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” Dear Friends,

   Have you ever felt like it was rather hard to be Christian?  If you’ve been touched by the presence of God 
or are on fire with the Spirit, it may not seem so difficult because of the freshness of the experience, but what 
happens when the initial fervor dwindles and the real work of being Christian begins to settle in?

   As we travel down the path of Christian living, it seems that there are never-ending circumstances that 
challenge our faith and the principles that we profess to live by.  When we are faced with a tragedy or we run 
into an obstacle in our work, we may find ourselves tested.  Here and there, we may encounter a medical 
situation that causes us to question our faith, or our daily work may drain us of that receptiveness to do what 
we feel God is asking of us.  The normal stresses of daily life and the allurements of our materialistic world can 
also compete with our desire to do good and keep ourselves on the right track.

   If you find yourself in this situation, you are not alone.  None of the saints were alien to the pressures that 
life can bring.  Some of them suffered greatly trying to adhere to a life in imitation of Christ.

   To be sure, being a Christian is a weighty responsibility that requires fortitude, perseverance, prayer, and 
self-sacrifice.  These are things that must be a part of our lives on an ongoing basis if we are to truly live as 
Christ calls us to live.  In fact, we might say that if we aren’t struggling in some sense, we may not truly be living 
our Christian Faith to its fullness.  Notice, though, that I did not say that Christian living is absent of joy.

   In the gospel this weekend, we hear that when Jesus was about to begin his public ministry, he went into 
the desert to fast and pray for forty days and forty nights.  What he was doing was focusing his mind and heart 
to prepare himself for the mission at hand.  In order to purify his motivation and intention, he deprived himself 
of basic comforts and endured the hardships of the wilderness so as to build up his fortitude and sharpen his 
mind and spirit for the battle he would wage against the evil of sin.  His was going to be a life of hardship and a 
road to the cross.  He was about to carry the weight of humanity upon his shoulders and he wanted to engage 
in this 40 day “retreat” in order to fully embrace the cross.

   Nothing less is asked of the follower of Christ.  We participate in this Lenten journey as a way of joining 
Christ in preparing our hearts 
spiritually.  We engage in the 
practices of fasting, prayer, and 
almsgiving to make our hearts 
more nimble and pure so that 
we can more readily respond 
to God’s grace to give witness 
to Christ.  We enter into acts of 
penance and make an effort to 
participate more fully in Mass, 
so that we can renew our zeal 
for Christ.

   There is no doubt that, as 
Christians, we bear a heavy 
burden to witness to Christ.  
We must always be conscious 
of how we conduct ourselves.  
There are certain constraints 
that we must live within.  The 
rituals, precepts, and moral 
guidelines that govern our 
actions and our faith practice 
can sometimes be a burden, 
but they help us to preserve 
the dignity and integrity of 
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Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-5:00PM

Schedule of Services
Masses:  First Friday: 5:30PM - Anointing of the Sick

   First Saturday: 8:15AM 
    Saturday:  Vigil at 5:30PM.

Sunday: 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5:30PM (Youth Mass)
(Babysitting at 10AM and 12 noon Sunday Masses - Ages 6mo-5yrs - in Parish Hall Nursery)

Weekdays: Monday through Friday 8:15AM,
Wednesday & Friday 5:30PM

Holy Days: 8:15AM, 12PM & 6:00PM(Vigil 5:30PM)

Confessions: Saturdays - 4-5PM and 6:30-7:30PM
Marriages: By appointment only and notice six months in advance.

Weddings take place on weekdays any time and 
on Saturdays no later than 2:00PM

Baptismal Instruction: Pre-register through the office.
Anointing of the Sick: On request and at the 5:30PM Mass on First Fridays
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our faith.  Jesus tells us that if we are to 
follow him, we must take up our cross.  
Accepting Christ and his direction in our 
lives necessarily involves accepting the 
cross.  It is a burden to do things the right 
way.  It is difficult to engage in practices 
that form good habits in our lives.  We may 
have to forego some things for a greater 
good, but ultimately, it is worth it.  It is worth 
it to have incomparable gladness in doing 
what is good, right, and holy.

   Enter into the desert this Lent.  Let 
Christ forge you into his image and 
likeness.  Embrace the cross that you 
bear and do good.  This weekend, we will 
give you a chance to engage in certain 
practices as a family to boost your family 
unity and to foster faith.  The family is the 
domestic Church.  Some things will require 
extra effort, but will ultimately lead you to 
greater familial love and help you to be 
more resilient to the demands of Christian 
life.  God bless!

