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Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
March 28, 2021

Gospel (Mark 14:1—15:47) or Shorter Form [ ] (Mark 15:1-39)
Verse before the Gospel (Philippians 2:8-9)

v. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!
r. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!
v. Christ became obedient to the point of death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name which is above every 

name. r.
The symbols in the following passion narrative represent:
 C. Narrator;
  Christ;
 S. speakers other than Christ;
 SS. groups of speakers.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C. The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread
  were to take place in two days’ time.
 So the chief priests and the scribes were seeking a way
  to arrest him by treachery and put him to death.
 They said,
SS. “Not during the festival,
  for fear that there may be a riot among the people.”

* The message of the liturgy in proclaiming the passion narratives in full is to 
enable the assembly to see vividly the love of Christ for each person, despite 
their sins, a love that even death could not vanquish. The crimes during the 
Passion of Christ cannot be attributed indiscriminately to all Jews of that time, 
nor to Jews today. The Jewish people should not be referred to as though 
 rejected or cursed, as if this view followed from Scripture. The Church ever 
keeps in mind that Jesus, his mother Mary, and the Apostles all were Jewish. 
As the Church has always held, Christ freely suffered his passion and death 
because of the sins of all, that all might be saved.

Permission granted to reprint for non-commercial assembly use on Palm Sunday 2021.



2 March 28
C. When he was in Bethany reclining at table
  in the house of Simon the leper,
  a woman came with an alabaster jar of perfumed 

oil,
  costly genuine spikenard.
 She broke the alabaster jar and poured it on his head.
 There were some who were indignant.
SS. “Why has there been this waste of perfumed oil?
 It could have been sold for more than three hundred 

days’ wages
  and the money given to the poor.”
C. They were infuriated with her.
 Jesus said,
 “Let her alone.
 Why do you make trouble for her?
 She has done a good thing for me.
 The poor you will always have with you,
  and whenever you wish you can do good to them,
  but you will not always have me.
 She has done what she could.
 She has anticipated anointing my body for burial.
 Amen, I say to you,
  wherever the gospel is proclaimed to the whole 

world,
  what she has done will be told in memory of her.”
C. Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve,
  went off to the chief priests to hand him over to 

them.
 When they heard him they were pleased and 

promised to pay him money.
 Then he looked for an opportunity to hand him over.
 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread,
  when they sacrificed the Passover lamb,
  his disciples said to him,
SS. “Where do you want us to go
  and prepare for you to eat the Passover?”
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C. He sent two of his disciples and said to them,
  “Go into the city and a man will meet you,
  carrying a jar of water.
 Follow him.
 Wherever he enters, say to the master of the house,
  ‘The Teacher says, “Where is my guest room
  where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?” ’
 Then he will show you a large upper room furnished 

and ready.
 Make the preparations for us there.”
C. The disciples then went off, entered the city,
  and found it just as he had told them;
  and they prepared the Passover.
 When it was evening, he came with the Twelve.
 And as they reclined at table and were eating, 

Jesus said,
  “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me,
  one who is eating with me.”
C. They began to be distressed and to say to him, 

one by one,
S.  “Surely it is not I?”
C. He said to them,
  “One of the Twelve, the one who dips with me 

into the dish.
 For the Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of 

him,
  but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed.
 It would be better for that man if he had never been 

born.”
C. While they were eating,
  he took bread, said the blessing,
  broke it, and gave it to them, and said,
  “Take it; this is my body.”
C. Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
  and they all drank from it.
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 He said to them,
  “This is my blood of the covenant,
  which will be shed for many.
 Amen, I say to you,
  I shall not drink again the fruit of the vine
  until the day when I drink it new in the kingdom 

of God.”
C. Then, after singing a hymn,
  they went out to the Mount of Olives.
 Then Jesus said to them,
  “All of you will have your faith shaken, for it is 

written:
  I will strike the shepherd,
   and the sheep will be dispersed.
 But after I have been raised up,
  I shall go before you to Galilee.”
C. Peter said to him,
S.  “Even though all should have their faith shaken,
  mine will not be.”
C. Then Jesus said to him,
  “Amen, I say to you,
  this very night before the cock crows twice
  you will deny me three times.”
C. But he vehemently replied,
S.  “Even though I should have to die with you,
  I will not deny you.”
C. And they all spoke similarly.
 Then they came to a place named Gethsemane,
  and he said to his disciples,
  “Sit here while I pray.”
C. He took with him Peter, James, and John,
  and began to be troubled and distressed.
 Then he said to them,
  “My soul is sorrowful even to death.
  Remain here and keep watch.”
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C. He advanced a little and fell to the ground and prayed
  that if it were possible the hour might pass by him; 

