was a special day for all.

This coming week will be testing time for our students in 
grades 1 through 6 as they take the Iowa Test of Basic Skills.  
It will also be the beginning of the volleyball season in which 
our 4th, 5th and 6th grade students compete against the other 
Catholic and private schools of the Parochial Sports League.  It 
looks like another busy week at St. Pius X Catholic School! 

 God Bless and Have a Great Week!

Interested in finding out more 

about the Catholic faith?  Feel 

called to consider joining the 

Catholic Church?
		The process for those interested in becoming members 
of the Catholic Church has begun!  There is still time to 
come and see if this is the right time for you.  Our next 
meeting is this Sunday, September 8, from 8:30 to 9:45 

AM in Room CC-2. For more information, contact Sr. An-
nette Wagner at 993-0299 or awagner@stpiusxcc.org.    

Discipleship Then and Now
What does it really mean to be a disciple of Jesus?  

Join the DVD study with Fr. Anthony Gittins, C.S.Sp., 
as he introduces us to men and women of 
the Gospel who – through their response to 
Jesus – can teach us about true discipleship 
then and now.  (No homework!)  Sessions 

are on Monday 7:00 to 8:30 PM and Tuesday 2:00 to 3:30 
PM.  We meet in CC-2 beginning Monday, September 
23rd and Tuesday, September 24th.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
STARTED LAST WEDNESDAY.  Everything 
is off to a great start.  If you have not yet 
registered your child, now is the time!   Of the 30 children who 
received First Communion last May, 18 have registered to 
return to class this year.  Where are the others?   If you have 
not yet registered your child or children for CCD, please do 
so now.  As I told the parent on Wednesday, “there is really 
only ONE constant in our lives and that is GOD!”  All else that 
we put importance on is really only passing.  So, parents – let 
us introduce the children to our God!   You can still obtain 
registration forms on line or at the office. 

Safe Environment Re-certification

September 10th

6:30 pm
CC # 1
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Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Marcie Aguilar, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, Isabel Anorga, 

Luisa Arevalo, Janelle Ballard, Ann Bednorz, Don Birt, Sgt. 
1st Class William Boone, Lucy Boyd, Bill Brumback, Bob 
Buchanan, Bob Byrd, Stella & Michael Campos, Mary Lee 
Cantwell, Ashley Carroll, Jason Cox, Shirley Curry, Florinda 
De La Garza, Mark DeGaish, Sandy DeGregorio, Minga 
DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste, Rhonda Dungan, 
Liz Elovitz, Yolanda Escobar, Anne Everson, Bobby Floyd, 
Jay Francis, Esperanza Garcia, Raymond Garcia, Jr., Terry 
Garza, Elida Gonzalez, Glenda Graham, Vickie Grainger, 
Maria Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy Groner, Jared Groner, Terry 
Groner, Suzy Guzman, Colleen Habeeb, Marie Habeeb, 
Rose Marie Hand, James Hartman, Corina Herndon, 
Chris Holland, Graham Hughes, Elizabeth Johnson, Julie 
Johnson, Mary Kelly, Dorothy Krause, Dora Lambert, Arlene 
Leep, Ed Lewis, Dorothy Mathews, Michael  McCloskey, 
Virginia Medrano, Robert Miller, Johhnye Lee Mokry, John 
Morgan, Dan Murray, Toufic Nicolas, Patricia Paris, Phil 
Perabo, Robert M. Pope, Ron Randolph, Raymond Richter, 
John & Irene Rosales, Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, 
Albert Rubio, David Russell, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber 
Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd, Msgr. Richard 
Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Judy Slaughter, Mary Pat Slavik, 
Maxine Sommers, Adrian Sosa, Renato Sovran, Stephen 
Tagliabue, Dora Tenpenny, Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson, 
Norbert & Rosalind Thonnard, Sara Trevino, Mary Vall, 
Idolina Vela, Luz Villarreal, Melva Walet, Bea Wilson, 
Sandra Woolery, Dolly Zihelli, Sarah Zuniga and all those 
who asked for and need our prayers.

Financial Report for week ending 9/1/2013

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection ............. $23,755.96
Assumption ..............................$10.00
Other Income .........................$900.00
Total Operating Revenue ..$24,665.96 

Other Contributions:
Acts of Charity ..........................$80.00
Janosek Scholarship .............. $125.00

Total Other Contributions ....... $205.00

Total Contributions ............$24,870.96

Loan balance on Youth Bldg
     as of August 23, 2013 $740,384.99

Mass Intentions

Sat. 9/7 8:15AM † John the Baptist Nguyen by family 
 5:30PM † Charles Peterek by Marion Peterek
Sun.  9/8 8:00AM † Joseph Darilek by family 
 10:00AM † Leonard Hardigree by M. Hardigree
 12:00PM † Alvino Campos by Stella Campos
  † Connie Moreno by Dora Garza 
 5:30PM    For the parishioners   
 7:30PM † Fr. Nguyen Van Liep by family
Mon. 9/9 8:15AM † Richard O’Keefe, Anniversary by Jacqueline O’Keefe
Tue.  9/10 8:15AM † Jeremy Gabrysch by Edward Gabrysch
Wed. 9/11       8:15AM † Edwin Imhoff by his wife
  † Lorrine Boomgarden by Mathews family
  † Mary Brandesky by Sykora family
  † Thomas & Mary Fitzgerald by Fitzgerald girls
  † Abel Chapa by Gary & Kathy Clark
     Blessed Virgin Mary by Marie Habeeb
     In Thanksgiving to St. Anthony by Camille Habeeb-Hojnacki
 5:30PM † Brenda Moore by Lory Moore  
  † Anna T. Cuccia Nicolas by the Feudo & Jonasen, Speed families
  † Patrick De Gregorio by Pat & Sandi De Gregorio
  † Bruce A. Balli by Felix Ramirez
  † Bess Evans by Mimi Griffin
  † Dr. Ben Groner by Frank & Martha Kolda
  † Roberta Torres by George & Estela Phillips
Thu. 9/12  8:15AM † Doak Russel by Deanna Havel
Fri. 9/13 8:15AM † Dorothy Janosek by Willie Mae Shirley 
 5:30PM  † Porfirio & Rafaela Nava by Elva Garza   
Sat. 9/14  5:30PM † Robert Alatorre, Anniversary by Celia Alatorre & family
Sun. 9/15 8:00AM † Christopher & John Janosek by Lisa & Dewayne Catchings
                      10:00AM   † Joan Duerr & Pat Hill by Sid Duerr & Dotti Hill Duerr
 12:00PM     For the parishioners  
 5:30PM † Dick Frosch by Jeannie Cersosimo

BULLETIN SPONSOR