This week, 
CRS Rice 
Bowl invites 
us to enter 
into solidarity 
w i t h  t h e 

people of Kenya.  We are encouraged 
to reflect on the Catholic social teaching 

principle, Sacredness and Dignity of the 
Human Person, and reminded that our 
inherent dignity comes from our creation 
as children of God and not from any of 
our own actions.  Let us pray this week for 
our sisters and brothers in Kenya and all 
around the world, that we may respect and 
uphold the sacredness of life and dignity 
of all people.

Knights of Columbus
The new Knights 

of Columbus Council 
#11567 of St. Pius X 
Church will meet Monday, 
March 17th at the Parish 
Hall.  Members’ dinner 
6:30pm, meeting begins at 7:00pm.

MARK YOUR CALENDERS......
The St. Pius X Men’s Club will host a 

one-day Men’s Retreat entitled, “Getting 
the F.A.C.T.S. 
Straight on Your 
Prayer life” on 
Saturday May 
17th from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. in the Youth 

Building.  The retreat is free to all men 
age 18 and over.  Breakfast and lunch are 
included.  Following the retreat the Men’s 
Club will host a social with games, snacks 
and beverages.  



Comings and Goings
The Week at a Glance
Sunday, March 9

8:30AM - RCIA - CC#2
10:00AM-3:00PM - Pilgrimage Luncheon - PH
2:00PM - Catholic Daughters - CC#2

Monday, March 10
3:30PM - Ballet - PH
5:30PM - Journey Board - PH
7:00-8:30PM - Adult Faith Formation - CC#2
7:00PM - Scouts - Cafeteria
7:30PM - Angels - CC#1

Tuesday, March 11
6:00-8:00AM - Men’s Journey - CC#1&2
10:00AM - Journey - CC#2
12:00-3:00PM - MAP - CC#1
2:00-3:30PM - Adult Faith Formation - CC#2
6:30PM - CMSE - CC#1
7:00PM - Catholic Daughters - CC#2

Wednesday, March 12
7:00-8:00AM - Joyful Pillars - CC#2
9:00AM - 12:00PM - MAP - CC#1
9:30AM - Schola - C/R
3:30PM - Children’s Choir - C/R
4:30PM - Youth Choir - C/R

Thursday, March 13
1:30PM - Bridge - CC#1&2
6:00-10:00PM - Veritas - CC#1
6:00PM - Bell Choir - C/R
7:00PM - Adoration - CH
7:30PM - Adult Choir - C/R

Friday, March 14
9:00-11:00AM – Women of Faith – YC
4:30-7:00PM – Fish Fry - PH
7:00PM – Stations of the Cross - CH

Saturday, March 15
10:00AM-3:00PM - Scouts - Cafeteria
10:00AM-4:00PM - Cooking - PHK

Sunday, March 16
2nd Collection: Purple Bag
8:30AM - RCIA - CC#2
10:00AM-3:00PM - Scouts - CH & Cafeteria
12:00-2:00PM - Diocesan “True Radiance” - CC#2
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CATHOLICISM 
The CATHOLICISM Faith Formation Program brings the beauty, 

goodness and truth of the Church to life so that you can better 
understand and share your faith.  Fr. Robert Barron is an acclaimed 
author, theologian, and podcasting priest from Chicago. It starts this 
coming Tuesday, March 11th, and is held every Tuesday evening, until 
May 27th, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the St. Pius X Youth Building.  The 
cost is $10 to cover the study guide and workbook.

Vocation Corner
What is the remote preparation for marriage?  Hopefully, your 

own parents modeled in their lives the ideals of a happy marriage.  
Nevertheless, as we grow and mature, our focus must always be on 
the needs not of ourselves but of the other person…thus showing a 
generosity of heart and openness to others.  Virtues such as these 
are a remote preparation for any life style.  Pope Francis talking about 
marriage regarding daily living, says that words such as, “please, 
thanks and sorry” that show courtesy, gratitude and contrition are 
words “those that promote, conserve and enhance love over time”.  
Something to think about….