he said,
 “Abba, Father, all things are possible to you.
 Take this cup away from me,
  but not what I will but what you will.”
C. When he returned he found them asleep.
 He said to Peter,
  “Simon, are you asleep?
 Could you not keep watch for one hour?
 Watch and pray that you may not undergo the test.
 The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.”
C. Withdrawing again, he prayed, saying the same thing.
 Then he returned once more and found them asleep,
  for they could not keep their eyes open
  and did not know what to answer him.
 He returned a third time and said to them,
  “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?
 It is enough. The hour has come.
 Behold, the Son of Man is to be handed over to 

sinners.
 Get up, let us go.
 See, my betrayer is at hand.”
C. Then, while he was still speaking,
  Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived,
  accompanied by a crowd with swords and clubs
  who had come from the chief priests,
  the scribes, and the elders.
 His betrayer had arranged a signal with them, saying,
S. “The man I shall kiss is the one;
  arrest him and lead him away securely.”
C. He came and immediately went over to him and said,
S. “Rabbi.”
C. And he kissed him.
 At this they laid hands on him and arrested him.
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 One of the bystanders drew his sword,
  struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear.
 Jesus said to them in reply,
  “Have you come out as against a robber,
  with swords and clubs, to seize me?
 Day after day I was with you teaching in the temple 

area,
  yet you did not arrest me;
  but that the Scriptures may be fulfilled.”
C. And they all left him and fled.
 Now a young man followed him
  wearing nothing but a linen cloth about his body.
 They seized him,
  but he left the cloth behind and ran off naked.
 They led Jesus away to the high priest,
  and all the chief priests and the elders and the 

scribes came together.
 Peter followed him at a distance into the high priest’s 

courtyard
  and was seated with the guards, warming himself 

at the fire.
 The chief priests and the entire Sanhedrin
  kept trying to obtain testimony against Jesus
  in order to put him to death, but they found none.
 Many gave false witness against him,
  but their testimony did not agree.
 Some took the stand and testified falsely against him, 

alleging,
SS. “We heard him say,
  ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands
  and within three days I will build another
  not made with hands.’ ”
C. Even so their testimony did not agree.
 The high priest rose before the assembly and 

questioned Jesus, saying,
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S. “Have you no answer?
 What are these men testifying against you?”
C. But he was silent and answered nothing.
 Again the high priest asked him and said to him,
S.  “Are you the Christ, the son of the Blessed One?”
C. Then Jesus answered,
 “I am;
  and ‘you will see the Son of Man
   seated at the right hand of the Power
   and coming with the clouds of heaven.’ ”
C. At that the high priest tore his garments and said,
S.  “What further need have we of witnesses?
 You have heard the blasphemy.
 What do you think?”
C. They all condemned him as deserving to die.
 Some began to spit on him.
 They blindfolded him and struck him and said to him,
SS. “Prophesy!”
C. And the guards greeted him with blows.
 While Peter was below in the courtyard,
  one of the high priest’s maids came along.
 Seeing Peter warming himself,
  she looked intently at him and said,
S.  “You too were with the Nazarene, Jesus.”
C. But he denied it saying,
S.  “I neither know nor understand what you are 

talking about.”
C. So he went out into the outer court.
 Then the cock crowed.
 The maid saw him and began again to say to the 

bystanders,
S.  “This man is one of them.”
C. Once again he denied it.
 A little later the bystanders said to Peter once more,
SS. “Surely you are one of them; for you too are a 

Galilean.”
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C. He began to curse and to swear,
S.  “I do not know this man about whom you are 

talking.”
C. And immediately a cock crowed a second time.
 Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had 

said to him,
  “Before the cock crows twice you will deny me 

three times.”
C. He broke down and wept.
 [As soon as morning came,
  the chief priests with the elders and the scribes,
  that is, the whole Sanhedrin, held a council.
 They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him 

over to Pilate.
 Pilate questioned him,
S.  “Are you the king of the Jews?”
C. He said to him in reply,
 “You say so.”
C. The chief priests accused him of many things.
 Again Pilate questioned him,
S.  “Have you no answer?
 See how many things they accuse you of.”
C. Jesus gave him no further answer, so that Pilate was 

amazed.
 Now on the occasion of the feast he used to release 

to them
  one prisoner whom they requested.
 A man called Barabbas was then in prison
  along with the rebels who had committed murder 

in a rebellion.
 The crowd came forward and began to ask him
  to do for them as he was accustomed.
 Pilate answered,
S.  “Do you want me to release to you the king of the 