Many Thanks to All
Six large cartons of snack items along with several hundred letters of 

gratitude and appreciation (including notes and drawings from all the 
children at St. Pius X School) have been taken to the work building in 
Rockport for packaging and mailing.  This is a huge help to those who 
send boxes each month to the service men and women who are living 
in harm’s way overseas.  They are most grateful for your contributions 
to this project, in trying to make life a bit more pleasant for our military 
personnel.  Thank you!

St. Pius X School 11TH Annual Golf Classic , 

Friday, April 4th

Looking for players to come and enjoy an afternoon of golfing at the 
Corpus Christi Country Club, so gather some friends or join a foursome 
that day and play 18 holes on this beautiful course.  Cost per player 
is $150.  The proceeds go toward St. Pius X School’s technology 
fund.  Not a golfer, but want to support the school and advertise your 
business/company?  The golf committee is looking for people to 
sponsor a hole, a drive, or become a platinum level sponsor.  Every 
donation no matter how great or how small is greatly appreciated!  
Parishioners received a book of 10 tickets by mail 2 weeks ago.  
Please continue to mail in or drop those off.  You could be the winner 
of wonderful prize! Drawing will be held Thursday, April 3rd.  Winners 
will be contacted by phone.  More tickets are available at the school 
office.  Call the school at 992-1343 for more info.

RUMMAGE SALE – May 3, 2014 
Spring is in the air and thus spring cleaning is just 

around the corner!  Clear out your attic, clean up the 
garage, tidy those closets and bring your unwanted 
items to the St. Pius X Catholic School Rummage Sale.  
The Rummage Sale is on Saturday, May 3rd from 8am-
noon in the Parish Hall.  Please drop off your items the 
week prior between 8am and 4pm Monday-Friday, April 
28th-May 2nd.  All proceeds will go towards the school 
technology fund.  Your “trash” could be someone’s 
“treasure!”   
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THE NEXT LIFE TEEN NIGHT…
 LIFE TEEN is on brief hiatus during Spring Break. We look 

forward to the rest of the year beginning on Sunday, March 23!

THE NEXT EDGE NIGHT…
 EDGE will not meet on Wednesday, March 12 during the 

Spring Break holidays. We look forward to seeing all the middle 
school youth on March 19!

Upcoming EDGE & LIFE TEEN Events

TONIGHT– NO LIFE TEEN (Spring Break)
Wednesday, March 12 – NO EDGE (Spring Break)
Sunday, March 16 – NO LIFE TEEN (Spring Break)

Check out www.stpiusxcc.org for more information on upcoming 
events!

Youth Ministry Flocknote

 Want to stay in the loop when it comes to information about 
EDGE, LIFE TEEN, COLLEGE LIFE, or anything St. Pius X Youth 
Ministry.  Follow these simple directions:  Text SPXYM to 84576  
-or- Text SPXYM to 202-738-5764

   Find Us on Social Media

   Website – www.stpiusxcc.org
   Facebook – St. Pius X Life Teen
   Twitter - @theCatholicYM
   Instagram – StPiusXCCYouthMinistry
   Youtube - spxccyouthministry

For more information, contact: Robert Streight (361) 452-4513 or 
rstreight@stpiusxcc.org

Altar Servers

March 14 – Stations
7:00 p.m

MCSantiago Mendizabal
Kevin Beckwith
Lucy Kainer

March 15-16

Sat. 5:30 p.m.
MC Tessa Heines
Kraig Bray
Hannah Cazalas
Ryan Park

Sun. 8:00 a.m.
MC Javier Camacho, Jr.
Nicholas Lee
J.P. Lee

Sun. 10:00 a.m.
MC Brianna Salazar
Dalton Rives
Emily Salazar
Ryan Rives

Sun. 12:00 p.m.
MC Ranger Quintero
Quarter Morrison
Matthew Lutz
Grace Morrison
Kyler Ross

Sun. 5:30 p.m.
MC Brian Pompa
MC Cole Morin
Toby Johnson

LECTORS

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT   
MAR	 15	 SAT	 5:30	 	P.M.	 Fred	McCutchon
MAR	 15	 SAT	 5:30	 	P.M.	 Amy	Nye
MAR	 16	 SUN	 8:00	 	A.M.	 Angie	Ramos
MAR	 16	 SUN	 8:00	 	A.M.	 Alpha	Patterson
MAR 16 SUN 10:00  A.M. Patricia Stegall
MAR 16 SUN 10:00  A.M. Hester Rodriguez
MAR 16 SUN 12:00 NOON Art Kaler
MAR 16 SUN 12:00 NOON Geri Rice
MAR 16 SUN 5:30  P.M. Martha St. Romain
MAR	 16	 SUN	 5:30	 	P.M.	 Alma	Tamez

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

    

LENTEN MISSION 2014
Mark	your	calendars!		Our	Lenten	

Mission	 is	 set	 for	 the	 weekend	 of	
March	 29-30	 through	 Wednesday,	
April	 2.	 	 Fr.	 Rocky	 has	 chosen	 the	
following	 theme	 for	 our	 mission:																																					
Prayer is dangerous.