Jews?”
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C. For he knew that it was out of envy
  that the chief priests had handed him over.
 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd
  to have him release Barabbas for them instead.
 Pilate again said to them in reply,
S. “Then what do you want me to do
  with the man you call the king of the Jews?”
C. They shouted again,
SS. “Crucify him.”
C. Pilate said to them,
S. “Why? What evil has he done?”
C. They only shouted the louder,
SS. “Crucify him.”
C. So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd,
  released Barabbas to them and, after he had Jesus 

scourged,
  handed him over to be crucified.
 The soldiers led him away inside the palace,
  that is, the praetorium, and assembled the whole 

cohort.
 They clothed him in purple and,
  weaving a crown of thorns, placed it on him.
 They began to salute him with,
SS. “Hail, King of the Jews!”
C.  and kept striking his head with a reed and 

spitting upon him.
 They knelt before him in homage.
 And when they had mocked him,
  they stripped him of the purple cloak,
  dressed him in his own clothes,
  and led him out to crucify him.
 They pressed into service a passer-by, Simon,
  a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country,
  the father of Alexander and Rufus,
  to carry his cross.
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 They brought him to the place of Golgotha
  —which is translated Place of the Skull—.
 They gave him wine drugged with myrrh,
  but he did not take it.
 Then they crucified him and divided his garments
  by casting lots for them to see what each should 

take.
 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they 

crucified him.
 The inscription of the charge against him read,
  “The King of the Jews.”
 With him they crucified two revolutionaries,
  one on his right and one on his left.
 Those passing by reviled him,
  shaking their heads and saying,
SS.  “Aha! You who would destroy the temple
  and rebuild it in three days,
  save yourself by coming down from the cross.”
C. Likewise the chief priests, with the scribes,
  mocked him among themselves and said,
SS.  “He saved others; he cannot save himself.
 Let the Christ, the King of Israel,
  come down now from the cross
  that we may see and believe.”
C. Those who were crucified with him also kept 

abusing him.
 At noon darkness came over the whole land
  until three in the afternoon.
 And at three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
  “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
C.  which is translated,
  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
C. Some of the bystanders who heard it said,
SS.  “Look, he is calling Elijah.”
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C. One of them ran, soaked a sponge with wine, put it 

on a reed
  and gave it to him to drink saying,
S.  “Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to take him down.”
C. Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

 The veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top 
to bottom.

 When the centurion who stood facing him
  saw how he breathed his last he said,
S.  “Truly this man was the Son of God!”]
C. There were also women looking on from a distance.
 Among them were Mary Magdalene,
  Mary the mother of the younger James and of 

Joses, and Salome.
 These women had followed him when he was in 

Galilee
  and ministered to him.
 There were also many other women
  who had come up with him to Jerusalem.
 When it was already evening,
  since it was the day of preparation,
  the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea,
  a distinguished member of the council,
  who was himself awaiting the kingdom of God,
  came and courageously went to Pilate
  and asked for the body of Jesus.
 Pilate was amazed that he was already dead.
 He summoned the centurion
  and asked him if Jesus had already died.
 And when he learned of it from the centurion,
  he gave the body to Joseph.
 Having bought a linen cloth, he took him down,
  wrapped him in the linen cloth,
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  and laid him in a tomb that had been hewn out of 

the rock.
 Then he rolled a stone against the entrance to the 

tomb.
 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses
  watched where he was laid.
The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Masses for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America,  second 
typical edition Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., 
Washington, DC. All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or by any information 
storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. Permission is 
granted for non-commercial assembly use on Palm Sunday 2021.



 13

Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday)
April 2, 2021

Gospel (John 18:1—19:42)
Verse before the Gospel (Philippians 2:8-9)

v. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!
r. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!
v. Christ became obedient to the point of death,
 even death on a cross.
 Because of this, God greatly exalted him
 and bestowed on him the name which is above every 

other name. r.
The symbols in the following passion narrative represent:
 C. Narrator;
  Christ;
 S. speakers other than Christ;
 SS. groups of speakers.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C. Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron 

valley
  to where there was a garden,
  into which he and his disciples entered.
 Judas his betrayer also knew the place,
  because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.
 So Judas got a band of soldiers and guards
  from the chief priests and the Pharisees
  and went there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.
* The message of the liturgy in proclaiming the passion narratives in full is to 
enable the assembly to see vividly the love of Christ for each person, despite 
their sins, a love that even death could not vanquish. The crimes during the 
Passion of Christ cannot be attributed indiscriminately to all Jews of that time, 
nor to Jews today. The Jewish people should not be referred to as though 
 rejected or cursed, as if this view followed from Scripture. The Church ever 
keeps in mind that Jesus, his mother Mary, and the Apostles all were Jewish. 
As the Church has always held, Christ freely suffered his passion and death 
because of the sins of all, that all might be saved.

Good Friday, pp. 167-76.

Permission granted to reprint for non-commercial assembly use on Good Friday 2021.
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 Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen 

to him,
  went out and said to them,
  “Whom are you looking for?”
C. They answered him,
SS.  “Jesus the Nazorean.”
C. He said to them,
  “I AM.”
C. Judas his betrayer was also with them.
 When he said to them, “I AM,”
  they turned away and fell to the ground.
 So he again asked them,
  “Whom are you looking for?”
C. They said,
SS.  “Jesus the Nazorean.”
C. Jesus answered,
  “I told you that I AM.
 So if you are looking for me, let these men go.”
C. This was to fulfill what he had said,
  “I have not lost any of those you gave me.”
 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it,
  struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right 

ear.
 The slave’s name was Malchus.
 Jesus said to Peter,
  “Put your sword into its scabbard.
 Shall I not drink the cup that the Father gave me?”
C. So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish 

guards seized Jesus,
  bound him, and brought him to Annas first.
 He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas,
  who was high priest that year.
 It was Caiaphas who had counseled the Jews
  that it was better that one man should die rather 

than the people.
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 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus.
 Now the other disciple was known to the high priest,
  and he entered the courtyard of the high priest 

with Jesus.
 But Peter stood at the gate outside.
 So the other disciple, the acquaintance of the high 

priest,
  went out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought 

Peter in.
 Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter,
S.  “You are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?”
C. He said,
S.  “I am not.”
C. Now the slaves and the guards were standing around 

a charcoal fire
  that they had made, because it was cold,
  and were warming themselves.
 Peter was also standing there keeping warm.
 The high priest questioned Jesus
  about his disciples and about his doctrine.
 Jesus answered him,
  “I have spoken publicly to the world.
 I have always taught in a synagogue
  or in the temple area where all the Jews gather,
  and in secret I have said nothing. Why ask me?
 Ask those who heard me what I said to them.
 They know what I said.”
C. When he had said this,
  one of the temple guards standing there struck 

Jesus and said,
S.  “Is this the way you answer the high priest?”
C. Jesus answered him,
  “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong;
  but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?”
C. Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high 

priest.
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 Now Simon Peter was standing there keeping warm.
 And they said to him,
SS.  “You are not one of his disciples, are you?”
C. He denied it and said,
S.  “I am not.”
C. One of the slaves of the high priest,
  a relative of the one whose ear Peter had cut off, 

said,
S.  “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?”
C. Again Peter denied it.
 And immediately the cock crowed.
 Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the 

praetorium.
 It was morning.
 And they themselves did not enter the praetorium,
  in order not to be defiled so that they could eat 

the Passover.
 So Pilate came out to them and said,
S.  “What charge do you bring against this man?”
C. They answered and said to him,
SS.  “If he were not a criminal,
  we would not have handed him over to you.”
C. At this, Pilate said to them,
S.  “Take him yourselves, and judge him according 

to your law.”
C. The Jews answered him,
SS.  “We do not have the right to execute anyone,”
C.  in order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled
  that he said indicating the kind of death he would 

die.
 So Pilate went back into the praetorium
  and summoned Jesus and said to him,
S.  “Are you the King of the Jews?”
C. Jesus answered,
  “Do you say this on your own
  or have others told you about me?”
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C. Pilate answered,
S.  “I am not a Jew, am I?
 Your own nation and the chief priests handed you 

over to me.
 What have you done?”
C. Jesus answered,
  “My kingdom does not belong to this world.
 If my kingdom did belong to this world,
  my attendants would be fighting
  to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
 But as it is, my kingdom is not here.”
C. So Pilate said to him,
S.  “Then you are a king?”
C. Jesus answered,
  “You say I am a king.
 For this I was born and for this I came into the world,
  to testify to the truth.
 Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 

voice.”
C. Pilate said to him,
S.  “What is truth?”
C. When he had said this,
  he again went out to the Jews and said to them,
S.  “I find no guilt in him.
 But you have a custom that I release one prisoner to 

you at Passover.
 Do you want me to release to you the King of the 

Jews?”
C. They cried out again,
SS.  “Not this one but Barabbas!”
C. Now Barabbas was a revolutionary.
 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged.
 And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and 