BULLETIN SPONSOR
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONSchool News
By Principal Bryan Krnavek

By the time you read this bulletin, the 
students and staff of St. Pius X Catholic 
School will have begun their Spring Break, 
a long anticipated week off from school.  Judging from the 
excitement in the air last week, one would have thought they 
were getting off for the summer break!  However, when I think 
of Spring Break, I think of warm weather.  The first part of the 
week did not feel that way when the temperatures hovered at 
between 30 and 40 degrees.  Nevertheless, it’s always nice to 
get some “R & R.”  When we return, it is going to be fast and 
furious until the end of school.

Last week, our early childhood classes held a Mardi Gras 
Float Parade throughout the school.  The students and their 
parents designed the floats out of shoeboxes.  We have some 
very creative 3, 4 and 5 year olds!

When we return from Spring Break, the teachers will conduct 
Parent Conferences with the parents of their students.  School 
will be dismissed at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday and Friday.  It’s 
a great way to let parents know how their child has done in 
school so far.  Report cards are given to the parents at the 
conferences.

Our Golf Tournament is less than one month away.  This 
year’s tournament will be held at the Corpus Christi Country 
Club on Friday, April 4th, at 1:00 p.m.  Teams are forming and 
sponsors are lending us a hand with their support.  We are 
blessed to have such great support from our parishioners who 
are purchasing raffle tickets and making extra donations.  Our 
tournament sponsor is Frank and Susy Battaglia.  Our food 
sponsor is Bob and Sue Becquet.  They have been supporting 
our golf tournament for many years.  We will have nice prizes 
for the winners, as well as a mixture of live and silent auction 
items after the golfers finish their play.  Also, the winners of the 
raffle will be announced on that Friday, and hopefully, it will be 
one of our parishioners.  If you know anyone who might want to 
play on a team, please let us know.  The number at the school 
is 992-1343.  We would love to sign them up.  Fr. Paul and Fr. 
Joseph need some competition!

Pre-registration for the 2014-2015 school year is continuing.  
Our K-5 class is full and our K-4 class is almost full.  We have 
openings in all of the other grades.  Pre-registration is now open 
to all families, so if you know of anyone who wants to provide a 
great Catholic education for their child(ren), send them our way.   
We would love to give them a tour of the school and show off 
our Blue Jay students.

Have a blessed week!

Spring Break
There is no CCD this week due to Spring 

Break.  We will resume class on Wednesday, 
March 19th at the usual time. 

                  It’s Time Again!  

    VBS is just around the corner!   
     Mark your calendar
             June 23 -27

Safe Environment Class
Please check your blue card for the 

expiration date.  It is required by the 
Diocese that you be certified and up 
to date on your certification if you are 

serving in a ministry.  If you have never been certified it is time 
to be certified.  If you are over a month behind in being re-
certified, then you may loose your privelege to serve in your 
ministry.  You can look on the Diocesan website for Core class 
dates and for recertification dates.  We have a recertification 
class every second Tuesday of the month. 
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Please Pray for our Sick & Shut-Ins:
Marcie Aguilar, Rebecca Akins, Alicia & Luis Alvarado, 

Isabel Anorga, Luisa Arevalo, Ann Bednorz, Don Birt, 
Bill Brumback, Bob Byrd, Stella & Michael Campos, 
Mary Lee Cantwell, Shirley Curry, Florinda De La 
Garza, Mark DeGaish, Sandy DeGregorio, Minga 
DeLosSantos, Samantha Didear Deste, Annie Dornak, 
Tanya Soroka Dunphies, Jay Francis, Sherry Frenzel, 