placed it on his head,
  and clothed him in a purple cloak,
  and they came to him and said,
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SS.  “Hail, King of the Jews!”
C. And they struck him repeatedly.
 Once more Pilate went out and said to them,
S.  “Look, I am bringing him out to you,
  so that you may know that I find no guilt in him.”
C. So Jesus came out,
  wearing the crown of thorns and the purple cloak.
 And Pilate said to them,
S.  “Behold, the man!”
C. When the chief priests and the guards saw him they 

cried out,
SS.  “Crucify him, crucify him!”
C. Pilate said to them,
S.  “Take him yourselves and crucify him.
 I find no guilt in him.”
C. The Jews answered,
SS.  “We have a law, and according to that law he ought 

to die,
  because he made himself the Son of God.”
C. Now when Pilate heard this statement,
  he became even more afraid,
  and went back into the praetorium and said to 

Jesus,
S.  “Where are you from?”
C. Jesus did not answer him.
 So Pilate said to him,
S.  “Do you not speak to me?
 Do you not know that I have power to release you
  and I have power to crucify you?”
C. Jesus answered him,
  “You would have no power over me
  if it had not been given to you from above.
 For this reason the one who handed me over to you
  has the greater sin.”
C. Consequently, Pilate tried to release him; but the 

Jews cried out,
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SS.  “If you release him, you are not a Friend of Caesar.
 Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.”
C. When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out
  and seated him on the judge’s bench
  in the place called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, 

Gabbatha.
 It was preparation day for Passover, and it was about 

noon.
 And he said to the Jews,
S.  “Behold, your king!”
C. They cried out,
SS.  “Take him away, take him away! Crucify him!”
C. Pilate said to them,
S.  “Shall I crucify your king?”
C. The chief priests answered,
SS.  “We have no king but Caesar.”
C. Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.
 So they took Jesus, and, carrying the cross himself,
  he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull,
  in Hebrew, Golgotha.
 There they crucified him, and with him two others,
  one on either side, with Jesus in the middle.
 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on 

the cross.
 It read,
  “Jesus the Nazorean, the King of the Jews.”
 Now many of the Jews read this inscription,
  because the place where Jesus was crucified was 

near the city;
  and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.
 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,
SS.  “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’
  but that he said, ‘I am the King of the Jews.’ ”
C. Pilate answered,
S.  “What I have written, I have written.”
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C. When the soldiers had crucified Jesus,
  they took his clothes and divided them into four 

shares,
  a share for each soldier.
 They also took his tunic, but the tunic was seamless,
  woven in one piece from the top down.
 So they said to one another,
SS.  “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it 

will be,”
C.  in order that the passage of Scripture might be 

fulfilled that says:
   They divided my garments among them,
    and for my vesture they cast lots.
 This is what the soldiers did.
 Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother
  and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
  and Mary of Magdala.
 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there 

whom he loved he said to his mother,
  “Woman, behold, your son.”
C. Then he said to the disciple,
  “Behold, your mother.”
C. And from that hour the disciple took her into his 

home.
 After this, aware that everything was now finished,
  in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled,
  Jesus said,
  “I thirst.”
C. There was a vessel filled with common wine.
 So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of 

hyssop
  and put it up to his mouth.
 When Jesus had taken the wine, he said,
  “It is finished.”
C. And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit.
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Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

 Now since it was preparation day,
  in order that the bodies might not remain
   on the cross on the sabbath,
  for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one,
  the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken
  and that they be taken down.
 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first
  and then of the other one who was crucified with 

Jesus.
 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was 

already dead,
  they did not break his legs,
  but one soldier thrust his lance into his side,
  and immediately blood and water flowed out.
 An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true;
  he knows that he is speaking the truth,
  so that you also may come to believe.
 For this happened so that the Scripture passage 

might be fulfilled:
  Not a bone of it will be broken.
 And again another passage says:
  They will look upon him whom they have pierced.
 After this, Joseph of Arimathea,
  secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of the Jews,
  asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus.
 And Pilate permitted it.
 So he came and took his body.
 Nicodemus, the one who had first come to him at 

night,
  also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes
  weighing about one hundred pounds.
 They took the body of Jesus
  and bound it with burial cloths along with the 

spices,
  according to the Jewish burial custom.
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 Now in the place where he had been crucified there 

was a garden,
  and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one 

had yet been buried.
 So they laid Jesus there because of the Jewish 

preparation day;
  for the tomb was close by.
The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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