Esperanza Garcia, Raymond Garcia, 
Jr., Catherine Garofolo, Terry Garza, 
Elida Gonzalez, Glenda Graham, 
Maria Griffin, Charlotte & Tommy 
Groner, Jared Groner, Terry Groner, 
Suzy Guzman, Colleen Habeeb, 
Marie Habeeb, Rose Marie Hand, 
James Hartman, Corina Herndon, 
Chris Holland, Josh Holland, Graham 
Hughes, Ben Janosek, Elizabeth 
Johnson, Betty Kollaja, Tim Kleffner, 
Dorothy Krause, Dora Lambert, Anne 
Lee, Arlene Leep, Ed Lewis, Mary 
Ellen Litchko, Dorothy Mathews, 
Michael  McCloskey, Virginia 
Medrano, Johhnye Lee Mokry, 
John Morgan, Dan Murray, Toufic 
Nicolas, Patricia Paris, Phil Perabo, 

Robert M. Pope, Derrel Puckett, Ron 
Randolph, Raymond Richter, John & Irene Rosales, 
Rebecca Rosales, Marguerite Ross, Paul Rossi, Albert 
Rubio, David Russell, Luis Salazar, Tim Salch, Amber 
Saylor, Earl Saylor, Josephine Sheldon, Tina Shepherd, 
Msgr. Richard Shirley, Willie Mae Shirley, Judy Slaughter, 
Maxine Sommers, Adrian Sosa, Mary Ann Starkey, Mamie 
Stoner, Lydia Tey, Diane Thompson, Norbert & Rosalind 
Thonnard, Sara Trevino, Luke Valdez, Idolina Vela, Luz 
Villarreal, Lawrence Vrazel, Melva Walet, John Weed, 
Bea Wilson, Dian Winstead, Sarah Zuniga and all those 
who asked for and need our prayers.

Financial Report Week Ending 3/2/2014

Operating Revenue:
Sunday Collection ............. $26,623.06
Sunday Online .....................$2,968.33
Total Operating Revenue ..$29,591.39 

Other Contributions:
Janosek Scholarship .............. $150.00
Habeeb Scholarship ............... $100.00
Acts of Charity ........................ $118.00
Ash Wednesday .......................$35.00
Easter Flowers .........................$55.00

Total Other Contributions ....... $458.00

Total Contributions ............$30,049.39

Loan balance on Youth Bldg
     as of Feb. 28, 2014 .... $399,380.46

Mass Intentions

Saturday, March 8th 
5:30PM       † Allen Benesh by Benesh family
Sunday, March 9th 
8:00AM        For the Parishioners
10:00AM     † Lester Cunningham Anniversary by Carolyn & Jim Buehrig
12:00PM     † Alvino Campos by Stella Campos
                   † Lauro Ramos, Jr. by Art & Mary Salinas
5:30PM       † Francis Vrazel by Anna Vrazel
                   † Marie Therese Dureaux by Acker family
Monday, March 10th

6:30AM       † Jacinta Dang by family
8:15AM       † Martin Pigott by Didear family
                   † Arturo Vasquez Anniversary by Marie Vasquez 
Tuesday, March 11th 
6:30AM       † Maria Garza by Dr. & Mrs. Richard Carlson
8:15AM       † Frank Baish by family
Wednesday, March 12th 
6:30AM       † Jacinta Dang by family
8:15AM       † Edwin Imhoff by wife
                   Willie Mae Shirley’s Birthday Int. by Don & Anita Shirley 
5:30PM       † William G. Woodhouse by Harry & Jeannie Kemp
                     Larry Vrazel’s Intentions by Lory Moore
                   † Bobbe Ford by Lorraine Karp
Thursday, March 13th 
6:30AM       † Michelle Tagliabue by Paul Tisdale
8:15AM       † David Case by Mary Fodor
Friday, March 14th 
6:30AM       † Jacinta Dang by family
8:15AM       † Amparo Rodriguez by Bonifacio Rodriguez
5:30PM       † Vernon Krause Anniversary by Dorothy & family
Saturday, March 15th 
8:15AM       † Mathews Deceased relatives by Dorothy Mathews
5:30PM       † Alejandro & Gumecinda Salinas by Art & Mary
Sunday, March 16th 
8:00AM         For the Parishioners
10:00AM     † Lester Cunningham Anniversary by Carolyn & Jim Buehrig
12:00PM     † Alvino Campos by Stella Campos
                   † Lauro Ramos, Jr. by Art & Mary Salinas
5:30PM       † Francis Vrazel by Anna Vrazel
                   † Marie Therese Dureaux by Acker family


